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LOUISE's LITTLE BIT
By Louise Dunham, Editor
I love cartoons and this cartoon by Jerry Scott and Jim
Borgman, part of their ZITS series, really hit me. It's
about a teen age girl and the big kiss at midnight on
New Year's Eve with her boyfriend, Jeremy. Sarah is
thinking, “Okay, here it comes, the big New Year's Kiss.
All the planning...all the strategies...it all comes down
to the next few seconds. It's gotta be perfect! GAA! If I
feel this much pressure, what must Jeremy be
thinking?”
And Jeremy's dialogue is “Yum! Girl Spit!”
Yes, I spend most of my days with teenagers so this
appeals to me on that level but it also says a lot about
life....we all look at things differently! And none of
them are wrong...just different. My newsletter
committee and I have established some goals for
changing the newsletter and one of the goals is to have
some different types of information that will appeal to a
wider audience. Not all of the articles may relate or be
interesting to you but don't judge or criticize - just flip
the page and go on...we are all different. As people
express their ideas or opinions, remember that no one is
asking you to agree with them...just respect their right
to express it! We all look at things differently.
I would like to hear from the membership about the
changes and any other changes they would like to see
made. The committee does have plans made for other
changes but we are open to more! This year hopefully
will be an interesting year for the newsletter. And is
there anyone interested in writing an article about a
sheep/Tunis topic?
Now for a true story along this same line...I did a long
term subbing job this fall in Freshmen Biology and
Taylor came up and begged to go to his locker (just
outside of the classroom) to get another pencil...I
simply told him that he owed me a favor when he
returned....so he left and then Logan jumped up and
repeated the same story....Taylor came back 1st and I
told him that he had to sing a song! He boldly sang a
contemporary Christian song with the rest of the class
joining in! When Logan came in shortly after that, I told
him the same thing...and he sang “Happy Birthday”! We
all look at things – even songs - differently!
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES
NATIONAL JUNIOR TUNIS ASSOCIATION:
We are pleased to announce that we are past the
deadline for applications to the NTJA. We have
received applications from all 7 Regions and we have a
group of very enthusiastic and bright young Tunis
Breeders that have applied. We will be starting
interviews soon and plan to announce the first NTJA
Board of Directors in April. Thanks to everyone for
their input from each district.
Happy Lambing... Jeff and Julie Munsey, NTJA
Coordinators

“P OP-A-T OP” FOR RILEY’S CHILDREN HOSPITAL
Our Tunis youth are participating in a national service
project. The “Pop-a-Top” for Riley’s Children Hospital
lets you save the pop top of a soda and/or beer can for
this Indianapolis hospital. So far we have over 20
pounds of tops collected. Our final collection will be at
the National Tunis Sale in Wooster in May 2012. We will
announce the winner on Saturday night. Whoever
collects the most tops (by weight) will win a prize.
Gathering the tops will be Linda Cook and Dale Huhnke.
For more information you can email Dale at
dalehuhnke@yahoo.com. So go out and collect those
tops!!

2011 NTSRI EWE LAMB FUTURITY STANDINGS
Futurity Results as of 1/15/2012 are posted on Page 9!
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ASSOCIATION NEWS
NTSRI Board of Director Elections Are Being Held in
Two Regions.
During the last board meeting of the National Tunis
Sheep Association, in Louisville, Kentucky Kathy Niese
was nominated to serve as the 2012 election officer for
Region 7 (All states west of the Mississippi River along
with western Canada, Alaska and Wisconsin) and Region
2, the State of New York. Members will be electing a
Director to serve a three year term on the National
Tunis Sheep Registry, Inc. board. Robin Swartz, Attica,
New York is the current Director in Region 2 and
Tammy Serafin, Albany, Oregon holds the Directors
position in Region 7.
The elected Director shall serve as the representative
of those members entitled to vote in the election. A
director shall have and may exercise all of the powers,
rights and privileges of those members at a meeting of
the Board of Directors or of the members (Article 6
Section 605 of the NTSRI constitution). If your election
involves more than one nominee, the runner-up in the
election can serve as the Alternate Director and
participate in meetings and events in the absence of
the Director.

All members from your region are eligible for
nomination providing their 2011 dues have been paid or
postmarked to the NTSRI by December 31, 2011, and be
at least 18 years of age.
Kathy has mailed ballots to all the members in each
region. The names of all eligible members and their
phone numbers are listed in each letter so that you will
be able to complete your nomination form successfully.
Ballots are to be returned (postmarked) to Kathy, by
February 10, 2012.
Once the nominations are received, Kathy will call or email the nominee to see if they accept the nomination.
Youth members are eligible to run for director as long
as they are 18 years old. In the case of farm
memberships, more than one member of a particular
farm family may be nominated as director, but for the
purposes of voting, there will be one vote per farm
membership.
If you have any questions please contact: Kathy Niese,
8777 Rd I 7, Ottawa, Ohio 45875, 419-969-0783

DIRECTOR & REGIONAL REPORTS:
Happy New Year from Region 1. It is a great day in
New England….it’s 5 degrees and the sun is out, the
Patriots beat the Broncos last night and lambs are on
their way. The 2011 National Show at Eastern States is
a distant, but nevertheless a good memory and we have
started planning events for 2012.
Many activities are in the planning process for Region 1:
•
•
•

•

The New England Sale & Youth Show at the Big E is
July 20th to July 22nd
Big E Show is September 19th to 27th. The
Northeast Regional Tunis Show is scheduled for
Saturday, September 22nd at 8:00 a.m.
The 2012 Fiber Fest at the Big E will be November
3rd and 4th. This is the third year running and
growing! There will be 240-260 vendors with wool
products, demonstrations and fashion shows,
including the “Make It with Wool Competition” for
the New England Region. More details in upcoming
newsletters.
The 2012 Tunis Yearling Ewe Jackpot Show at NAILE
is well underway with 54 ewes entered from 17
farms across the US. The next payment is due 1
April 2012.

I want to congratulate Brianna Taylor, 15 years old of
Shirley, MA. Brianna is the 2011 New England Junior
winner for the “Make It With Wool Competition” which
was held during The Fiber Fest at the Big E last
November. Brianna has been raising Tunis Sheep for ten
years. As winner, Brianna will be representing the New
England Region “Make It with Wool” competition in
Scottsdale, Arizona, January 26th – 28th in conjunction
with The American Sheep Industry Association 2012
Annual Convention. Region 1 wishes Brianna the best of
luck and hope that she brings home the gold!
Anna Charest of Small Fry Farm, Brimfield, MA had the
second place yearling ewe in the Tunis Yearling Ewe
Jackpot Show at NAILE. Her check will come in handy
for tuition payments. The Jackpot Show at NAILE is
sponsored by the Northeast Tunis Sheep Association, so
it was great Region 1 was well represented. Please
consult the NTSRI website for information on the
Jackpot Show.
Recently, I was asked by a Tunis breeder in Canada to
review the new import/export rules being considered
for sheep by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency
(CFIA). The proposed guidance can be viewed at
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/. My comments back to
the Canadian authority are paraphrased below for
information.
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“With consideration of the current Scrapie status in the
US and the significant decline in the past 2 years to 4
cases in 2009 and a goal to be Scrapie free in 2017, the
new importation rules being proposed by the Canadian
authority are overly conservative and out of touch with
current trends in disease prevalence and gains in the
recent past, in my opinion. The US SFCP and other
testing programs have had a huge impact on disease
prevalence across the US over the past 10 years.
The Canadian rule that requires ewes for importation to
be from flocks in the US SFCP for at least 3 years with at
least 3 annual exams by APHIS Federal Veterinarians is
overly cautious given the current disease status in the
US. I would think enrolled flocks in the SFCP with a
current APHIS evaluation should be sufficient with
RR/AA codon support in ewes and rams. I'm in
agreement that RR/AA and QR/AA rams from enrolled
flocks can be exported to Canada. We routinely do
codon testing for most breeding sheep (ewes and rams)
in small flocks in the US. In the US it is very easy for the
flock owner to collect blood spots onto filter paper and
ship to the diagnostic lab for ~$5/sample for codon
testing. I understand that this owner directed testing is
a challenge in Canada; we need to empower the owners
to do this themselves with guidance; this will or should
have an immeasurable impact on the prevalence of QQ
sheep.
Perhaps the CFIA will reconsider some of the rules and
their implications. There are many breeds, like the
Tunis we raise, that are in short supply in Canada. We
need to create rules that are manageable, but still
protect human health. I think we could reach for a
better balance.”
I hope all have a great lambing season. If you have any
questions or any concerns about the business of the
NTSRI, please feel free to call or e-mail me.
Kindest regards, Bill Kerns, Region 1 Director
billkerns@charter.net

978.456.1240

Eric Irvine, Region 3 Director writes:
Greetings from Region 3. Hope all is going well as
everyone gets into lambing season. I would like to
congratulate everyone on a wonderful show at NAILE,
and thank the committee for all the hard work they put
into making the Star's sale a huge success.
We have just returned from the PA State Farm Show. It
was a great show, although a bit cold. Now for the
State Farm Show Tunis show in AOB. The Show's
officials are telling me that we need to send in letters
of support to get a separate Tunis show. So anyone
from Pa who is interested in helping to do that, please
contact me.
I also wanted to mention the Keystone Classic Junior
Show in State College is in June. I will get the dates
before the next newsletter so you can make plans to
attend. If you have any questions please feel free to
contact me.
Hope to see everyone soon, Eric Irvine

Dan Kleman, Region 4 Director & Show Committee
Chairman writes:
Ballots for 2012 Judge have been sent out to all 2011
exhibitors and are due back to Dan Kleman by Feb. 9,
2012. I wish that more members would participate in
the nomination process. It's the exhibitor's show so
everyone should voice their opinion.
Thanks to all individuals and regions that sponsored
events during the 2011 NAILE. The events truly
displayed the fact that Tunis Breeders like to have fun
and can socialize with each other. I hope the support
continues in 2012.
I would like to say a BIG Thank You to Bill and Sharon
Kerns for the organization of the Yearling Ewe Jackpot
Show at NAILE. The Northeast Yearling Ewe Jackpot
Show was a huge success. I hope that everyone has a
ewe entered for the 2012 Jackpot.

NEW MEMBERS:
Elizabeth & Melissa Cassell, 1686 Lovers Lane Rd., Wytheville, VA 24382

Region 5

Reginald Durham, 8630 CR 3408, Chandler, TX 75758

Region 7

Jasmine Hill, 10291 S Wildcat Rd., Molalla, OR 97038

Region 7

Richard Marble, 853 Holley Rd., Famington, ME 04938

Region 1

Lisa Soden, 8940 Snowdell Rd., French Village, MO 63036

Region 7

EP Speros & J Ballard, SB Farms, 4769 Hwy 2, Malone, FL 32445

Region 5

Frank & Pamela Stoops, 290 Mack Rd., West Sunbury, PA 16061

Region 3

Susan & Omar Wahdan, 11405 Wahdan Farm Rd., Bealeton, VA 22712

Region 5

Lynda & Howard West, 611 Ten Mile Rd., Amity, PA 15311

Region 3
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2012 TUNIS DIRECTORY

FROM THE MEMBERS

Once again NTSRI will have another Directory for the
membership. The Directory will include the NTSRI
constitution, the breed standard, member address and
phone numbers broken out by regions, and advertising
from Tunis breeders. New to the 2012 Directory will be
photos of the champion ram and ewe at the National Sale,
National Show, and National Junior Show. Tunis breeders
have an opportunity to advertise in the Directory. The 36page Directory will be 4 ½“x 11” in size. Some of the ad
size costs are lower compared to the 2011 Directory. Ad
sizes available will be a Page, 1/2 Page, and Business Card
size. We will have available 4/Color pages in half of the
Directory if you want your ad in 4/Color (this will be first
come first serve). Closing for advertising space will be
February 5, 2012.

A BIG THANK YOU!

Lottery for Cover Positions:
The 2012 Tunis Directory will have
available ads on the inside front cover
(full page 4/Color), inside back cover (full
page 4/Color), back cover (1/2 page
4/Color) and the center spread (B&W plus
1/Color). To make it fair for all
advertisers who want a cover position, we
will have a lottery drawing. If you would
like any of these positions please contact
Dale Huhnke at 630-881-8108 or email at
dalehuhnke@yahoo.com (I prefer email
because that leaves a paper trail) by
February 5, 2012. We will have a drawing
for those positions by February 10, 2012
and contacting those advertisers on that
day.

Rates for the directory:
SIZES AVAILABLE 2012 RATES
Inside Front Cover Page 4/c
Inside Back Cover Page 4/c
Back Cover ½ Page 4/c
Center Spread (Pg 16/17) Black + 1/c
Page B & W + 1/c Rate
½ Page B & W + 1/c Rate
¼ Page (Business Card) B&W+1/c Rate
4/Color Charge

$350.00
$350.00
$225.00
$500.00
$250.00
$125.00
$ 75.00
$100.00

AD SIZES Approximate (width by height)
Page
½ Page
Page (Business Card)

3 3/4” x 10”
3” x 4 1/2”
3” x 1 1/2”

Advertising invoices and a tear sheet of your ad will be
emailed out on February 10, 2012 to save on postage
costs. As a special incentive for advertising in the
Directory, we will give a 5% discount if you mail in your
check by March 10, 2012. This will give you 30 days to pay
for your ad. After March 10, you will pay the regular costs
for your ad. You have until April 1, 2012 to pay for your
advertising. If it is not paid by April 1, we will pull your ad
from the Directory.

I would like to thank the Ohio Tunis Association for the
Red Gala Event they sponsored at the National Jackpot
Show at NAILE. Seeing all the RED shirts, blouses and
tie in the ring was awesome. Anna would like to thank
Mindy and Eric for showing her yearling ewes in that
show. Anna was on a plane headed back to school when
the show started. She had lined up people to show for
her but they were late! You can imagine how excited
she was when I was finally able to reach her and let her
know that she won second place.
The Red Gala Event after the show was great! All of
that RED Food, and the beautiful floral arrangement
were very appropriate. The RED table cloths and
napkins were a nice touch. Listening to Toby Keith's
new song the “The Red Solo Cup” was perfect. We
were the envy of many breeds with all our NTSRI,
regional club and farm sponsored meals. The biscuits
and gravy from the Munseys' was a hit with us as that is
Anna's favorite breakfast. The gathering at Dale &
Linda's pens (Triangle Farms Tunis & Indiana Tunis
Association) was enjoyable as usual. The Missouri Tunis
Association provided cheese and sausage for everyone
before the Star of Louisville Sale and, of course, the
Krispy Kreme donuts before the open class show and
the great fried chicken dinner afterward (both
sponsored by the NTSRI) were awesome. I hope I didn't
forget anyone. There was so much going on.
I know that some of you already have lambs on the
ground but we don't yet. Anna and I wish all of you a
Happy New Year and successful lambing! And we will
see you during this year show season!
Anne Marie Chapdelaine & Anna Charest
Small Fry Farm Continued of Brimfield, MA

Northeast Tunis Sheep Association.....
Hello All! Hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year. We have had exceptionally warm
weather but we are bracing for the cold yet to come
and a busy lambing season. Best of luck to everyone
and we hope this year continues to have strong sales
and a steady increase in breed interest. The Northeast
Tunis Sheep Association will have an Annual meeting on
April 14 at 11:00 am. Thank you for Bill and Sharon
Kerns for hosting the meeting. This year we will be
holding the Northeast Regional Tunis Show at the
Eastern States Exposition. The show day is Saturday of
week II. We will keep you updated.
For your 2012 membership information, please contact
Sharon Kerns by email at sharonkerns@charter.net.
Troy Staples, NETSA President
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NTSRI Treasurer’s Report
Oct. 15, 2011 – Jan. 15, 2012
Income:

2012 NTSRI CALENDAR:

Expenses:

Associated Registries

$

985.00

Advertising

$

40.00

Calendar Ads

$

765.00

All Am Jr Show Exhibitors $

480.00

Calendar Sales

$

542.52

Calendar Expense

$

30.78

Midwest Sale Commission $

246.25

Christening Trans Fee AR $

5.70

NAILE Entry Fees

$ 1,372.00

D&O Insurance

Star of L/ Vet Fee

$

Directors Expense

$

294.42

Star of L/ sheep sold

$12,650.00

Directory Expenses

$

103.66

Uncategorized

$

Dues Trans Fee AR

$

173.85

TOTAL

$17,090.77

Dup Paper Trans Fee AR

$

11.40

KILE Jr Show

$

300.00

Lead Line

$

20.00

NAILE Hospitality

$

754.51

NAILE Lead Line

$

25.00

NAILE Youth Awards

$

227.64

National Tunis Show

$

550.00

Newsletter

$

453.50

NTSRI Jr Assoc

$

97.06

Photo Contest Awards

$

86.85

Postage AR

$

45.00

Promo NAILE

$

20.00

Promo mailings

$

101.37

Registration Trans Fee AR $

399.00

180.00
350.00

National Tunis Sale,
Wooster, OH
The National Tunis Sale entry
information will be mailed in
February or it may be
requested from
sales.banner@sybertech.net.
WOOSTER MOTELS:
Rodeway Inn 330-262-5008
Best Western 330-264-7750
EconoLodge 330-264-8883
Super 8 Motel 800-800-8000
Amerihost North 330-345-1500
Hampton Inn 330-345-4424
Camping is available
at the fairgrounds
Linda Reichert 330-264-9665

Rush Fee AR

$

947.00

$

2.85

Midwest Sale Commission $

246.25

Star of L Auctioneer

$

285.00

Star of L expenses

$

818.79

Star of L/ to consignors

$11,920.00

Transfer Trans Fee AR

$

182.40

Webmaster Stipend

$

125.00

TOTAL

$18,747.03
(-$1,656.26)

SHOW & SALE ROTATION
National Sale

2012 - Great Lakes Show - Wooster, OH

National Youth Show - 2012 Junior All American - Des Moines, IA
National Open Show - 2012 – Missouri State Fair - Sedalia, MO
National Open Show - 2013 – NAILE - Louisville, KY

FEB. 15TH NTSRI YOUTH
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE DUE
MARCH 15TH NAT'L TUNIS S ALE ENTRY
DEADLINE BANNER SALES MANAGEMENT
APRIL 5TH MIDWEST STUD RAM SALE
ENTRY DEADLINE LARRY MEAD SALES
MANAGEMENT
APRIL 14TH NE TUNIS
IN MA...@ 11:00 AM
FARMS

SHEEP MEETING
WINDSONG

APRIL 15TH NTSRI YOUTH
AMBASSADOR APPLICATIONS DUE
MAY 20TH NAT'L JR TUNIS S HOW
ENTRY DEADLINE...JR ALL A MERICAN,
DES MOINES, IA
MAY 25 -27TH NAT'L T UNIS SALE &
WOOL SHOW IN WOOSTER , OH
JUNE 9TH MIDWEST JR PREVIEW SHOW
IN C HILLICOTHE, MO
JUNE 25-30TH MIDWEST STUD RAM
SALE IN SEDALIA , MO
JULY 6TH - 8TH NAT'L JR TUNIS SHOW
@ THE ALL AMERICAN SHOW IN DES
MOINES, IA
JULY 20 -21ST NEW ENGLAND SALE &
YOUTH SHOW @ W SPRINGFIELD, MA
AUG. 1 - 5TH OHIO STATE F AIR @
COLUMBUS, OH
AUG. 3 - 19TH INDIANA STATE FAIR @
INDIANAPOLIS, IN
AUG. 12-15TH NAT'L TUNIS SHOW @
MISSOURI STATE FAIR IN SEDALIA, MO
SEPT. 19 - 25TH THE BIG E TUNIS
SHOW IN W S PRINGFIELD, MA
OCT. 19 - 21ST NEW YORK BRED EWE
SALE @ RHINEBECK, NY
NOV. 10 - 16TH NORTH AMERICAN
INTERNATIONAL LIVESTOCK EXPO IN
LOUISVILLE, KY
PLEASE SEND DATES TO
TUNIS@BRIGHT .NET
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FROM OUR MEMBERS – Continued

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

Eldon Myers...An Illinois Tunis Breeder

Ambrose Garvey....a long time Tunis Breeder from
Rhode Island....

Eldon Myers of Macomb, Illinois passed away on
October 26, 2011. His passion was showing purebred
sheep. Eldon and his wife, June, established a fine
flock of registered Polled Dorsets and in the past few
years built an outstanding flock of Tunis based upon
the Doc. Davis' genetics. The family showed sheep for
45 years competing at numerous sheep shows and
fairs through the Midwest. In 1992 he was honored by
receiving the “DeKalb County Distinguished Service
Award” for outstanding leadership with the youth in
that areal He always had time to teach youth.

Dear NETSA members,
Just recently the grandfather of Devan Newton –
Ambrose Garvey - passed away. Both have been
members of NETSA for many years and have played
an active role in the Tunis community. If you would
like to express your condolences to the Newton
family the address is...
Amour Acres, 27 Burgess Road, Foster, RI 02825
Thank you for your thoughts,
Anna Charest, Northeast Tunis Sheep Association


NTSRI REGIONAL
DIRECTORS
REGION 1 - New England &
Eastern Canada
DIRECTOR - Bill Kerns
112 Bolton Rd.
Box 322
Harvard, MA 01451
billkerns@charter.net
H – 978.456.1240
BEST WAY? Leave message if no
answer
ALTERNATE – Troy Staples
366 Southern Bay
Penobscot, ME 04476
bouldercreektunis@yahoo.com
H-207-326-9131
C-207-460-8418
BEST WAY? @ Home between 6:30
& 9:00 pm
REGION 2 - New York
DIRECTOR - Robin Swartz (Talley)
706 Vernal Rd.
Attica, NY 14011
Swartzja92@yahoo.com
C – 716-474-0215
BEST WAY? Call me 8:15-9:15 pm
or in the am
ALTERNATE – Bob Bartholomew
174 Dales Bridge Rd.
Germantown, NY 12526
bbarfarm@aol.com
H – 518-537-4476
C – 518-755-1701
BEST WAY? Email then cell

Although no longer living on the family farm, June
Myers continues to be involved in the Tunis world.
Condolences can be expressed to June at A406
Evergreen St., Macomb, IL 61455 or
SQM@frontier.net.

REGION 3 - PA, NJ, DE, & MD
DIRECTOR - Eric Irvine
288 Mack Rd.
W. Sunbury, PA 16061
canchaser@zoominternet.net
H – 724-650-4880
BEST WAY? Phone or email
ALTERNATE – Walter Clark
20867 Ryan Rd.
Meadville, PA 16335
wwclark@windstream.net
H – 814-333-0251
BEST WAY? Email or phone in the
evenings
REGION 4 - Ohio & West Virginia
DIRECTOR - Dan Kleman
10557 Co Rd M
Ottawa, OH 45875
dkleman57@gmail.com
H – 419-538-6383
C - 419-235-3096
BEST WAY? Call cell phone 1st!
ALTERNATE – Dan Erwin
1401 Boundary Rd.
Richwood, OH 43344
dcerwin4@hardin.net
H – 740-943-3792
BEST WAY? Email.
REGION 5 - VA, KY, TN, NC, SC,
GA, MS, AL, & FL
DIRECTOR - Paul Cassell
1686 Lovers Lane
Wytheville, VA 24382
pcasse2001@yahoo.com
C - 202-255-1764
BEST WAY? Call cell phone
Anytime...leave a message.

ALTERNATE – Georgina Anderson
515 Carpenter Creek
Hustonville, KY 40437
georgina.anderson@gmail.com
H - 606-346-3916
BEST WAY? Home phone
REGION 6 - Indiana, Illinois, &
Michigan
Director - Dale Huhnke
5995 N 600 E
Hamlet, IN 46532
dalehuhnke@yahoo.com
C - 630-881-8108
BEST WAY? By email or after 6 pm
ALTERNATE – Doug Garey
1669 2600th St.
Atlanta, IL 61723
GareyTunis@gmail.com
H - 217-648-2784
REGION 7 - Wisconsin & west of
the Mississippi River plus Western
Canada
DIRECTOR - Tammie Serafin
5193 NW Dumbeck Ave.
Albany, OR 97321
trail2win@msn.com
C – 831-809-3751
BEST WAY? By email or cell phone
ALTERNATE – Kelly Stumpe
8922 Clibourn Rd.
Russellville, MO 65074
stumpesheep@yahoo.com
H – 217-253-5435
C – 636-357-8227
BEST WAY? Call cell phone
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SHEEP SHOW SHEEP SHOW
SHOWING SHEEP SHOW SHEEP

SHEEP SHOW SHEEP SHOW
MIDWEST JUNIOR PREVIEW SHOW DATE SET FOR JUNE
9, 2012
The Midwest Junior Preview Show, an all breeds
junior breeding sheep show held in Chillicothe, MO
is set for June 9 this year. The show will be held
at the same location, the Litton Agri-Science
learning center on Highway 190 in Chillicothe.
This location allows for camping and includes the
indoor air conditioned show ring.
Last year’s event hosted over 300 sheep from 10
different states with Tunis being one of the well
represented breeds. Larry Mead of the Midwest
Stud Ram Sale sponsors the Supreme Drive which
pays a $300 cash award to both Supreme Ram and
Ewe. Additionally, a $100 award for showmanship
winners is given as well as over $5,000 in cash
premiums. Checks are written the day of the
show.

Last year’s responses indicated that almost 85% of
the money handed out is being used to purchase
and fund sheep projects through-out the year. This
means that sponsorship money provided by
breeders is, in the end, going right back to the
breeders!
If you are interested in sponsoring the show or
attending, please visit the Missouri Tunis
Association’s website www.motunis.com or call
Kate Lambert at 660-541-0468 for more
information.

NATIONAL SHOW PLANS SET FOR SEDALIA, MO
The Missouri Tunis Association has been working
hard on preparing for the 2012 National Tunis Show,
which will be held in conjunction with this year’s
Missouri State Fair Tunis show. The MTA will be
planning several social activities through-out the
time span of the show.
Tunis may arrive on Sunday, August 12 and must be
in place by 5pm. The National Show will be held on
Tuesday, August 14 at 6pm. Sheep are free to
leave immediately following the show if necessary.
Please check the Missouri Tunis Association’s
website for information regarding social events,
hotel information, etc. If you have any questions or
would like to sponsor this event, please contact
Kate Lambert at 660-541-0468.

LOUISVILLE SHOW & SALE RESULTS - STAR OF LOUISVILLE SALE - Nov. 12, 2011 - Jerry Etzler, Judge
GRAND CHAMPION EWE
Yr Ewe – Woolley Hollow Farm, Dana Gochenour, VA
RESERVE CHAMPION EWE
Brood Ewe – MJM Family Farm, Maag Family, OH
Yr Ewe – Bruns Tunis, John & Irene Bruns, OH
Yr Ewe – Gareys Tunis, Clint Garey, IL
Yr Ewe – Westwind Family, Anderson Family, KY
Brood Ewe – MJM Family Farm, Maag Family, OH
Brood Ewe – MJM Family Farm, Maag Family, OH
Brood Ewe – MJM Family Farm, Maag Family, OH
Brood Ewe – Misty Lane Farms, Eric & Mindy Irvine, PA
Brood Ewe – MJM Family Farm, Maag Family, OH
Jan. EL – Small Fry Farm, Anna Charest, MA
Feb. EL – Windsong Farms, Bill & Sharon Kerns, MA
Feb. EL – Gareys Tunis, Clint Garey, IL
Feb. EL – Small Fry Farm, Anna Charest, MA
Feb. EL – Woolley Hollow Farm, Dana Gochenour, VA
Feb. EL – Woolley Hollow Farm, Dana Gochenour, VA
M.EL – Misty Lane Farms, Eric & Mindy Irvine, PA
M.EL – Stumpe Tunis, Kelly Stumpe Family, MO
M.EL – Crafts Farm, Don & Jane Craft, IN

$1,500

MJM family Farm, OH

$ 800
$ 700
$ 850
$ 900
$ 600
$ 400
$ 750
$ 700
$ 600
$ 450
$ 600
$ 800
$ 450
$ 400
$ 400
$1,100
$1,050
$ 450

Scott & Becky Odland, MN
Shaylyn Melhorn, TN
Jacci Erwin Tunis, OH
J. Russell Belcher, VA
Jeff Munsey, IN
Mitch Borton, OH
Jayce Coers, IL
Shaylyn Melhorn, TN
Hope Mann, OH
Taylor Harrison, NY
Todd Brisco, OH
Michael Niese, OH
Linda Casey, GA
Elizabeth Arwood, TN
Carolyn Hart, IL
BWB Farms, OH
Morgan Munsey, IN
Mackenzie & Nick Stumpe, MO

19 Head of Registered Tunis averaged almost $710! Thank you for your support & purchases at the 2001 Stars of Louisville Sale!
Buyers' Credits given in the memory of Kenneth Mayes and Eldon Myers were won by Jaycee Coers, Hope Mann & Morgan
Munsey.
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2011 NAILE OPEN CLASS TUNIS SHOW - Nov. 14, 2011 - John Mrozinski, Judge
152 HEAD SHOWN by 29 Exhibitors from 11 states!
10 YR RAMS
Misty Lane Farms, PA
Triple M Ranch, IN
Westwind Farm, KY
Kaleb Schakel, IN
J & L Dunham, OH

2 FALL RL
RQL Farms, NJ
Nick Loughman, OA

5 JANUARY RL
T & R Schambow, WI
J & L Dunham, OH
Bruns Tunis, OH
Hart Livestock, IL
Anna Charest, MA

8 FEBRUARY RLS
MJM Farm, OH
Olivia Brown, OH
RQL Farms, NJ
Lindsey Casey, GA
Stumpe Tunis, MO

12 MARCH RL
Bruns Tunis, OH
Triple T Ranch, OR
Mikeal Finklea, PA
Big Time Tunis, OH
Rocksway Tunis, MO

2 SL SH RL
Triangle Farms Tunis, IN
RWL Farms, NJ

6 PAIRS RL
Bruns Tunis, OH
RWL Farms, NJ
MJM Farm, OH
Big Time Tunis, OH
Anna Charest, MA

20 EARLY YR EWES
Triple T Ranch, OR
T & R Schambow, WI
MJM Farm, OH
Kyle MacCauley, PA
Bruns Tunis, OH

19 LATE YR EWES
T & R Schambow, WI
Avery Spilde, WI
J & L Dunham, OH
Mikeal Finklea, PA
MJM Farm, OH

6 EARLY SS YE
Stumpe Tunis, MO
Triple T Ranch, OR
T & R Schambow, OR
Triangle Farms Tunis, IN
MJM Farm, OH

3 LATE SS YE
Mikeal Finklea, PA
J & L Dunham, OH
Triangle Farms Tunis, IN

10 PAIRS YR EWES
Triple T Ranch, OR
T & R Schambow, WI
MJM Farm, OH
Mikeal Finklea, PA
Triple M Ranch, IN

6 FALL EWE LAMBS
Garey's Tunis, IL
Garey''s Tunis, IL
Westwind Farm, KY
RQL Farms, NJ
Big Time Tunis, OH

9 JANUARY EL
Bruns Tunis, OH
T & R Schambow, WI
T & R Schambow, WI
MJM Farm, OH
Mikeal Finklea, PA

27 FEBRUARY EL
Kaleb Schakel, IN
J & L Dunham, OH
Stumpe Tunis, MO
T & R Schambow, WI
Triple T Ranch, OR

11 MARCH EL
Mikeal Finklea, PA
Bruns Tunis, OH
MJM Farm, OH
T & R Schambow, WI
WindSong Farms, MA

4 EARLY SS EL
Mikeal Finklea, PA
Westwind Farm, KY
T & R Schambow, WI
Triangle Farms Tunis, IN

8 LATE SS EL
Mikeal Finklea, PA
T & R Schambow, WI
J & L Dunham, OH
Alex Taylor, IN
Triangle Farm Tunis, IN

10 PAIRS EL
Garey's Tunis, IL
Bruns Tunis, OH
Mikeal Finklea, PA
T & R Schambow, WI
MJM Farm, OH

10 GET OF SIRE
T & R Schambow, WI
Triple T Ranch, OR
Mikeal Finklea, PA
MJM Farm, OH
J & L Dunham, OH

10 FLOCKS:
T & R Schambow, WI
Bruns Tunis, OH
MJM Farm, OH
Mikeal Finklea, PA
J & L Dunham, OH
SR CH RAM – Misty Lane Farms, PA RES SR CH RAM – RQL Farms, NJ
JR CH RAM – T & R Schambow, WI RES JR CH RAM – Bruns Tunis, OH
SR CH EWE – T & R Schambow, WI RES SR CH EWE – Triple T Ranch, OR
JR CH EWE – Kaleb Schakel, IN
RES JR CH EWE – Bruns Tunis, OH
GRAND CHAMPION RAM – Tom & Rachel Schambow, WI
RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION RAM – Bruns Tunis, OH
GRAND CHAMPION EWE – Tom & Rachel Schambow, WI
RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION EWE – Kaleb Schakel, In
PREMIER EXHIBITOR – Tom & Rachel Schambow, WI
EXHIBITORS: Big Time Tunis (Niese), OH; Olivia Brown, OH; Bruns Tunis, OH; Emily Burns, OH; Lindsey Casey, GA; Anna
Charest, MA; Cripple Creek Ranch (Norris), IN; Darling Tunis (Dunham), OH; Mikeal Finklea, PA; Garey's Tunis, IL; Hart
Livestock, IL; Nicholas Loughman, PA; Kyle MacCauley, PA; MJM Farm (Maag), OH; Misty Lane Farms (Stoops-Irvine), PA;
Rocksway Tunis (Rock), MO; RQL Farms (Rock), NJ; Kaleb Schakel, IN; Tom & Rachel Schambow, WI; Avery Spilde, WI; Emily,
Elizabeth & Ben Stumpe, MO; MacKenzie & Nick Stumpe, MO; Swiharts Moonlight Tunis, OH; Alex Taylor, IN; Triangle Farms
Tunis (Cook & Huhnke), IN; Triple M Ranch (Munsey), IN; Triple T Ranch (Serafin), OR; Westwind Farm (Anderson), KY; and
WindSong Farms (Kerns), MA
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2011 TUNIS YEARLING EWE JACKPOT SHOW - Nov. 14, 2011 - Louisville, KY
Judy Moore, Chuck Ream & Mike Wright, Judges

Sharon Kerns, Chairman of the 2011 Tunis Yearling Ewe Jackpot Show sponsored by the Northeast Tunis Sheep
Association writes,
”This year's Jackpot ($1,242.00) distributed these amounts to the top 5; First - $621; Second - $248; Third - $186;
Fourth - $124; and Fifth - $64. Ten percent of the monies collected went toward the NETSA Youth Fund and that
amount was $138 for this year. The final count showed that there were 18 entries shown at Louisville representing
13 different breeders or farms. Thank you for your support and interest.
NETSA would like to thank The Ohio Tunis Sheep Association for hosting an “It’s a Red Thing Jackpot Gala” after the
show to celebrate. All Tunis breeders were cordially invited to attend. Their theme was “Show your Tunis pride
and wear Red to the Show and Red Gala”. Many red shirts appeared as well as one breeder with a red tie. It was a
great time to relax socially and talk 'Tunis'”
1st place.....Schambow Tunis - Tom & Rachel Schambow
Date of Birth: 2-24-10
Sire: Lawthea 155
2nd place.....Small Fry Farm Cont - Anna Charest
Date of Birth: 2-9-10
Sire: Small Fry Farm Cont
3rd place.....Triple T Ranch - Tim, Tammie & Trinity Serafin
Date of Birth: 2-10-10
Sire: Triple T 712
4th place.....Bruns Tunis - John & Irene Bruns
Date of Birth: 2-26-10
Sire: Bruns Tunis 8
5th place.....Darling Tunis - Jim & Louise Dunham
Date of Birth: 3-14-10
Sire: Darling 0917

Dam: Schambow Tunis 226
Dam: Harris 356
Dam: Renew Ewe Tunis #190
Dam: C Garey 0147
Dam: Darling 803

The 2012 Tunis Yearling Ewe Jackpot is off and running. Seventeen farms have entered 54 Tunis ewe lambs (now
yearlings) as of November 1, 2011. The next entry fee of $10.00/head is due April 1, 2012. If you did not get
involved this past year, but would like to participate in the upcoming year; please read the Tunis Yearling Ewe
Jackpot Show information on the NTSRI website; call or write and I will be happy to send you the information. The
Jackpot Show is open to both junior and senior NTSRI members.
Good luck and let’s plan for another showcase event in 2012 at NAILE.
Sharon Kerns, Harvard, MA
sharonkerns@charter.net

2011 NTSRI EWE LAMB FUTURITY STANDINGS AS OF 1/15/2012
JR MEMBER

Futurity Lamb

# of Shows

Points

Emily Belewich, NY

RQL 1114

3

15

Mikeal Finklea, PA

JET 1100

5

54

Mikeal Finklea, PA

Uptown 1103

4

41

Frank Irvine, PA

S & T 1836

3

26

Jacob Long, MO

Craft 9

5

34

Kaleb Schakel, IN

Schambow 561

5

90  Perfect Score 

Justine Swartz, NY

Triple T 1103

5

44
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SHEPHERD’S NOTES
PARASITE CONTROL AT HAWK HILL FARM – ONE
SHEPHERD’S APPROACH
The Canadian Organic Growers have a publication called
“Living with Worms” which I think quite nicely coins the
approach to parasite control that we are trying to achieve with
our flock. While my first inclination was to totally eradicate all
parasites on the farm, in reality that approach is probably not
desirable, especially if you hope to sell breeding stock off your
farm. Unless sheep are exposed to parasites at a low level,
they are not able to develop some level of tolerance to them
even as adults.
In the past we have owned cattle, horses and chickens and
while we were aware of parasites and followed the accepted
practices of control, parasites did not really cause significant
problems in our animals. In 2007, we purchased the first of our
sheep and over the next few years filled out our flock to our
present number of 35 animals. Over that period we discovered
that parasites (especially internal parasites) were a critical
management issue in sheep. Had we known then what we
know now, we would have started with the quarantine deworming program that we now use right at the beginning.
Unfortunately there is no rewind button in farming and we
need to move forward.
Initially we had visions of using organic methods of parasite
control and started with a drench of garlic and molasses. Our
sheep appeared healthy but our flock size was small and our
pastures had never been exposed to sheep. We researched
alternate treatments such as diatomaceous earth and garlic but
few controlled studies existed. What studies existed were
either anecdotal or did not show a strong correlation with
parasite control.
We knew that resistance to commercial de-wormers was
increasingly becoming a major problem in the sheep industry.
In Canada, very few products are registered for use with sheep
and other products are either not accessible or need to be
prescribed by your veterinarian as an off label use. Like the
model T which came in every colour as long as it was black, dewormers came in every formulation as long as it was
ivermectin. Needless to say ivermectin resistance is a major
problem in Canadian sheep operations.
The approach we are taking on our farm is that of integrated
pest management. The Wikipedia definition describes this
approach quite well. Integrated pest management (IPM) is an
ecological approach to agricultural pest control that integrates
pesticides/herbicides into a management system incorporating
a range of practices for economic control of a pest. In IPM, one
attempts to prevent infestation, to observe patterns of
infestation when they occur, and to intervene when one deems
necessary. As time and money permits we are converting our
pastures from horse safe to sheep safe, integrating a central
corridor to pastures that go off either side. We have a
permanent perimeter fence and subdivide the pasture with
portable electric mesh. We are planning to expand water
sources to all the pasture with surface piping and connectors
that will be drained over the winter.
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Last summer we succeeded in moving the sheep into clean
pasture every few days and parasites were not an issue. Our
summer was hot and dry, conditions that are not parasite
friendly. However our fall was warm and wet and we were
obliged to rotate animals back onto pastures. While this did
not prove to be a problem with the adults, it did cause
problems with our lambs resulting in significant reductions in
growth rates. Our plans are to expand our pasture into crop
lands after harvest and use annual forages in rotation to avoid
reuse of pastures through the grazing season.
We are adding plants to our pasture that have elevated
condensed tannins. Studies have shown that moderate grazing
on plants such as chicory, bird’s foot trefoil and willow has
reduced parasite burden in the sheep.
Two practices that we brought on our farm this year have
allowed us to monitor our sheep more closely and respond
faster. Those practices are routine on-farm fecal egg counts
and regularly running the stock through a chute where we can
check weights, body condition scores and check their eye
mucous membranes. These practices have allowed us to spot
treat animals as required rather than routine treatment of the
whole flock. While it probably has saved us some money in
treatment costs, we are more concerned that it will slow down
development of resistance to the products we are using.
Now any animals that are brought on to the farm stay in
quarantine for one month. During that time they are
vaccinated if required, have a fecal egg test and treated with
products appropriate to the problem. We are trying to prevent
any resistance parasites that they are carrying from
contaminating our pastures.
One problem that we have encountered in our flock and,
strangely enough only with our Tunis lambs, are tapeworms.
While we have had tapes in other lambs, the tapes have only
caused obstructions in two Tunis ewe lambs. Fortunately in
both cases we were able to remove the obstruction and the
lambs survived. However we realized that tapes are not the
innocuous parasites that either the literature or our vets have
led us to believe. Now we keep close eyes on our lambs and
use Valbazen if we believe we have a problem. Recently I read
that the intermediate host for tapeworms, a soil mite, is also
required to recycle dead vegetation in pastures and high
numbers of these mites actually are a sign of healthy pastures.
Eradication of the intermediate host is not an option.
The greatest problems that we need to overcome are
conflicting management practices. For example, it is
recommended that flocks be brought back to a central, secure
enclosure at night to protect them from predators. However
that enclosure can become seriously contaminated over time.
We have a problem with predator control vs. parasite control.
Another example is pasture rotation to maximize use of forages
and keep the forage quality at a peak may require rotating
animals back on a pasture at a great frequency than would be
desirable for parasite management. And again you have
pasture management vs. parasite control. We have yet to work
out economically viable solutions for these problems.
Over time and as our management practices improve we expect
that we can live with worms here at Hawk Hill. We would love
to hear of successful management practices used by other
shepherds.
Laurie Maus, Hawk Hill Farm. www.hawkhillfarm.ca
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Improving Newborn Lamb Survival
Livestock market prices are the highest in history and I
can’t think of a better time to be more concerned about
newborn lamb survival. Even if we are talking about only five
lambs, at 75 pounds per lamb and at least $2.00 a pound
market value, we are looking at an overall value of $750. This
can be even more when we factor in the value of breeding
stock. So, let’s look at a few ways we can ensure that lambs
survive past birth.

Nutrition plays a critical role in the survivability of lambs
both prior to and during lambing. Sufficient nutrient levels
are needed for fetal development. This includes growth of
the lamb, fat reserves at birth, and vigor once that lamb is
born. Nutrition also has an effect on the quality and quantity
of colostrum and we all know the importance of lambs
receiving colostrum as soon as possible after birth. Ewes
should have adequate amounts of feed, feed that provides
the correct amount of protein and energy, and a good mineral
supplement to keep them healthy and allow them to produce
healthy lambs that are adequate in size.

Pay close attention to body condition of ewes at
lambing time. Thin ewes are likely to produce less milk and
possibly lower quality colostrum than ewes in good body
condition. They are also more likely to have lighter weight
lambs, which in turn are less likely to survive than average
weights. A good goal is for lambs to weigh 10 pounds at birth.

On the other hand, don’t let ewes get too fat because
then we start to see problems with pregnancy toxemia and
even prolapse. There’s only so much room inside that ewe for
feed, fat and lambs! And, if that internal capacity is filled
with lambs and fat, then the ewe feels full before she has
eaten enough to meet her nutrient requirements.

Health care is also important throughout
gestation. Observe ewes at least 10 minutes a day
to identify any problems. Vaccinations, such as C,
D and T, given during the last month of pregnancy
will also provide some protection to newborn
lambs until their immune systems are developed
enough to produce antibodies from their own
vaccinations. If your flock has had problems in the
past with any abortion diseases, make sure ewes
are vaccinated. In some cases lambs may be born
weak and die shortly after birth rather than being
aborted at some point during the pregnancy.
Once the lambs are born we should pay
attention to a few details. First and foremost is to
make sure that the lambs are getting enough to
eat. Typical lamb behavior is to stretch when they
get up, ears should be alert and they should
readily seek the udder. Lambs that cry, stand
around hunched up, or simply don’t get up most
likely need more to eat. You can also pick up the
lamb and check its belly for milk. Hold the lamb
behind the front legs, with the back legs dangling.
Feel the belly to see if it feels like an inflated
balloon.
Dipping navels is a good way to protect from
infection. This is more important when lambs are
born inside as compared to lambs born outside on
CLEAN pasture areas. Note my emphasis on clean!
For lambs born in very cold weather, be sure to
have some extra towels available to get them
dried off more quickly. You may also want to have
a heat source available to keep the lambs warm
until they are dry. I prefer to use a heat lamp
mounted inside a barrel, with a hole cut into the
barrel for the lamb to walk in and out. Tie the
barrel to a corner of the barn to prevent the ewe
from knocking it over and starting a fire.
A few minutes paying attention to these
details can mean a big return in the number of
lambs bouncing around your barnyard or pasture.
Proper care can also bring returns in healthier
sheep, meaning less time spent in the barn dealing
with problems. Plus, proper care can also translate
into heavier weaning weights for your lambs!
Melanie Barkley
Agriculture Extension Educator
Penn State Extension
Bedford County
120 W. John Street, Suite 2
Bedford, PA 15522
Phone: 814.623.4800
Fax: 814.623.0318
Email: meh7@psu.edu
http://extension.psu.edu
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INPUT FROM THE BREEDERS....
I've heard these Tunis advertising slogans since I started with the Tunis.....Do you think they are true or false?
#1 The traditional Tunis are too small for the current meat market.
#2 The sloped rump makes lambing easier for the ewes.
#3 White blazes down the front of the face are really signs of the “old” genetics.
#4 The extra teats on a Tunis ewe are really not a problem.
#5 The show ring size of Tunis are really too big.
#6 Tunis wethers will never make good show lambs for market lamb classes.
#7 Grass fed Tunis meat is milder tasting than the grain fed Tunis meat.
#8 Tunis will breed naturally out of season...both ewes and rams.
#9 Tunis meat is mild tasting much more acceptable to the public.
#10 To improve the red color, you simply cross a lighter Tunis with a darker Tunis.
#11 Whenever you cross a Tunis with another breed...the Tunis color will dominate and the offspring will be red.
#12 One way of knowing if a Tunis is crossbred is to look at the size, shape and placement of the ears.
Anna Rae Hodgin of Ramseur, NC writes....
Now, I’m not sure what you wanted from the True &
False section... but here are MY observations...
1. Too small for current meat market? Families are
smaller now and consumers are looking for 7-8 lb. leg
of lamb...not the 15-20 lb. of yesteryear.
2. A sloped rump does make lambing easier if you have
a ewe in distress, putting her on her back and then
standing over her middle, you can more easily extract
the lamb with much less pulling...by pulling the lamb
up and toward you.
3. White blazes are signs of old genetics....I may get
killed, BUT I do have pictures of Maynard Spiegner's
"Foundation Flock" some of which were sold to
Guilliams and Rountree, that do indeed have white
blazes. In fact one of Spiegner's ewes was registered as
"Blaze" and the picture shows a blaze all the way to her
nose. NOW, having said all of this, I MUCH prefer the
white top knot and minimal blaze, with a really nice
red head.
4. Extra teats? This one really ticks me off. I have
MANY ewes with 4 teats, some 3; and for the most part
they are functional!!! I have had more than one set of
twins or triplets to have 2 lambs nursing on the same
side. I would NEVER cut these off because some judge
told me to.
5. Show ring size is too big. I personally think the trend
that I have seen in the rings in the past 3-4 years is for
"BIGGER & BETTER". I cannot agree…I wanted a
traditional Tunis...a heritage animal. I bred Border
Cheviots for about 8 or 9 years because of the size, and
I thought they were pretty with the upright ears.
However, just because I want a traditional animal DOES
NOT mean you can't breed bigger .This is a personal
opinion, but I do think that you can get too big. Look at
Spider Syndrome! Look at birthing problems.
6. Tunis wethers can compete, but the judge MUST be

aware of the body type and structure. Plus the smaller
bone makes for more meat. We have slaughtered 6-8
month old lambs and they dressed out at 60% and
65%... NOT TOO SHABBY!
7. Grass fed Tunis meat is milder tasting....Cannot
respond to this as we have mainly grass fed, but for
late born lambs we do end up graining them some,
before they get sold, usually between T'giving and
Christmas..
8. Will breed naturally out of season? This can happen,
but I personally do not like to lamb when it is warm... I
want lambs born between the Halloween and Valentine
Days. It gets so warm here, so quickly that March/
April lambs look crappy and do not grow as well as the
cold weather lambs.
9. Tunis meat is more acceptable to the public? See # 7
10. To improve color...cross a lighter Tunis with a
darker Tunis? This does NOT always work; you have to
understand the process of color genetics. See Philip
Sponenberg's book on color inheritance.
11. Tunis color will always dominate in cross breeding.
I can only tell you what I have experienced. I had twin
black Dorset/Romney ewes. One delivered ONLY white
lambs bred to my Cheviot ram, while her sister
alternated, this year, white lamb, next year a black
lamb. When I bought my first Tunis ram, I have 130
commercial ewes and 10 pets. The Tunis bred both
ewes, the one always having white, now delivered a
double-coated red lamb, with long ears that were
somewhat erect. The other still had black lamb, but
the next year she had a red lamb. That ram on a
Cheviot-Dorset cross had what was mottle-faced, but
the body had the overcoat of red. And I'm sure that;
some of us, have had registered Tunis rams covering
registered Tunis ewes (which you have seen the
offspring for 2 and in some cases, 3 years) result in
what I lovingly referred to as "MY PINTO PONIES" Red
and white splotched all over, and one set of solid white
lambs.”
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Laurie Maus of Dunvegan, Ontario writes...”

Linda Casey of Taylorsville, GA writes....

#1 The traditional Tunis are too small for the current
meat market. - Not by our experience. While
somewhat smaller than our Tunis crosses, the pure
Tunis develop into a respectable market lamb.

1. False - even though the Tunis is a mid-size breed the
meat is excellent and the quality rather than the
quantity is the attraction for the consumer.

#2 The sloped rump makes lambing easier for the ewes.
- We have both sloped and squarer back ends that that
conformation does not seem to make a difference re
lambing. What we do not want is a back end
conformation that will allow the ewe to defecate into
her reproductive organs to cause infections.
#3 White blazes down the front of the face are really
signs of the "old" genetics. Don't know but I do know
that most of our Tunis Cheviot crosses have a white
blaze.
#4 The extra teats on a Tunis ewe are really not a
problem. Wrong. They are a real problem. We had a
ewe bag out on all 4 teats this year and had a terrible
problem getting the lamb to nurse on the main teat. I
actually would consider culling on this.
#5 The show ring size of Tunis are really too big. Don't
know but if it is like a lot of breeds, show stock are
getting better. If show lines lose the ability to thrive
on a pasture diet that is a problem.
#6 Tunis wethers will never make good show lambs for
market lamb classes. Possibly. Many market lamb
classes focus on the terminal sire breeds and I consider
the Tunis to be a maternal breed.
#7 Grass fed Tunis meat is milder tasting than the grain
fed Tunis meat. Ours get both so can't tell you.
#8 Tunis will breed naturally out of season...both ewes
and rams. No experience in this as we only want to
breed in season.
#9 Tunis meat is mild tasting much more acceptable to
the public. Possibly. Our clients love the meat.
#10 To improve the red color, you simply cross a lighter
Tunis with a darker Tunis....like adding food coloring to
a frosting mix. Wrong. Genetics does not work like a
mixing bowl.
#11 Whenever you cross a Tunis with another
breed...the Tunis color will dominate and the offspring
will be red. Yes in our experience. Our Tunis Cheviot
crosses are all born red though paler or more taupe
colour than the purebreds.
#12 One way of knowing if a Tunis is crossbred with
another breed is to look at the size, shape and
placement of the ears. Not necessarily. It depends on
the placement of the ears of the other breed.
Hampshires have the same type of ear as a Tunis. Our
Cheviot/Tunis crosses are about half mast.”


3. Funny this one is on her. Maggie...Darling # 193...
(my favorite and the leader of the flock. She stays by
my side every time we all go to the lake on grazing
adventures and cannot get enough love!).... three
years ago had a very large ram with a blaze half way
down his nose. I had to research this oddity and
discovered it to not be a good thing according to traits
for registration. He wound up going to a neighbor’s
farm as a pet! This past year she had a huge Goliath
ram, but he had a black spot on his side. However....
the year before she had a beautiful, perfect ewe lamb
(Isabella) and it is her granddaughter "Garnet" that won
reserve champ at Midwest and reserve champ at Tenn
Valley.....Maggie is a keeper and if the opportunity
arises to add a ewe, I would like to have another like
her.
4. Extra teats could be a problem if they are large and
prominent, yet the only ones we have encountered are
tiny snippets beside the large producing teat. Only a
few have them and they are not a concern.
11. There is a few commercial breeders that use Tunis
rams, but I do not know of any that have "Red" lambs.
One of my breeding rams went to south Georgia to
breed Suffolks. They sent us a picture of beautiful
solid black babies!”

2012 Tunis Calendars available
Now that a new year has started it’s a great time to
purchase a 2012 calendar. We have about 30
calendars left and they can be purchased for $5
apiece. All the money raised from the calendar
sales go to the national youth fund. The calendar
includes important 2012 Tunis events. The photos in
the calendar are from the 2010/11 Tunis Pride
Photo Contest. If you want a calendar please make
a check out to NTSRI and mail it to Dale Huhnke,
5995 N 600 E, Hamlet, IN 46532.
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By Anna Rae Hodgin
USDA is looking always to retain the Voluntary
Scrapie Eradication Program as funds in the
proposed Farm Bill have been slashed. I participated
in a webinar in which 4 options were presented and
the participants were to give the moderators
feedback. These participants were nominated by
the State TSE Officer in the state. Each state was
allowed 2 participants, 2 sessions. Nancy Schmidt
also participated in one session.
Option 1 was to basically end the program, as only
1/2 to 1% of diseased animals had been located in
program animals. Plus a few (never told a number,
or if this was the 5 NOR-98 cases) developed scrapie
after the flock attained certified status.
Option 2 was to use technicians as inspectors, or to
use the local vet with the producer paying the bill.
Needless to say, this was the least favored option.
Option 3 was what the USDA seemed to be pushing
in our session. It combines a little of 1 & 2, but still
uses the federal vet, with the producer taking on
more responsibility to report deaths within the 24
hours and get the head to the proper authority.
Option 4 was a transition to the world standards for
scrapie. You must have 30 head tested, if you are
certified already, you are given some benefit
toward meeting the 30 head demands. This is what
Canada requires. I had the opportunity to ship 15
ewes to Canada and our Dept. of Ag and the
Canadian counterpart could not agree on enough
items, so that the sale was lost. If someone is truly
interested, I can secure the actual requirements.
And the proposed changes to the Scrapie program
that the US currently has in place. Of the 27
participants in our session, NO one would say that
the participation in the program was a selling point.
Most said that many buyers simply did not care. This
was another reason not to start making the
participant pay the vet for the annual inspection. I
will say that about the only place having my market
animals tagged was an asset was when we delivered
to New Holland. We were given preference to
unload...because the market personnel did not have
to eartag our animals....we went to the front of the
line. That should not be the case now, as ALL goats
and sheep ARE SUPPOSED to be tagged before being
unloaded .The market is no longer having to tag the
animals AND keep the records for 5 years. The
Under Secretary of Agriculture was also on the
webinar with the moderator, and Diane Sutton.

Box 51, 222 Main St.
Milo, IA 50166
641-942-6402
Newsletter Editor:
Louise Dunham
8566 Co Rd 28, Zanesfield, OH 43360
tunis@bright.net
937-465-8299

NTSRI NEWSLETTER MISSION STATEMENT....
"The two main purposes of the NTSRI newsletter are
to promote the Tunis breed of sheep and all
activities connected with this breed and to educate
all members or interested people about the breed in
a positive, supportive manner."
NTSRI Board Approved...May, 2005

PAPER OR EMAIL? At the NTSRI Board Meeting in
Louisville in 2008, I was instructed by the Board to
send the newsletter by email to any member who
has listed their email address with our
association...so if you are receiving this by
email...there will be no paper newsletter this
time. If you want a paper copy of the newsletter
instead, please notify the editor and the change
will be quickly made! Or please send me your email
address if you prefer that method...it does save
the club money!
FINANCIAL CONCERNS –
Sally Barney, Treasurer, 52 Cartland Rd., Lee, NH
03824 603-659-5857
WEBSITE INFO –
Debbi Brown texastunis@yahoo.com
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SHEEP WOOL SHEEP WOOL
SHOWING SHEEP WOOL
WOOL SHEEP WOOL

SHEEP

***Disclaimer: “If you are pregnant or have certain
medical conditions, please consult your doctor or
midwife before using or working with herbs.”

Please send in dates for any Wool Shows in your
area! Let's create a Wool Event Calendar!
redropefarm@yahoo.com



LET'S TALK ABOUT WOOL
Kim Day
In a few months when you pack away winter coats
and sweaters you can also add sachets of herbs with
them to keep moths away. Adult moths don't do the
damage to your clothes – it's the larvae that eat the
wool. Female moths seek out wool to lay their eggs
so that their growing larvae will have plenty of
food.
Mothballs are usually made with camphor (an insect
repellant) with 1,4-diclorobenzene (an insecticide).
Moths and other insects are killed by the vapor
produced by the 1,4-diclorobenzene as it
evaporates. This vapor can be irritating to some
individuals and, especially, for infants. Ingestion of
mothballs can cause serious illness and even death.
Herbal moth repellants are considered much safer
than mothballs. Some herbs have insecticidal
properties and others mask the scent of your wool
so that the female moths cannot find the wool. A
mix of natural dried herbs and essential oils is easy
to make at home. If you don't grow and dry your
own herbs, many merchants on Etsy sell dried herbs.
I bought the wormwood from
www.etsy.com/shop/Cynimue and the lavender
from www.etsy.com/shop/sheepyhollow. Cedar
shavings can be found at many pet or feed stores.
Essential oils can be found at many health food
stores or online. I purchased mine from
www.newdirectionsaromatics.com.
There are several different recipes for herbal moth
repellants. Here's a recipe that I found at
www.pallensmith.com/index.php?id=50:
•
1 ounce dried wormwood or Artemisia
•
4 ounces dried lavender flowers
•
2 ounces dried rosemary leaves
•
Handful of cedar shavings
•
30 drops of lavender essential oil
•
5 drops of rosemary essential oil
•
5 drops of vetiver essential oil
DIRECTIONS: In a large bowl combine all dry
ingredients. Add essential oils, and toss with herbs.
Once prepared, this mix can be stored in a glass
container with a lid (i.e., a large mason jar). You
can purchase sachet bags or make your own from
muslin or cotton material, fill them and tuck them
in your wool stash, closets and/or drawers.

610-326-1842

SPINNING WORKSHOP – SAT., FEB.4TH - FERRUM
COLLEGE IN FERRUM, VA
Norman Kennedy will focus on wool and cotton
spinning. This workshop is for spinners with some
previous experience. Pre-registration is required –
register call 540-365-4412 or bri@ferrum.edu.
Website Advertising Opportunity – The Mass Sheep
& Woolcraft Fair is offering farms and individuals
the opportunity to advertise on their website. For
more information, contact Anna Charest at
smallfryfarmcont@gmail.com by March 1st!


TUNIS WOOL SHOW RESULTS - INDIANA STATE FAIR
#1 Triangle Farms Tunis
#2 John, Shannon & Alex Taylor
#3 John, Shannon & Alex Taylor
#4 Triangle Farms Tunis
A Tunis Fleece was in the top 4 overall Fleeces.
FIRST time ever!


TUNIS WOOL SHOW RESULTS - NAILE - LOUISVILLE
Tunis Ram
1st - Lindsey Casey
2nd – Triangle Farms Tunis
Tunis Ewe
1st – Alex Taylor
2nd – Elliza Casey
3rd – Triangle Farms Tunis

SAVE THE DATE!

4TH ANNUAL
NTSRI WOOL SHOW
SATURDAY, MAY 26TH, 2012
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WOOL CALENDAR OF
EVENTS:
What season follows winter?
Sheep & Fiber Festival season!
Hand spinners, knitters, and fiber
mills are always looking for good
Tunis fleeces. Our new 2012 Wool
Calendar lists the dates and
websites for many great fiber
festivals. Grab some comfortable
shoes and go out and enjoy some
of these fun events.
Contact
marianne@rostraverfarm.com to
add your favorite event to our
list.
- Marianne Turcheck
April 28
CT 103rd Annual Sheep & Wool
Festival
www.ctsheep.org/sheepandwoolfe
stival
May 5 – 6
Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival
www.sheepandwool.org
May 12 – 13
New Hampshire Sheep & Fiber
Festival
www.nhswga.com/sheep-andwool-festival
May 12 – 13
MN Shepherd's Harvest Sheep &
Wool Festival
www.shepherdsharvestfestival.org

May 18 – 20
Carolina Fiber Fest
www.carolinafiberfest.org
May 19 – 20
Pennsylvania Waynesburg Sheep &
Fiber Festival
www.sheepandfiber.com
May 19 – 20
Kentucky Sheep & Fiber Fest
www.kentuckysheepandfiber.com
May 25 – 26
Tennessee Fiber Festival
www.tnfiberfestival.com
May 26 – 27
Great Lakes Sheep & Fiber Festival
Ohio
www.greatlakesfibershow.com
May 26 – 27
Massachusetts Sheep & Woolcraft
Fair
www.masheepwool.org
June 9 – 10
Iowa Sheep & Wool Festival
www.iowasheep.com
June 22 – 24
Oregon Black Sheep Gathering
www.blacksheepgathering.org
August 18-19
Michigan Fiber Fest
www.michiganfiberfestival.info
Sept. 3 – 4
Missouri World Sheep & Fiber Arts
Festival
www.worldsheepfest.com
Sept. 7 – 9
Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival
www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestiva
l.com

Sept. 8 – 9
Garden State NJ Sheep & Fiber
Festival
www.njsheep.org/festival
Sept. 8 – 9
Pennsylvania Endless Mountains
Fiber Fest
www.pafiberfestival.com
Sept. 15 – 16
Ohio Midwest Festival of Fibers
www.awoolgathering.com
Sept. 21 – 23
California Wool & Fiber Festival
www.fiberfestival.com
Oct. 6 – 7
New Mexico - The Wool Festival at
Taos
www.taoswoolfestival.org
Oct. 6 – 7
Virginia Fall Fiber Festival &
Montpelier Sheep Dog Trials
www.fallfiberfestival.org
Oct. 19 – 20
Southern Indiana Fiber Arts Festival
www.southernindianafiberarts.com
Oct. 20 – 21
New York Sheep & Wool Festival
www.sheepandwool.com
Oct. 26 – 28
North Carolina Southeastern Animal
Fiber Fair
www.saffsite.org
Nov. 3 – 4
Fiber Fest @ Big E in W. Springfield,
MA
Nov. 9 – 11
Texas Kid 'n Ewe and Lamas too
www.kidnewe.com

MARKETING YOUR TUNIS!
Ads on the website - $10 Ads in the Newsletter - $15 Same ad in both places - $20
NEWSLETTER - PROMOTIONAL PACKETS - & BROCHURES! - 20 for $5

Remember when you sell a sheep...
Send the name & address & we'll send them a
PROMOTIONAL PACKET OF INFORMATION!
(It's like a bonus that comes from buying sheep from you!)

