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NTSRI NEWSLETTER 

NTSRI is run mainly by volunteers. It usually is the 
same people who tirelessly roll up their sleeves and get 
the job done. This unfortunately, can be a thankless job 
with the only reward being a better Association for all in 
the end. I know that society as a whole is moving 
toward finding fault as if there is some kind of reward in 
it. It seems easier to blame instead of offering 
solutions. It is a rare moment when you hear the words 
"thank you" anymore.  

Today, I want to change that. I will say THANK 
YOU!!!! I appreciate and thank all of the volunteers of 
NTSRI. Your many hours of hard work and service are 
appreciated. I especially want to thank three long time 
volunteers for their many years of service.   

Thank you to our retiring Treasurer Sally Barney. 
She has served for many years in all areas of the NTSRI. 
To her, I give my sincere gratitude! Bill Kerns will serve 
as interim Treasurer until the position is filled. 

Thank you to Kelly Stumpe. He is stepping down 
from his post as Youth Chairman, Region 7 alternate and 
Stars of Louisville sale coordinator. I appreciate the 
many hours spent making the association a better place 
for our Tunis kids. Jeff and Julie Munsey will now serve 
as Co-Chairs of the youth committee. 

Thank you to Louise Dunham. She will be stepping 
down as our Newsletter Editor, a position that though 
there is a small stipend, the association couldn’t afford 
to pay for all her time spent in producing the 
newsletter. Thank you for all the years you have spent 
educating, informing and entertaining our members. I 
know this was a labor of love for you.  

Contact your director for more information on this 
position and refer to the SOP on the website.  

Thank you to all the members of NTSRI for allowing 
me the opportunity to serve as your President this year. 
It truly was an honor and a privilege to serve you! 

Now it is your turn to pay it forward today and 
thank a volunteer... It goes a long way! 

Tammie Serafin 

President’s Message 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

NATIONALNATIONALNATIONALNATIONAL    JUNIORJUNIORJUNIORJUNIOR    TUNISTUNISTUNISTUNIS    ASSOCIATION:ASSOCIATION:ASSOCIATION:ASSOCIATION:    

We are proud to announce the newly formed National 
Tunis Junior Association (NTJA). We have put together a 
fantastic group of young individuals. The NTJA has 
representation in each of the seven regions of the Country. 
We are pleased to have the following young people as the 
NTJA Directors and Intern Directors. Region 1 Director: 
Brianna Taylor; Intern Director position is open. Region 2 
Director: Taylor Harrison; Intern Director is open. Region 3 
Director: Ashley Blum (Secretary); Intern Director: Drew 
Ridgeway. Region 4 Director: Jessica Swihart (Treasurer); 
Intern Director: Olivia Brown. Region 5 Director: Lindsey 
Casey (Vice President); Intern Director: Eliza Casey. Region 6 
Director: Rachel Schambow (President); Intern Director: 
Morgan Munsey. Region 7 Director: Jasmine Hill; Intern 
Director: Jacob Long. Congratulations to everyone we know 
you are all excited to take on the responsibilities and get the 
NTJA off to a great start.   

The National Tunis Junior Association has conducted 
their first meeting. There were many items to cover on the 
agenda. We will be conducting our next meeting on April 
22nd. The NTJA Directors and Intern Directors are reviewing 
the Constitution and Bylaws from the NTSRI and other sheep 
organizations and will begin to write their Constitution and 
Bylaws for this new and exciting Youth Organization. 

Continued on page 8 
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MINUTES - NTSRI Board of Directors Meeting  

- Friday, May 27, 2011, 3 p.m. 

Before the meeting was called to order by President 
Paul Cassell an agenda was put together for the meeting 
based on a preliminary agenda submitted to Paul Cassell and 
Tammie Serafin by Dale Huhnke and Dan Kleman.  With Paul 
Cassell, Dan Kleman, Dale Huhnke, Robin Swartz, Eric Irvine, 
Bill Kerns, Troy Staples, Sally Barney, in attendance with 
Tammy Serafin on a speaker phone do to flight problems. 

Minutes were approved from the last meeting.  

Old business: 

Christening names was discussed, and Eric made a 
motion to recommend at the general meeting a fee of $50.00 
for christening. Robin seconded the motion. Motion passed 
unanimously.  

Dale reported on the Tunis directory, and the Tunis 
calendar. Paul and the board commended Dale on what a 
great job he did, on these projects. 

Dale made a presentation of a Tunis display, and after 
discussion Dan made a motion to authorize Dale to purchase a 
6Ft. single color display for under $400.00. Bill seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 

Tammy reported the results of the regional director 
elections. 

• Region 1 Bill Kerns is the director and Troy Staples is 
the alternate. 

• Region 3 Eric Irvine is the Director.  

• Region 6 Dale Huhnke is the director. Doug Garey 
was submitted as the alternate for the region and 
was discussed by the board.   

• Tammy also reported that the president will need to 
appoint alternate directors for regions 3 and 6.   

Elections: 

President - Tammy Serafin and Dale Huhnke were 
nominated. Eric made a motion to close nomination and 
Robin seconded, motion carried. Tammy Serafin is the new 
president.                       

Vice President - Dale Huhnke and Eric Irvine were 
nominated. Dale made a motion to close nomination and Bill 
seconded, motion carried. Eric Irvine is the new vice 
president.                                      

Secretary - Dan Kleman, Dale Huhnke, Paul Cassell and 
Bill Kerns declined nominations. Robin Swartz was nominated 
and elected unanimously.   

Treasurer Report: 

Sally Barney provided the treasurer’s report and advised 
that the NTSRI funds were in good shape.  Paul Cassell moved 
to accept the report and Dan Kleman seconded.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 

Futurity: 

Next the age for participating in the futurity 
competition was discussed.  Currently there is an 8-year-old 
minimum.  After much discussion, the age limit was changed 
to allow any child capable of controlling the head of the 
futurity nominated animal to participate.  After much 
discussion, Eric Irvine reassured the board that the youth 
committee had full consensus to lower the age of futurity 

ASSOCIATION NEWS 
participants. Dan Kleman made the motion and Paul Cassell 
seconded.  The motion then carried  

Futurity Brochure:  

Next, the futurity brochure was discussed and the age 
requirements to participate in the futurity competition were 
changed in the brochure and the board unanimously approved 
the printing of the brochure on the motion made by Dale 
Huhnke and seconded by Paul Cassell.             

National Sale 2012: 

After being informed that the Great Lake Sale in 
Wooster, Ohio was the only eligible sale to serve as the 
national sale, the board unanimously approved it as the 
national sale for 2012 on a motion made by Dale Huhnke and 
seconded by Paul Cassell.  

National Show Rotation: 

The board was informed of the national show rotation 
for the next three years: 2011 Big E, 2012 Missouri State Fair, 
and 2013 NAILE. 

Donation in memory of Peter Harris: 

On a motion made by Dale Huhnke and seconded by Paul 
Cassell, the board authorized a donation in the amount of 
$100 to the family of longtime Tunis breeder and former 
director Peter Harris. 

NAILE Show: 

The 2011 NAILE Tunis show will be at 8 a.m. on Monday 
morning. 

Publish SOPs: 

On a motion made by Paul Cassell and seconded by Bill 
Kerns, the board unanimously approved the publishing of the 
NTSRI SOPs on the website.   

Non-dues paying members selling at the national sale:  

The board discussed this issue, but no action was taken. 

Yearling ewe jackpot:  

Bill Kerns discussed the yearling ewe jackpot to be held 
Monday after the show at the 2011 NAILE.  30 sheep from 13 
farms have been entered.  3 judges will select the winner.  
The winner will receive ½ of the jackpot.  

National Show Update: 

The national show will be held at the Big E in 
September.  Bill Kerns reported on numerous events that 
have been scheduled.    

Membership concern about constitution setting of 
membership age limit: 

This issue was discussed, but the board felt that the 
constitutional revisions had been properly conducted.  No 
action was taken. 

2012 National Junior Show:  

Upon a motion made by Paul Cassell and seconded by 
Dale Huhnke, the board unanimously approved that the 2012 
National Junior Show will be held at the All-American in Iowa. 

Adjournment: 

With no further action to be completed, upon a motion 
made by Paul Cassell and seconded by Dale Huhnke, the 
board unanimously approved adjournment.  

MINUTES PROVIDED BY BILL KERNS....APRIL 15, 2012 
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MINUTES - NTSRI Board of Directors Meeting  

August 28, 2011 Teleconference 

Meeting was called to order by President Tammie Serafin 
at 4:05 pm EST. Directors present at the meeting were Bill 
Kerns (Region 1), alternate Bob Bartholomew (Region 2), Eric 
Irvine (Region 3), Dan Kleman (Region 4), Paul Cassell (Region 
5), Dale Huhnke (Region 6), and Tammie Serafin (Region 7).  

Minutes of Previous Meetings: 

Dale Huhnke announced that he had additions/corrections 
to the minutes of the May 27, 2011 Board of Directors meeting 
in Wooster, OH and he emailed to the board and their 
alternates to review. It was tabled to approve these minutes to 
another meeting. Dale Huhnke moved and 2nd by Eric Irvine to 
approve the May 28, 2011 membership meeting minutes in 
Wooster, Ohio. The motion passed.  

Christening: 

The motion was made by Paul Cassell and 2nd by Eric 
Irvine to approve the recommendation by the membership to 
have christening names charges to be at $25.00 beginning 
January 1, 2012. The motion passed. The board will act upon at 
a later date to have an application/mechanism for the 
membership to fill out on the registrations papers and work 
with Associated Registries to have this ready by January 1, 
2012. There will be a lottery system set up in which the same 
name for a ram or ewe is sent in by two or more Tunis breeders 
to choose who will have that christening name.          

National Show: 

Bill Kerns updated the board on the final preparations for 
the 2011 National Tunis Show at the Big E. Currently there are 
21 exhibitors and 139 Tunis entered into the show. Several 
board members congratulated Bill and the Northeast Tunis 
Sheep Association in making the upcoming 2011 show a big 
success. 

National Display Board: 

Dale Huhnke reported that the National Display Board to 
promote Tunis is finished. Dale briefed the board that he went 
over the $400.00 limit by $48.17. Dale will send to the Board of 
Directors and their alternates the accounting breakdown of 
costs in the next few days. A motion was made by Paul Cassell 
and 2nd by Bob Bartholomew to have the treasurer pay Dale 
the extra $48.17. Motion passed.  

2011 National Junior Tunis Show/Youth: 

President Tammie Serafin led discussion about the 
concerns/complaints she got from parents of Junior Members 
who attended the 2011 National Junior Tunis Show in July. 
Concerns/complaints included no gifts were given to the Junior 
Tunis Members, a group photo wasn’t taken, or no special 
welcome was given. Discussion was made that we should send 
the participants of the show a letter and a gift card thanking 
them for exhibiting their Tunis at the show. It was also noted 
that this activity under the Youth Committee SOP and that in 
the future the youth committee will handle the Junior Show 
activities. It was noted that for the 2012 National Junior Tunis 
Show in Iowa that Kate Lambert will be the liaison/point 
person to handle/plan activities for the Junior Tunis members. 
A motion was made by Bob Bartholomew and 2nd by Paul 
Cassell that we will send to the 2011 Junior Tunis Exhibitors a 
$20.00 Walmart Gift Card. The motion passed. The board of 
directors will have Sally Barney purchase the gift cards and 
send them out along with a letter from President Tammie 
Serafin. 

President Tammie Serafin led discussion about the 
formation of a Junior Youth Board after the concerns/ 
complaints came up about the 2011 National Junior Tunis Show. 
Before the board of directors meeting today, Tammie sent an 
email to all the board and their alternates a junior board 
formation outline that was developed by Tunis breeder Kate 
Lambert. After some discussion about the outline Paul Cassell 
made a motion and 2nd by Bob Bartholomew that we refer this 
Junior Board outline to the youth committee and they make a 
proposal to the board and report at Louisville. The motion 
passed.   

Wool Committee:  

President Tammie Serafin received a proposal from the 
wool committee at the National Sale in Wooster, Ohio about 
receiving funds for the 2012 show from Tunis breeder Kim Day. 
The committee asked for $500 in funding that included print 
advertising, moving the wool show out of the sale sheep barn 
and into the area where wool spinning and wool buyers 
congregate at the Great Lakes Fiber Show and participate in 
the skein competition. Dale Huhnke reported that he asked Kim 
Day how many Tunis entries we had over the years. In 2009 we 
had 17 entries; 2010 we had 10 entries; and in 2011 we had 6 
entries. Discussion continued with “how much does it cost to 
have a display in the Fiber Show”; “the amount of money that 
the wool committee is asking”; and “the number of Tunis 
entries of the show”. A motion to table this proposal was made 
by Bill Kerns and 2nd by Paul Cassell. The motion passed. 

Production Committee:  

President Tammie Serafin received concerns from several 
Tunis breeders that the production side of the Tunis is not 
being addressed and a committee should be formed. A motion 
was made by Paul Cassell and 2nd by Eric Irvine that a 
production committee be formed and that they develop an SOP 
for the Board of Directors. The motion passed. 

Tunis Brochure: 

It came to the attention of President Tammie Serafin from 
Louise Dunham that we are very low on the legal size Tunis 
promotional pamphlets and we would need to either reprint or 
develop a new one. After some discussion on how many we had 
left and if we should continue to have one because of the 
recent printing of the 2011 Directories, it was recommend by 
the board to have Dale Huhnke develop a mock up for a new 
promotional brochure (standard paper size) with the new logo 
and to get costs for printing a new brochure. Printing costs will 
include the quantity of 5,000, 2,500 or 1,000.  

Other Items of Business: 

Dan Kleman asked that if the youth fund paid for the lead-
line winners of 2010 and it was noted that Treasurer Sally 
Barney did pay these winners. Bob Bartholomew reiterated that 
this needs to be done ASAP. 

Dale Huhnke noted that when he went to the NTSRI 
website that he couldn’t find the lead-line form and that two 
individuals at the Indiana State Fair won their classes while 
leading Tunis. It was noted by the Board that we will continue 
to offer premiums to winners in lead line classes. 

President Tammie Serafin noted that two committees 
wanted to add new members. The show and sale committee 
wanted to add Georgina Anderson and Shelly Long to their 
committee and for the youth committee add Kate Lambert and 
Dan Erwin. It was moved by Dale Huhnke and 2nd by Eric Irvine 
that the show and sale committee add the Tunis breeders  

Continued next page 
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Georgina Anderson of Kentucky and Shelly Long of Missouri to 
their committee. Motion passed. 

It was moved by Paul Cassell and 2nd by Eric Irvine that 
the youth committee add the Tunis breeders Kate Lambert of 
Missouri and Dan Erwin of Ohio to their committee. Motion 
passed.  

Dale Huhnke noted that the remaining minutes to the 
July 22, 2010 Board of Directors Teleconference meeting was 
still outstanding/couldn’t find them on his computer. Paul 
Cassell noted that those minutes will be put together soon for 
the board.  

Dale Huhnke noted that the SOP’s that were developed 
were not on the NTSRI website. It was noted that they will be 
sent to Debbi Brown to be put on the website. Paul Cassell 
and Bob Bartholomew asked that they get a copy of these 
SOP’s and Dale Huhnke said that he would email his copies to 
Paul and Bob.  

Dale Huhnke noted that ad sales for the 2012 calendar 
are slow and he asked for help by the Board of Directors in 
getting advertisers for the calendar. We need 9 more 
advertisers by September 5 in order to breakeven/make a 
profit for this endeavor in which money raised will go toward 
the youth fund and to have the calendars ready for sale by 
the National Show at the Big E at the end of September. Bob 
Bartholomew gave a couple of names to Dale to contact about 
advertising.  

Eric Irvine reminded the Board of Directors about the 
upcoming KILE Tunis Sale on Saturday October 8. Eric is 
looking for a couple more consignments to the sale. It was 
noted to Eric that he is getting $300.00 for the KILE Junior 
Tunis Show from NTSRI.  

Eric Irvine and Dan Kleman brought up that several Tunis 
members are not getting their Tunis newsletter. Eric 
discussed this with Louise Dunham that several emails get 
kick-backed to her each issue as undeliverable emails.  

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 
5:29 pm EST.    

Respectfully Submitted, Dale Huhnke 

MINUTES PROVIDED BY BILL KERNS...APRIL 15, 2012 

ELECTION RESULTS ARE IN! 

The election for Region 2 and Region 7 are now 
completed. In Region 2, 15 ballots were returned and Robin 
Swartz will continue as Director and Bob Bartholomew will 
serve as the alternate. In Region 7, 25 ballots were 
returned and Tammie Serafin will continue as Director and 
Eric Kleman will serve as the alternate. 

Respectfully submitted, Kathy Niese  

� � � � � � � � � � � 

BRUCE HUNT AWARD: BY LYLE HOTIS 

Reminder - Bruce Hunt Tunis Shepherd of the Year 
Nominations are now being accepted. The procedure is to 
write a nominating letter or article citing your candidate’s 
qualities and submit your nomination to news editor for 
publication in the Newsletter. The July newsletter will be 
the last opportunity to do so this year. There are currently 
two active nominations. The award will be presented at a 
major event in the fall.  

For those who don’t know, Bruce Hunt was a popular 
Tunis breeder from Massachusetts who exhibited such 
outstanding personal qualities and interest in the breed and 
our youth that a number of his friends established the 
award in his name.  Former winners include: Joe Seavey, 
Ken Mayes, Peter and Judy Harris, Sally Barney, Gary and 
Jeannie Grenier, Lyle Hotis, and last year’s winner Louise 
Dunham. The award is funded by Sandra Hunt Hamel in 
memory of her husband, presented by the Northeast Tunis 
Association. 

� � � � � � � � � � � 

The current list of SOPs (Standard Operating 
Procedures) for NTSRI are located at: 

http://www.tunissheep.org/association.htm 

NEW MEMBERS: 

Ryan Brittain, 4470 Alvin Rd., Mikado, MI 48745    Region 6 

Sherylee & Norm Foster, PO Box 244, Laclede, ID 83841   Region 7 

Cathy Johnson, 37411 Hidden Springs Ln, Purcellville, VA 20132  Region 5 

Mahoning Creek Farms, 6278 Rt 210 Hwy, Smicksburg, PA 16256  Region 3 

Amber Maxwell, 25414 Aptitude Terrace, Wesley Chapel, FL 33544  Region 5 

John W Messersmith,Jr., 53 Friends Rd., Denison, TX 75021  Region 7 

Earl McEvoy, 18 Highland St., Cambridge, MA 02138   Region 1 

Patty, Bill & Hayleigh Moore, 165 Trigg Rd., Bastrop, TX 78602  Region 7 

Jonah Rathjen-Vallejos, 297 Mood Hollow Rd., Knoxville, TN 37931 Region 5 

Eric & Beth Shafer, 5792 Phillips Rice, Cortland, OH 44410  Region 4 

Bill Snodgrass, 5642 500th 300W, New Palestine, IN 46163  Region 6 

Donna Spano, 94 Long Lane, Wallkill, NY 12589    Region 2 

Vanattia Alexan Stubbs, 2438 E 35005, Vernal, UT 84078  Region 7 

John & Cheryl Vogel & Shawntell Stiner, Box 85, Marvel, CO 81329 Region 7 

Judith Watson, 580 Colrain Rd., Greenfield, MA 01301   Region 1 
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NTSRI Treasurer’s Report 
TREASURER'S REPORT: 

This will be my last Treasurers 
Report. I would like to thank all of 
the members of the NTSRI for their 
support and encouragement. I started 
in June of 2003, since that time 
income and expenses have increased 
to 5 times the 2003 level. We have 
experienced tremendous growth and 
sometimes the growing pains that go 
along with that growth. 

I have always suggested to the Board 
that they utilize a frugal Yankee 
mindset when deciding how to spend 
our money. I believed and still do that 
we only spend what we have and that 
we maintain a balance large enough 
to sustain us through a time of 
disaster or tragedy that might result 
in a loss of income for a time. We are 
in such a place at the present time 
and I leave feeling good about the 
fact that NTSRI is in a sound financial 
position. 

I encourage you to become involved in 
your Registry. Having a diverse active 
membership leads to a healthy 
organization. Let’s not be insular and 
leave the work of the registry to a 
small group of seven Directors; 
volunteer for committees and let your 
voice be heard. As we grow we need 
to be sure we are meeting the needs 
and interests of the membership in all 
regions; with your participation that 
will happen. 

Sally Barney 

1/1/2012 – 4/14/2012 

Income: 

Associated Registries ..... $ 3,199.95 

Calendar Ads ..................... 85.00 

Calendar Sales ................... 15.00 

Interest Checking..................1.89 

Interest Savings..................... .15 

NSF Reimbursement............127.00 

Star of Louisville entry ........100.00 

Tunis Directory .............. 2,876.29 

Web Ads........................... 30.00 

TOTAL ....................... $ 6,435.28 

Expenses: 

Advertising ................... $  135.50 

Brochure Printing..............  646.16 

Christening Fees AR............. 28.50 

Dues Fees AR ....................310.65 

Duplicate paper Fees AR .........5.70 

Midwest Jr Preview Show .....300.00 

NAILE Jr Show...................567.00 

NAILE Lead Line ................. 25.00 

NAILE Open Show............ 1,351.32 

Newsletter ......................390.28 

NSF Checks ......................102.00 

Postage AR ....................... 45.00 

Promotion Mailing............... 23.10 

Registration Fees AR...........282.15 

Star of LV Expense .............547.50 

Transfer Fees AR ...............322.05 

Webmaster Stipend ............250.00 

TOTAL ....................... $ 5,331.91 

............................... $ 1,103.37 

REGIONAL REPORTS: 
OHIO TUNIS SHEEP ASSOCIATION: 

OHIO STATE FAIR INFORMATION: 

June 20th - Entry Deadline 
Wednesday, August 1st - Sheep Arrive 
Thursday, Aug. 2nd -  8:00 am - Jr Showmanship 
 10:00 am -Jr Tunis Showmanship 
 3:00 pm - Open Class Tunis Show 
Sunday, August 5th - Sheep Leave   

OHIO TUNIS SHEEP ASSOCIATION....Officers for 2012! 

President - Linda Whitenack    

Vice - President - Tom Mann 

Treasurer - Irene Bruns 

Secretary - Kristen Swihart 

Board of Directors:  

(2013) Mike Niese, (2014) Matt Maag, (2015) Dan Erwin 

NORTHEAST TUNIS SHEEP ASSOCIATION: 

The Northeast Tunis Sheep Association had the annual 
meeting on Sat. April 14, 2012 at the home of Sharon and 
Bill Kerns. Bill and Sharon have hosted this event for several 
years and this year they even provided great weather. 

We had a full agenda that was put on hold half way through 
the meeting to have lunch catered by a Brianna Taylor's 4-H 
group. Thank you for a delicious lunch. We were excited to 
discuss plans for the Northeast Regional show to be held at 
Eastern States with the show being at 8:00am Saturday 
September 22nd. This year we have added slick sheared 
classes and Eastern States will be providing a Jr. show in 
conjunction with the open show. With the success of the 
Tunis meeting area at the National show we are looking to 
establish a meeting area again so please stop by and visit. 
We will be having some activities as we did last year and the 
Ice Cream social is already on the agenda. This year’s show 
will also include a Best headed Ram and Ewe.  

Continued on Page 6 

BALANCE SHEET – as of 4/14/2012 

Account    Balance 

ASSETS – Cash & Bank Accounts 

Certificate of Deposit ...............$5,113.90 

KILE-NAILE Regional Jr Shows ............ 0.00 

National Tunis Sheep Registry....... 2,030.85 

National Tunis Sheep Registry, Inc. 5,167.68 

NTSRI Tunis Youth Fund .............. 3,156.17 

Star of Louisville Sale ................ 2,195.21 

Tunis Calendars ......................... 355.00 

Tunis Directory 2012.................  4,905.15 

Tunis Spirit.................................. 0.00 

TOTAL Cash & Bank Accounts .... $22,923.96 

TOTAL ASSETS ...................... $22,923.96      

 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 

Liabilities...................................$0.00 

Equity................................ $22,923.96 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY ..... $22,923.96 

PLEASE: ALL MONEY NEEDS TO BE RECEIVED 
IN US FUNDS!! 

SHOW & SALE ROTATIONSHOW & SALE ROTATIONSHOW & SALE ROTATIONSHOW & SALE ROTATION    

National Sale - 2012 - Great Lakes Show - 
Wooster, OH 

National Youth Show - 2012 Junior All 
American - Des Moines, IA 

National Open Show - 2012 – Missouri 
State Fair - Sedalia, MO 

National Open Show - 2013 – NAILE - 
Louisville, KY 
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REGION 1 - New England & 
Eastern Canada 
DIRECTOR - Bill Kerns 
112 Bolton Rd. 
Box 322 
Harvard, MA 01451 
billkerns@charter.net  
H – 978.456.1240  
BEST WAY?  Leave message if no 
answer 
 
ALTERNATE – Troy Staples 
366 Southern Bay 
Penobscot, ME 04476 
bouldercreektunis@yahoo.com   
H-207-326-9131  
C-207-460-8418  
BEST WAY?  @ Home between 6:30 
& 9:00 pm 
 
REGION 2 - New York 
DIRECTOR - Robin Swartz (Talley) 
706 Vernal Rd. 
Attica, NY 14011 
Swartzja92@yahoo.com  
C – 716-474-0215  
BEST WAY?  Call me 8:15-9:15 pm 
or in the am 
 
ALTERNATE – Bob Bartholomew 
174 Dales Bridge Rd. 
Germantown, NY 12526 
bbarfarm@aol.com  
H – 518-537-4476  
C – 518-755-1701  
BEST WAY?  Email then cell 

REGION 3 - PA, NJ, DE, & MD 
DIRECTOR - Eric Irvine 
288 Mack Rd. 
W. Sunbury, PA 16061 
canchaser@zoominternet.net 
H – 724-650-4880  
BEST WAY?  Phone or email 
 
ALTERNATE – Walter Clark 
20867 Ryan Rd. 
Meadville, PA 16335 
wwclark@windstream.net  
H – 814-333-0251  
BEST WAY?  Email or phone in the 
evenings 
 
REGION 4 - Ohio & West Virginia 
DIRECTOR - Dan Kleman 
10557 Co Rd M 
Ottawa, OH 45875 
dkleman57@gmail.com   
H – 419-538-6383  
C -  419-235-3096  
BEST WAY?  Call cell phone 1st! 
 
ALTERNATE – Dan Erwin 
1401 Boundary Rd. 
Richwood, OH 43344 
dcerwin4@hardin.net 
H – 740-943-3792  
BEST WAY?  Email. 
 
REGION 5 - VA, KY, TN, NC, SC, 
GA, MS, AL, & FL 
DIRECTOR - Paul Cassell 
1686 Lovers Lane 
Wytheville, VA 24382 
pcasse2001@yahoo.com  
C - 202-255-1764  
BEST WAY?  Call cell phone   
Anytime...leave a message. 

 
ALTERNATE – Georgina Anderson 
515 Carpenter Creek 
Hustonville, KY 40437 
georgina.anderson@gmail.com 
H - 606-346-3916  
BEST WAY?  Home phone 

 
REGION 6 - Indiana, Illinois, & 
Michigan 
Director - Dale Huhnke 
5995 N 600 E 
Hamlet, IN 46532 
dalehuhnke@yahoo.com  
C - 630-881-8108   
BEST WAY?  By email or after 6 pm 

 
ALTERNATE – Doug Garey 
1669 2600th St. 
Atlanta, IL 61723 
GareyTunis@gmail.com   
H - 217-648-2784 

 
REGION 7 - Wisconsin & west of 
the Mississippi River plus Western 
Canada 
DIRECTOR - Tammie Serafin 
5193 NW Dumbeck Ave. 
Albany, OR 97321 
trail2win@msn.com  
C – 831-809-3751  
BEST WAY?  By email or cell phone 

 
ALTERNATE – Eric Kleman 
1510 11th Ave N Apt. 1 
Fargo, ND 58108 
Eric.Kleman@my.ndsu.edu  
419-235-2638 

 

NTSRI REGIONAL 
DIRECTORS 

Regional Reports – Northeast Tunis Sheep Association continued 

The New England Sale and Youth Show will also include a Best headed Ram and Ewe and will be given this year in memory 
of Peter Harris. NETSA and NTSRI will each be providing a $50.00 credit for a futurity lamb at this sale. We also decided to 
provide additional monies for the youth show. Devan Newton will be holding a 50/50 raffle to support the youth, thank 
you Devan for your help and support. 

We would like to congratulation Brianna Taylor for representing Region 1 as the new member of NJTA as well as serving 
another year as the NETSA youth Ambassador. Brianna will also be organizing a pizza party for the Tunis youth and their 
families.  

At this time I would like to remind everyone it is once again time to recognize individual who have contributed notably to 
the promotion and preservation of the Tunis sheep by nominating them for the Bruce Hunt National Tunis Shepherd of the 
Year award. Individuals need to be nominated by a committee of their peers from within the Tunis family of membership 
for this honor and it is awarded annually and presented at a major Tunis Function. Individual members are also invited to 
nominate a person for this recognition by writing a article or letter in support of their nominee. The letters should be sent 
to the newsletter editor.  

I hope everyone had a successful lambing season.  

Troy Staples, President 
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Regional Reports continued 

Bill Kerns, Region 1 Director writes....  

Region 1 is doing great with 55 members from 42 farms, 
including 17 youth engaged in promoting the Tunis breed. 
Congratulations to Brianna Taylor for representing the Region 
to the newly formed National Tunis Junior Association (NTJA); 
we are looking for great things to come from this new 
initiative in the coming years. The NTJA is lead by Jeff and 
Julie Munsey of Lafayette, IN. 

Many activities are in the planning process for Region 1 
this year:  

• The Annual NETSA members’ meeting is planned for April 
14 at WindSong Farms, Harvard, MA.  

• The New England Sale & Youth Show at the Big E is July 
20th to July 22nd. The Tunis Open Show is July 20th and the 
Sale is on July 21st.  The Tunis Youth Show will be on 
Sunday July 22nd.   

• Big E Show is September 19th to 27th. The Northeast 
Regional Tunis Show is scheduled for Saturday, September 
22nd at 8:00 a.m.   

• The 2012 Fiber Fest at the Big E in Springfield, MA will be 
November 3rd and 4th. This is the third year running and 
growing! There will be 240-260 vendors with wool 
products, demonstrations and fashion shows, including the 
“Make It with Wool Competition” for the New England 
Region. Presented by Eastern States and the New England 
Sheep and Wool Growers Association.  

• The 2012 Tunis Yearling Ewe Jackpot Show at NAILE is 
well underway with 35 ewes entered from 15 farms across 
the US. The final 2012 payment is due 1 July 2012. The 
first payment for 2013 is due on 15 August 2012.  

Over the past few months, I have been in touch with 
Region 1 members by email to explore their interest in having 
access to a fully electronic web-based registry, membership 
management and payment system. Of course, we will need to 
maintain a paper and stamp system in parallel for some time 
to come. Nevertheless, I believe it is time to plan for the 
future. The response from Region 1 was clear and 100% 
supportive of moving in this direction with a paper backup 
system still being equally important for a minority. As the 
direction seems clear, I have been looking into available 
systems that may meet our needs and plan to review options 
for discussion with the Board soon. Please write to me with 
your voice of approval or dissent. 

Founded on its roots in the Northeast by NETSA, the 
NTSRI youth Futurity program has become a successful event 
that is now largely supported by youth in the Midwest and 
West as lambs can only be purchased at NTSRI sponsored sales 
and not off the farm as in the past with the NETSA futurity. 
Purchasing lambs at public sales means that all are eligible to 
compete for eligible lambs, making it fairer to all youth than 
direct off the farm purchases. In Region 1, we have only one 
NTSRI-sponsored sale (New England Sale) in July of each year. 
For most non-futurity youth events, sheep must be owned 
much earlier in the year, making this sale unattractive for 
youth looking for 4-H lambs and/or futurity lambs. I have 
explored with those in Region 1 and the Board their interest in 
supporting a national on-line auction, in late spring, 
exclusively for Tunis futurity lambs. This should be open to all 
in the country for buying or selling. I think this will create a 
large pool of great lambs and everyone will have the same 
access. Volunteer enthusiasts are welcome and will be needed 

to run the program if it gets off the ground. Please let me 
hear your thoughts on this topic.  

I hope all have had a great lambing season. If you have 
any questions or any concerns about the business of the 
NTSRI, please feel free to call or e-mail me.  

Kindest regards, Bill Kerns, Region 1 Director, 
billkerns@charter.net, 978.456.1240 

Greetings from the Pacific Northwest!! 

I hope everyone got through lambing season without 
any major glitches. We had a very heavy ewe lamb year (29 
ewes and 4 rams). I won't be complaining anytime soon. :) 

Our Regional elections are over with me remaining as 
your director and Eric Kleman as your alternate. Please 
continue to feel free to contact either of us with your 
questions and concerns. 

The National Tunis Jr Association is in the ground work 
phase. I am excited to report that we have three Region 7 
members serving. Rachel Schambow of WI will serve as 
President; Jasmine Hill of OR will serve as Director and 
Justin Long of MO as an intern. Great job you guys! I am 
excited to see what the future holds for you. 

The Midwest Jr Preview will be held June 16, 2012 in 
Chilicothe, MO. This is a great show for the kids!! 

The Sedalia Stud Ram Sale will be June 25-30, 2012. 
Tunis will show Monday the 25th @ 2:30 pm. They sell 
Wednesday the 27th @ 4 pm. Mark Chapman will be the 
judge for this show. If you can't make this sale in person, no 
worries! You can watch and bid from the comfort of your 
home on your computer. There will be trucks there from all 
points west for all your transportation needs. Contact Kate 
Lambert for any additional questions. 

Greg Deacon has contacted me once again about any 
interest in Tunis being bought or sold at the Nugget sale in 
Reno or Top of the Rockies Sale. Is there any interest in 
moving into these sales?? 

The Jr All American will once again host the National 
Jr Tunis Show. This year it will be in Des Moines, Iowa July 
6-8, 2012. This year’s theme is "Showing off in the fields of 
opportunity." The Adventureland Hotel will serve as 
headquarters. The All American is offering free admission to 
the Adventureland Park after 2pm for all exhibitors!! The 
judges this year will be Stacy Scramlin of WI, Wes Limesand 
of ND and Justin Benz of WY. Entries are due June 1st. 
There will be quite a few kids coming from the west this 
year. If you would like to go and need transportation, let me 
know. I can give you a few names. 

The National Tunis Show will be held in Sedalia, MO 
August 12-14, 2012. Sheep arrive Sunday, August 12. They 
show Tuesday, August 14 at 6pm. You can be released after 
the show. Entries are due July 5th.  The host hotel will be 
Econolodge. Contact Kate Lambert for more information. 

As always, please keep me up to date with your farm 
news and don’t hesitate to contact me with questions or 
concerns. 

Tammie Serafin 

Our condolences go to Jerry White and family of 
South Vienna, Ohio for the recent loss of their wife 

and mother, Beverly White. 
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On Memorial Day weekend at The National Tunis Show 
& Sale in Wooster, Ohio the NTJA will be conducting their 
very first functions. We are pleased to announce that The 
Ketcham Family of Ketcham Sheep Equipment will be at this 
sale and they will be donating the "NTJA Young Flock 
Traveling Trophy" which will be officially unveiled at the 
NTSRI Dinner on Saturday evening. This trophy will be 
awarded to the Young Flock winner at the National Tunis 
Junior Show each year! The trophy will be passed on to the 
Young Flock winner year after year! Please remember if you 
are bringing items to the auction the items need to be 
checked in between 1:00 & 2:00 pm on Saturday. You will 
also need to designate which organization you would like the 
money to go to. If you wish it to go to the NTJA or Ohio 
Youth Association just let the person know when you bring 
your item in. The NTJA will also be conducting activities for 
all of the youth members and adults throughout the 
weekend. We will be announcing some of the NTJA plans 
and activities for the 2012 season. Scholarship applications 
are in and we will be announcing the winners at the Dinner 
on Saturday evening. The awards for the 2012 Tunis Ewe 
Lamb futurity will also be awarded after the Dinner. 

We are excited about the 
National Tunis Sale on Sunday! 
You will be able to purchase 
your Futurity Ewe Lambs for the 
show season. All Futurity Lambs 
will be paint stamped with an F 
on their back. This is the largest 
Tunis sale in the Country and 
quality is outstanding! We hope 
to see you all in Wooster, Ohio 
Memorial Day Weekend 

We would also like to say thank you to the NTSRI Board 
of Directors for their support. A huge THANK YOU goes out 
to Georgina Anderson of West wind Farms and Linda 
Whitenack of Brown Family Tunis for their Mentorship and 
Helping with interviews for the NTJA. 

Jeff & Julie Munsey, NTJA Coordinators, NTSRI Youth 

Chairmen, (765) 491-4708, jjmuns@hotmail.com 

MIDWESTMIDWESTMIDWESTMIDWEST    JUNIORJUNIORJUNIORJUNIOR    PREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEWPREVIEW    SHOWSHOWSHOWSHOW    

The Midwest Junior Preview Show, an all-breeds, 
national junior show will be held on Saturday, June 16th in 
Chillicothe, MO. This year’s cash payouts are expected to 
be over $6,000, exceeding the last two year’s payouts. 
Sheep can begin to arrive on Thursday but do not need to 
be in place until Saturday. 

The event will start Friday evening with a Pizza Party 
and showmanship clinic sponsored by Red Barn Branding and 
Promotions. These events are free to all exhibitors and 
their families. Pizza will arrive at 6pm and the 
showmanship clinic will start at 6:30pm. Professionals from 
all over the county will be on hand for the clinic which will 
start with a general question and answer session followed 
by a hands-on practice session in the show ring. Participants 
can bring sheep out into the ring where they will break into 
groups according to age. Each group will be directed by an 
industry professional with tips and hands on help for show 
ring techniques.   

The shows start Saturday morning with registration 
beginning at 6:30 am and shows beginning at 8:30 am. Day 
of registration is available but only those exhibitors 
registered online by June 1 are guaranteed an official show 
shirt sponsored by the Missouri Sheep Producers and an 
official show bag sponsored by Ketcham’s Sheep Equipment.  

The breed divisions will all show first with any 
registered breed being eligible as well as the commercial 
breeding sheep division (no wethers). Tunis are in the top 
breeds for funding! Following all breed divisions will be the 
showmanship classes with four individual classes split by 
age. Each of these winners will receive a cash prize of $100. 
Following the individual showmanship classes will be 
the newly added Parent/Child team showmanship classes 
(split by child’s age with two divisions). These are jackpot 
classes with the jackpot being paid back to the winning 
team! Following the jackpot classes will be the Supreme 
Breed Flock selection where exhibitors from each breed will 
work with each other to put together a flock representing 
their breed (at least two exhibitors must have sheep in the 
flock). The winner of this award will have a cash prize 
donated to their breed’s funding for the 2013 show! 

Continued on next page   

"OUR YOUNG 
PEOPLE ARE 
THE FUTURE 
OF OUR BREED 

AND OUR 
LEADERS OF 

TOMORROW" 

2011 YOUTH – EWE LAMB FUTURITY WINNERS! 

JR MEMBER Futurity Lamb # of Shows  Points 

1ST - KALEB SCHAKEL, IN SCHAMBOW 561 5  90  Perfect! 

2ND - MIKEAL FINKLEA, PA JET 1100 5  56 

3RD - MIKEAL FINKLEA, PA UPTOWN 1103 5  51  

4TH - JUSTINE SWARTZ, NY TRIPLE T 1103 5  44 

5TH - JACOB LONG, MO CRAFT 9 5  34 

6TH - FRANK IRVINE, PA S & T 1836 4  32  

7TH - EMILY BELEWICH, NY RQL 1114 3  15 

***Remember this is the reason for a youth member to purchase a Futurity nominated ewe lamb at the 
sponsored sales!  And you might even win a sales credit to help with that purchase! 

THE CHECKS WILL BE 

PRESENTED AT THE 

SOCIAL EVENING AT 

WOOSTER!  

$1,500 WILL BE SPLIT 

AMONG THE WINNERS! 
 

Youth News continued from Page 1 
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2012 ALL-AMERICAN JUNIOR SHOW BEING HELD IN 

DES MOINES, IOWA....FEATURING THE NATIONAL JUNIOR 
TUNIS SHOW! 

The 2012 All-American Junior Sheep Show is going to 
be held at Iowa State Fairgrounds, Des Moines, IA from July 
6-8, 2012. The All-American is the premier junior breeding 
sheep show in the country. The breeds participating this 
year are: Polled Dorsets, Horned Dorsets, Hampshires, 
Southdowns, Cheviots, Columbias, Shropshires, Oxfords, 
Montadales, Shetlands, Natural Coloreds, Romneys, Tunis, 
Dorpers and new for 2012, Polypays. Several meat breeds 
will feature slick shorn classes once again this year at the 
All-American. Judges for this year’s event will be Stacey 
Scramlin, South Dakota and Justin Benz, North Dakota. Wes 
Limesand, also of North Dakota, will be joining us to judge 
the third ring on Saturday, as we are expecting exceptional 
numbers for this years show. The National Junior Southdown 
Show and National Junior Tunis Junior Show will be held in 
conjunction with the All American Junior show this year.
  

If you have never attended an All-American Junior 
Show please make plans to attend this very special event! It 
is much more that just a sheep show, as there are several 
activities for the whole family. The show features a lamb 
camp for the young sheep owners, a 3-on-3 basketball 
tourney for the exhibitors, for Iowa this year there will also 
be an All American Takedown Wrestling tournament, a sheep 
skill-a-thon competition, a sheep judging contest, a family 
outing at Adventureland Amusement Park, free pizza and 
pork chop dinners for exhibitors and their families, a team 
showmanship competition, wool show for all breeds, 
promotional contests for exhibitors once again featuring a 
power point presentation category and an adult photography 
category, a college scholarship program for older exhibitors, 
and much more!  

The American Lamb Board will be on board sponsoring 
the Promotional Contests and Skill-a-Thon this year and both 
of these competitions will feature topics about the American 
Lamb product. Honor Show Chows became a major sponsor 
last year and are expected to be back with us in Iowa. Sydell 
has generously donated the trimming stand for the All 
American Raffle fundraiser and Alum-Line has donated a 
show box with seat that will be awarded to the top point 
individual in the skill-a-thon contest. McGuire Sheep Farms 
and Fairmont Foods will be sponsoring the family outing at 
Adventureland Amusement Park on Thursday and Featherlite 

Trailers will be co-sponsoring the pizza for Friday night with 
another anonymous donor. Many more sponsors are being 
lined up for the show and some of it events. A BIG THANK-
YOU to all of these sponsors as without their assistance this 
show would not be possible. 

Camping is available on the fairgrounds for $18.00-
$23.00 a night depending on utilities needed. No pre-show 
reservations required just check in at campground gate upon 
arrival. Room blocks have been reserved at the following 
area hotels: Adventureland Resort, 3200 Adventureland Dr., 
Altoona, IA 50009 Phone:(515)265-7321; Econo Lodge Inn & 
Suites, 410 E 30th St., Des Moines, IA 50317 Phone:(515)262-
2525; Best Western-Altoona Inn, 300 34th Ave NW, Altoona, 
IA 50009 Phone (515)967-2400 and Motel 6-Des Moines 
East/Altoona, 3225 Adventureland Dr., Altoona, IA 50009 
Phone 1-800-544-4866. Cut off dates at the hotels are from 
June 3-5, 2012 for the group rates under “All American 
Junior Sheep Show.” 

Entries close: JUNE 1st, 2012. New this year: there will 
be a higher entry fee for any late entries submitted after 
the deadline date and post entries at the show. Check out 
the All-American Website: www.allamericanjuniorshow.com 
for entry and further information 

The All-American Junior Show Committee has three 
major fundraising activities that are held to help raise 
funding for this special junior show. Coming back this year 
will be the All American Fundraiser Auction at the Midwest 
Stud Ram Sale during the re-instated Supreme Championship 
drives. Following is information on these activities and the 
show would certainly appreciate your support in these 
fundraising efforts: 

ALL-AMERICAN GIFT BASKET SILENT AUCTION 

Gift Baskets will be on display during the duration of the All-
American Show for bidding. Bidding will close on Sunday, 
July 8th at noon. Basket donations would be greatly 
appreciated. Just bring them to the show in Des Moines! 

ALL-AMERICAN JUNIOR SHOW RAFFLE TICKETS 

Cost $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00 

1st Prize: $1000 Cash Prize       

2nd Prize Sydell Hydraulic Trimming Stand ($530 value) 

3rd Prize: Outdoor Pop-Up Canopy (12’ X 12’) 

Tickets are available at the Continental Dorset Club Office, 
P.O. Box 506, North Scituate, RI 02857. Many sponsoring 
breeds mail out raffle tickets with their office work and 
annual dues notices so when you see them PLEASE lend your 
support! Final drawing will take place on Sunday, July 8th. 
Need not to be present to win.  

ALL-AMERICAN JUNIOR SHOW FUNDRAISER AUCTION 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27, 2012      

(During the Midwest Stud Ram Sale Supreme Champion 
Show) Noon, Swine Barn, Missouri State Fairgrounds,  
Sedalia, MO 

Please get any item donated for the auction to Carrie 
Taylor-Kelly, Millie Moore, Jo Bernard or Karey Claghorn 
before the event or bring to Sedalia. 

All donated items can be handed in at the FFA building 
where papers are checked in for the sale. 

COME & SUPPORT THE ALL-AMERICAN JUNIOR SHOW!!! 

Continued from previous page 

At day will conclude with the Supreme Champion Drive 
sponsored by Larry Mead who has again provided a $300 cash 
award for each Supreme Champion Ram and Ewe. 

To sponsor the event, enter online, or to learn more 
about the event, please visit the website at 
www.midwestjuniorpreviewshow.com or find us on Facebook! 
Call Kate Lambert with any questions at 660-541-0468.  

JR TUNIS SHOW AT THE BIG E - FALL OF 2012!  

Please spread the word about the newly added Junior 
Tunis show in conjunction with the open class Tunis show at 
the Big E. Premiums, ribbons and rosettes will be provided. So 
make your plans to show this fall in W. Springfield, MA! And 
spread the word!!! 
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THE NATIONAL TUNIS JUNIOR ASSOCIATION DIRECTORS AND INTERN DIRECTORS 
  
Ashley Blum (Region 3 Director and NTJA Secretary):  Hello my name is 
Ashley Blum and I am the National Tunis Junior Association's Secretary and 
Region 3 Director. I am new to the Tunis Sheep Industry but have been 
involved with sheep since I was 8 years old. I plan to take this wonderful 
opportunity to promote the Tunis breed as well as the sheep industry as a 
whole. I look forward to meeting and working with as many Shepherds and 
youth across the country as possible. 

 

 

 
 
Drew Ridgeway (Region 3 Intern Director):  Hi, I'm Drew Ridgeway and I am 
from Libertytown, Maryland.  My family has been raising Tunis for 16 years.  
Right now I currently have a small flock of Tunis ewes and a small flock of 
Commercial ewes that I raise for my market lambs.  I am a member of 4-H and 
FFA.  I am looking forward to serving the National Tunis Junior Association this 
year. 

Jessica Swihart (Region 4 Director and NTJA Treasurer):  My name is Jessica 
Swihart, and I am a Junior at the University of Findlay. I am the director of 
NTJA of district 4 and I am the NTJA's treasure. At the University of Findlay I am 
studying Animal science and minoring in Business Management. Through the 
University I am an active member of the Block and Bridle Club which I serve as 
secretary. I am also an advisor for my local 4-H club and though other clubs in 
my county. 
My family and I operate Swihart Moonlight Tunis, which we have 14 ewes, 2 
rams, and as of right now 9 lambs. Our operation sells lambs to local consumers 
and local breeders. We also try to show at all local shows and National shows. 

 

 

 
 
Olivia Brown (Region 4 Intern Director):  Hi I'm Olivia Brown from Creston Ohio. My 
family has been involved with Tunis sheep for eight years. I'm very excited and 
looking forward to 2012 show season, and the start of NTJA! 

 
Lindsey Casey (Region 5 Director and NTJA Vice President):  Lindsey is a 
college senior at Kennesaw State University majoring in History and Legal 
Studies. After graduating in 2012, she plans to attend law school. In her 
spare time, Lindsey enjoys raising and showing Tunis for Piney Wood 
Farm. 
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Elliza Casey (Region 5 Intern Director):  Elliza Casey is nineteen years old and lives 
in the small town of Taylorsville, Georgia.  She has been raising a small flock of 
Tunis sheep that consists of about 30 head. She is currently studying at Kennesaw 
State University and will transfer to The University of Georgia in the fall to study 
veterinary medicine.  In her spare time, she coaches little league softball and works 
at a local Veterinary clinic.  

 
Rachel Schambow (Region 6 Director and NTJA President):  I am senior at 
Milton High School and currently raise a flock of Tunis with my grandfather 
in addition to my family's flock of Suffolks. I plan to attend the University of 
Wyoming-Laramie next year to study Biology/Zoology. 

 

 

 
Morgan Munsey (Region 6 Intern Director):  My name is Morgan Munsey, I’m 12 
years old, and I live in Lafayette Indiana. I have had sheep for four years, and I 
absolutely love Tunis. I go to east Tipp Middle School, I am in 7th grade, and I 
play volleyball and softball. I have been in 4-H for 5 years. I have been a 
photographer for our 4-H club for two years. 

 
Jasmine Hill (Region 7 Director):  My name is Jasmine Hill I live in Marquam, 
Oregon on my family’s farm. I'm an active member in Clackamas county 4-H in 
which I show in 12 different project areas. I started my Tunis project 4 years 
ago. I'm looking forward to helping in the NTJA in any way I can, whenever I 
can. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Jacob Long (Region 7 Intern Director):  Jacob is the 14 year old son of Scott 
and Shelly Long.  He has had Tunis Sheep for 3 years now, but has wanted 
them since he was 8.  He is an active member of FFA and likes to play 
football, basketball and pole vault. 

Also serving on the NTJA:  Brianna Taylor (Region 1 Director) and Taylor Harrison (Region 2 Director) 
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SHEEP  SHOW SHEEP SHOW 

SHOWING  SHEEP SHOW SHEEP 

SHEEP SHOW SHEEP 
 

YEARLING EWE JACKPOT SHOW: 

2011-2012 Tunis Yearling Jackpot Show 

The Second Annual Tunis Yearling Jackpot Show continues to 
be off to a great start. The Jackpot is growing!!!! The third 
entry fee of $10.00/head was due April 1, 2012 and at the 
present time, there are fifteen farms participating with 35 
ewe lambs (now yearlings) entered. The next and final entry 
fee of $30.00/head is due July 1, 2012. Final details for the 
2012 Tunis Yearling Jackpot Show at the North American 
International Livestock Exhibition will be in the next 
newsletter. The payout…100% of entry fees and donor support, 
less cost (10% to NETSA for the Youth Programs) will be 
distributed to the first 5 places in the Jackpot Show. 1st place-
50%, 2nd place-20%, 3rd place-15%, 4th place-10%, 5th place-5%.  

2012-2013 Tunis Yearling Jackpot Show   

If you did not get involved this year, but would like to 
participate in the 2012-2013 Jackpot Show; please read the 
Tunis Yearling Ewe Jackpot Show information on the NTSRI 
website; call or write and I will be happy to send you the 
information. We will also have information pamphlets 
available at Wooster. This Jackpot Show is open to both junior 
and senior NTSRI members. The 2012-2013 Jackpot Show’s first 
entry fee of $5.00/head will be due July 1, 2012, more details 
in the next newsletter. 

Good luck and let’s hope that your yearling continues to 
mature and be the lucky one to win The Jackpot!  

Sharon Kerns, Harvard, MA  - 978.456.1240 
sharonkerns@charter.net 

May 20th - National Jr Tunis Show, Entry 
Deadline...Jr All American, Des Moines, IA 

May 25-27th - National Tunis Sale & Wool Show In 
Wooster, OH 

June 1st – National Jr Tunis Show Entry 
Deadline...Jr All American 

June 9th - Midwest Jr Preview Show in 
Chillicothe, MO 

June 25-30th - Midwest Stud Ram Sale In Sedalia, 
MO 

July 6-8th - National Jr Tunis Show at the All 
American Show In Des Moines, IA 

July 20-21st - New England Sale & Youth Show at 
W Springfield, MA 

Aug. 1-5th - Ohio State Fair at Columbus, OH 

Aug. 3-19th - Indiana State Fair at Indianapolis, 
IN 

Aug. 12-15th - National Tunis Show at Missouri 
State Fair in Sedalia, MO 

Sept. 19-25th - The Big E Tunis Show in W 
Springfield, MA 

Oct. 19-21st - New York Bred Ewe Sale at 
Rhinebeck, NY 

Nov. 10-16th - North American International 
Livestock Expo in Louisville, KY 

Please send dates to tunis@bright.net 

 

NATIONAL TUNIS SHOW at the MISSOURI STATE FAIR: 

Entry needs to be made through the Missouri State Fair and is due in by 
July 5th.  Visit their website @ www.mostatefair.com/. 

Sheep can arrive in Sedalia on Sunday, August 12.   

The 2012 National Tunis Show will be on Tuesday, August 14th at 6pm in 
conjunction with the Missouri State Fair.   

Need straw or hay?  Please contact Kate Lambert and we can make 
arrangements to get you straw or hay delivered to the fairgrounds so 
you don't have to haul it.  660-541-0468. 

Host Hotel: Econolodge in Sedalia Missouri 

Room Name: National Tunis Show 

Group Rate: $98 per night from Sunday through Wednesday 

Call:  660-826-8400 

Website: http://www.econolodge.com/hotel-sedalia-missouri-MO027 

The hotel has a connected bar and restaurant, swimming pool, and hot 
tub.  Rooms include microwaves and fridges.   

Sunday, August 12 -- Open Show Sheep can begin to arrive at State 
Fairgrounds.   

Monday, August 13 – Missouri Tunis Association will plan some social 
events!   

Tuesday, August 14 - National Tunis Show at 6 pm.  

Other events throughout the day.  Check back for more information. 

MIDWEST STUD RAM SALE: 

Midwest Stud Ram sale is always the last full week in 
June, this year’s Tunis show will be Monday, June 25 at 
approximately 4pm and the sale will be Wednesday, June 
27 in the afternoon. The Missouri Tunis Association will 
host a luncheon and raffle to raise funds for the National 
Tunis Show being held in Sedalia, Missouri this year.  An 
excellent consignment of Tunis is expected from all over 
the county again this year! Last year’s consignment 
hosted several Louisville class winners, the Senior 
Champion Ram at NAILE, and champions and class winners 
at many different events across the country. If you are 
unable to make the event but would like to purchase 
something, contact Kate Lambert or Kelly Stumpe about 
arrangements for transportation which is also available to 
most anywhere. 

Coming back to the Stud Ram Sale for the first time in 
years will be the selection of a Supreme Champion Ram 
and Ewe! The Stud Ram sale always used to select a 
Supreme Champion but years ago when the show/sale got 
so big it became difficult to find time to fit the Supreme 
Drive in before the sales started. With some re-arranging 
sale Management has been able to fit in this event once 
again. On Wednesday, before the sales start, the Tunis 
Champion Ram and Ewe will get a chance to compete in 
this Drive! 

As always, all sales are available to watch online. If you 
have any questions visit the sale’s website 
atwww.midwestramsale.com or contact Kate Lambert at 
660-541-0468. 
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NATIONAL SALE ACTIVITIES: 

"It's the Most Wonderful Time of the Year in Ohio!" 

May is the month the sheep show world comes 
alive, and it all starts Memorial Day weekend May 25, 
26, & 27, 2012 at the “National Tunis Show and Sale” in 
Wooster, Ohio! The Great Lakes Show and Sale 
continues to be a very profitable place to show and sell 
Tunis Sheep, last year, 23 breeders consigned 71 sheep 
to the sale and 40 buyers purchased $42,375 of Tunis 
sheep. More people buy and sell in Wooster than any 
Tunis Show and Sale in the country! 

The Ohio Tunis Sheep Association (OTSA) would 
like to extend a special invitation to all “Breeders and 
Buyers” to attend the “National Tunis Show and Sale”. 
OTSA is proud to host this show season kickoff event at 
our “Barnyard BBQ” a complimentary meal served at 
6:00 pm Friday night, the meal includes, pork 
barbeque, baked potatoes, baked beans, and all the 
fixings! The Saturday Night Banquet and Auction will be 
held in the Fairgrounds Dining Hall at 6:15, Mrs. Yoder’s 
Kitchen from Mt. Hope, have some of the best Amish 
cooking in the country, and they will cater our dinner 
again this year. Remember to drop off your auction 
items in the Dining Hall between 1:00 pm and 2:00 pm 
Saturday afternoon, Cynthy Kleman will be checking the 
auction items in at that time. Cynthy is also taking the 
reservations for the banquet. The meal for adults is 
$15.00 and children are $10.00, you should send your 
reservation form with checks payable to the Ohio Tunis 
Sheep Association to Cynthy Kleman, 10557 Road M, 
Ottawa, OH 45875, or call Cynthy, 419-538-6383. 
Sunday, “Sale Day,” coffee and donuts, and a light 
lunch will be provided as exhibitors prepare to enter 
the sale ring. 

We are looking forward to working with Greg and 
the staff of Banner Sales Management, and the staff at 
the Wayne County fairgrounds again this year; they do a 
great job of organizing and promoting the show and 
sale. 

OTSA members work very hard to make sure your 
time away from home is enjoyable and profitable, so 
join us on Memorial Day weekend as Judge Judy Moore 
looks over the consignments, and selects this year’s 
Champion Tunis Sheep! 

Hope to see everyone there! 

Linda Whitenack, OTSA President 

MORE ABOUT THE NATIONAL SALE.....May 25 – 27th 

Wayne County Fairgrounds, Wooster, OH 

SALE CATALOGS will be mailed the end of April and will be 
available online at www.bannersheepmagazine.com at the 
same time...please feel free to contact the Banner Sales 
Management @ 309-785-5058 if you do not receive your 
catalog in a time manner! 

THERE ARE CLOSE TO 90 HEAD OF TUNIS ENTERED! 

Remember...youth to enter the FREE youth sales credit 
give-away. As of now...these sales credits will be given 
away....there may be more! 

1 - $50 Sales Credit by NTSRI 
1 - $50 Sales Credit in Peter Harris' memory 
2 - $100 Sales Credit by New Jersey Tunis Breeders 
Association 
**Youth need not be present to enter but must have their 
own buyer's number. 

Friday, May 25 - Sheep move in 

12:00 noon - Fleeces accepted until 8 am on Saturday. 

3:00 pm - NTSRI Board Meeting LOCATION:  Wayne County 
Library, 304 W. Market St. Input from members first with 
Board Meeting to follow. 

6:00 – 8:00 pm in the show arena - Complimentary Meal 
provided by Ohio Tunis Sheep Association   

**If you would like to donate a dessert for the Friday 
night meal, it would be greatly appreciated.  We have 
always had some great homemade desserts from our 
members, so hopefully they will contribute again! 

Saturday, May 26 

8:00 am - Complimentary coffee in the sheep building 

8:30 am – Judging of fleeces at the Rostraver Farm Booth 
in the Wool Building #13. Fleeces will be on display after 9 
am Saturday through Sunday at 3 pm at the booth, 
Building 13 - spaces 1&2. 

9:00 am - NATIONAL TUNIS SHOW          

NTSRI Membership Meeting....immediately following the 
show at the Fairgrounds in the Covered Shelter Building  

1–2:00 pm - Auction items can be dropped off at the 
Dining Hall 

6:15 pm - OTSA Banquet & Auction with Andy Korb, 
Auctioneer in the Dining Hall on Fairgrounds 

Sunday, May 27 

8:00 am - Complimentary coffee & donuts in the sheep 
building 

9:00 am - The Banner sponsored USED EQUIPMENT Auction 
in the FFA Building on the Fairgrounds    

Light Lunch provided to Tunis Consignors & Buyers 

11:00 am - NATIONAL TUNIS SALE 
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National Tunis Sale, Wooster, OH 

MOTELS & CAMPING:       

AmeriHost Inn East now known as the Rodeway Inn at 330-262-5008 will serve as our headquarters and has a special rate for our 
group when you ask for the National Tunis sheep rate.  Also..... 

Wooster Best Western - 330-264-7750 

AmeriHost North - 330-345-1500 

EconoLodge - 330-264-8883 

Hampton Inn - 330-345-4424 

Super 8 Motel - 800-800-8000 

The Wooster Inn - 330-263-2661 

Camping.....is available at the Fairgrounds...contact Linda Reichert at 330-264-9665. 

IMPORTANT! SATURDAY NIGHT TUNIS DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY MAY 10TH!  

The Saturday night meal will be held at the fairgrounds in the dining hall and will be catered by Mrs. Yoder's 
Kitchen from Mt. Hope, OH. They will be serving an Amish style buffet and the food should be very good. We will 
have Wedding Chicken, Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Dressing, Noodles, Green Beans and Tossed Salad, 
Assorted Pies, Lemonade, Iced Tea and Water. ADULTS: $15.00  Children – ages 3- 9: $10.00 

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY MAY 10th and can be paid for at Wooster before the meal. Please call or write to 
Ohio Tunis Sheep Association; Attn: Cynthy Kleman, 10557 Rd M, Ottawa, OH 45875 or 419-538-6383. or 419-235-
1490. dckleman@bright.net   

SATURDAY NIGHT AUCTION: The Auction held at the Saturday night Tunis Dinner will benefit upcoming Tunis 
activities and the National Tunis Youth. Various groups and individuals are donating items of interest to the Tunis 
membership. We hope you will support the auction either by bringing an item to sell or buying an item! There will 
be something for everyone. 

 

OTSA Annual Banquet 
Date: May 26, 2012  Time: 6:15 pm 

 

Location: Wayne Co. Fairgrounds, Dining Hall 

 

Price: Adult $15.00       4 – 9 years $10.00 

 

------------------------Cut and mail with check--------------------------  

** Make reservations by May 10, 2012**  

Send checks payable to OTSA to: Cynthy Kleman 10557 Road M 

Ottawa, OH 45875 

________ Adults @ 15.00   _________ 

________ Children @ 10.00   _________ 

Total       _________ 

 

Reservations also by phone 419-538-6383 and then pay at Wooster. 

 

Menu: 

• Wedding Chicken  
• Roast Beef  
• Noodles  
• Dressing  
• Mashed Potatoes/Gravy  
• Hot vegetables  
• Tossed Salad  
• Assorted pies  
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RELIEVE STRESS—FARM BETTER 

Two articles in the March 2012 Virginia Farm Bureau News 
immediately caught my eye. The first delineated the increase 
in farm related deaths in Virginia in 2011 and the second 
emphasized managing stress to increase farm safety. Most 
farmers know that statistically their job is the second most 
hazardous occupation in the US (Mining is the first.). Physical 
injuries and health risks are commonly named as major 
contributors to dangers associated with farming. Since it can be 
a major cause of all the others, stress should top the list as the 
greatest risk for farmers.   

From issues out of the farmer’s hands, such as weather, to 
issues that are very difficult to manage, such as working 
through family complaints, farm life always busy, hectic, and 
stress filled. A little stress can keep you on your toes, but too 
much stress leads to declining health, accidents, and 
depression. Young farmers, farms with mixed operations (as 
most sheep farms are), farm women, and farmers with off-farm 
jobs (as most sheep farmers have to be) are most susceptible to 
stress related dangers 

Symptoms of too much stress can include headaches, stomach 
problems, changes in sleep patterns, and an overwhelming 
feeling of loss of control. But there are coping skills that most 
can practice to reduce stress. The following five practices have 
been shown to be successful coping skills for reducing stress: 

• Don’t let it get to you. Talk to yourself; before you get 
too annoyed and irritable, tell yourself it’s going to be 
ok—out loud.  

• Talk to your friends. You’re not the only one who has 
these problems, so look to share solutions that you 
may not have thought about by yourself. 

• Relax and exercise daily. No matter how busy you are, 
make time for exercise and fun. It has been shown 
that you’ll have more time to do all the work if you’re 
feeling better physically and have taken even a few 
minutes to “relax your brain.”  

• Eat well. Your body needs quality fuel to do its work. 
Start the day with a “fill-up” at breakfast and take 
breaks for snacks to help give your body and brain 
time to find a better center from which to continue 
working. 

• Get professional help. Sometimes friends and family 
aren’t enough. If you’re still feeling overwhelmed, an 
expert can help with support, suggestions, and 
“talking through” problems. Your doctor can make 
recommendations for competent professionals in your 
area. Also, increasingly, help can be found though 
phone lines and internet sites. 

Stress can cause physical illnesses and emotional problems. 
Farmers need to be healthy and fit since taking a sick day is 
rarely an option. Farmers need to look after themselves, since 
its part of looking after their farms. And reducing stress is one 
of the first hallmarks of looking after yourself. 

Written by Barbara Cassell of Mom's Tunis of Wytheville, VA 

SHEPHERD’S NOTES 
MEMBERSHIP & REGISTRATIONS MEMBERSHIP & REGISTRATIONS MEMBERSHIP & REGISTRATIONS MEMBERSHIP & REGISTRATIONS     

NTSRINTSRINTSRINTSRI    

Box 51, 222 Main St. 

Milo, IA 50166 

641-942-6402 

Newsletter Editor:Newsletter Editor:Newsletter Editor:Newsletter Editor:    

Louise Dunham 

8566 Co Rd 28, Zanesfield, OH 43360 

tunis@bright.net  

937-465-8299 

PAPER OR EMAIL? At the NTSRI Board Meeting in 
Louisville in 2008, I was instructed by the Board to send 
the newsletter by email to any member who has listed 
their email address with our association...so if you are 
receiving this by email...there will be no paper 
newsletter this time. If you want a paper copy of the 
newsletter instead, please notify the editor and the 
change will be quickly made! Or please send me your 
email address if you prefer that method...it does save 
the club money! 

FINANCIAL CONCERNS –  

Sally Barney, Treasurer, 52 Cartland Rd., Lee, NH 03824 
603-659-5857 

WEBSITE INFO –  

Debbi Brown, webmaster, texastunis@yahoo.com  

 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADNEXT NEWSLETTER DEADNEXT NEWSLETTER DEADNEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINELINELINELINE    

JULY 15TH!!JULY 15TH!!JULY 15TH!!JULY 15TH!!    
 

 

NTSRI NEWSLETTER MISSION STATEMENT.... 

"The two main purposes of the NTSRI newsletter are 

to promote the Tunis breed of sheep and all 

activities connected with this breed and to educate 

all members or interested people about the breed in 

a positive, supportive manner."  

NTSRI Board Approved...May, 2005 
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 BREEDER’S QUESTION.... "Tips and Tricks for raising Tunis" 
 

Betty Jane & Eugene Stoltzfus of Mohnton, PA writes... “We 
use baby monitors to hear what is going on in the barn at all 
times. We also divide the barn in half with gates for those bred 
and non bred ewes (+ our llama) and fence in an area around 
the side where the bred ewes are so if they lamb outside we 
don't have to chase them around in the woods to get them into 
the barn and we can see them if any ewe is outside having 
difficulty lambing.” 

Jim Dunham of Darling Tunis in Zanesfield, OH writes.... 
“Our pens are made of 34 inch high hog panels cut to size as 
needed and fastened with double snap clips and bungee 
cords...and after lambing, they hang on the wall until next 
year. We can build any size pen quickly...the panels bend! 

We use rope lights in the barn all year long so we can go into 
pens at night and see what is needed without turning on the 
overhead lights and making all the sheep get up and run to the 
feeders  

Our lambs, along with their mothers, are paint branded when 
they leave the lambing jugs so that we always know who they 
are...even in pictures...and we put a straight line over, under 
or beside the number that indicates who their sire is....so we 
can always compare growth, etc.”  

John & MaryAnn McDonough of the David Brown Farm in 
Winchendon, MA writes.... “As a small breeder with no more 
than ten brood ewes, we at The David Brown Farm begin each 
day practicing our farm motto. That motto is INTEGRITY, 
ADHERANCE TO BREED STANDARDS AND ANIMAL HEALTH ARE 
OUR TOP PRIORITIES. On our farm the animals are not objects 
and are treated with the best care and attention that we can 
possibly provide. We truly love all of our animals.  

We are a closed flock and have not purchased any ewes for at 
least 8 years. We do however have four rams in order to 
prevent breeding becoming too close.   

One of our best moves, when we built our barn, was to fully 
insulate and heat one side. Once our ewes lamb, they are 
placed in pens with their babies for three days. We do not need 
heat lamps as a thermostat setting of 50 degrees works well. 
On the third night the thermostat is turned off and the next 
day the ewe and lambs are sent to the main side of the barn 
where a creep and heat lamp are available. We weigh and 
check each lamb for the first week of life. This allows us to 
identify those lambs that are not getting enough nutrition or 
have other potential problems. The heated side is also used for 
any sick or problem animals that need to recuperate during the 
winter. Our vet really appreciates the warm environment that 
she sometimes has to use.   

Feet and hooves are checked monthly and trimming takes place 
each time they are checked. As a result, we have never had 
foot problems within our flock. 

We installed a complete television system in the barn and can’t 
tell you how many trips the system has saved on snow filled 
below zero nights. We would highly recommend looking into 
the value of that kind of technology. It is not that expensive.  

We do not over worm our flock. We are part of the New 
England study designed to cut back on over worming. Every 
time one of our animals is on the stand we use the FAMACHA 
Card to test the animal. We only worm our animals when 
needed.  

We feel these and other practices on the farm have helped to 
make us successful breeders with a reputation of living up to 
our farm motto. Please visit our website, thepatiopack.com, 
for some history and pictures of our farm.”  John and 
Maryanne McDonough  

Laurie Maus of the Hawk Hill Farm in Dunvegan, Ontario, 
Canada writes..... “Complete hay analysis is money well spent. 
We have used Dairy One 
(http://www.dairyone.com/Forage/services/default.asp).  It 
has allowed us to cut back our feed costs and actually cut back 
our mineral costs without compromising the nutrition of our 
animals.  

We linked up with a chef and provided her with lamb chops and 
lamb tails. She has cooked our lamb and promoted it in her 
blog. Traffic on our web page has increased tremendously. I 
know of two other shepherds who have made connections with 
popular chefs or television chefs and it has helped both their 
sales. We all know that Tunis lamb is the best around but it 
really helps to have a chef tell others.  

I keep a recipe card file in the barn to keep track of medical 
treatments. The index cards are filed alphabetically on disease 
or condition. I include treatment, drugs of choice, treatment 
regime, mode of administration and clearance time. This way I 
can repeat what I have used in the past or vet 
recommendations. It has saved me having to bring in a vet to 
treat the same condition.  I also have a large poster in my barn 
with the listing of normal vital signs ie temperature, heart and 
respiration rates so I do not have to keep looking up these 
stats.”   

Todd & Diane Brisco of Shady Brook Farm of Brookville, OH 
writes... “Somehow giving advice on raising sheep doesn’t feel 
right to me. I spend countless hours on the phone with our 
expert friends and searching the internet for advice on 
problems that are new to me. But one thing I’ve had to learn 
fast is how to raise a small flock with very limited barn space. 
Thank goodness sheep are basically outdoor animals. We have a 
flock of about a dozen ewes plus the lambs in the spring and 
summer. We also only have a 10’ x 32’ lean-to for the sheep 

Under-roof floor space is at a premium. To save the floor space 
we have built our hay feeders into the wall of the pole barn 
framing, using the 4” x 4” grid goat panels. We start by running 
a 2 x 6 board flat across the wall of the barn approximately 18 
inches from the ground. This provides the bottom of the hay 
feeder, and takes up no floor space. Next we cut the 16’ long 
goat panel to the desired length and width. We attach the goat 
panel to the 2 x 6 bottom board with a few U shaped staples. It 
will then hinge freely from the bottom board. We attach the 
top of the goat panel to the pole barn wall with some short 
elastic cords. When loaded with hay, it will expand out from 
the wall about a foot. When empty, it is flat on the wall. No 
need for a bulky hay feeder inside getting in the way. We keep 
those feeders outside for the better weather.  

For the extra shelter out in the pasture when the barn space is 
full or just for some shade and shelter in the summer, we have 
created portable huts from cattle panels, a tarp, two 1” 
diameter pvc conduit pipes, and 2 x 6 boards. They are simple 
and cheap to build (about $75), and they can be lifted by one 
person and dragged around the barn lot and pasture. We start 
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2012 Tunis Calendars available 

Now that a new year has started it’s a great 
time to purchase a 2012 calendar. We have about 
30 calendars left and they can be purchased for 
$5 apiece. All the money raised from the 
calendar sales go to the national youth fund. The 
calendar includes important 2012 Tunis events. 
The photos in the calendar are from the 2010/11 
Tunis Pride Photo Contest. If you want a 
calendar please make a check out to NTSRI and 
mail it to Dale Huhnke, 5995 N 600 E, Hamlet, IN 
46532. 

 

Val Ames (Green Lane Farms) of Williamsford, Ontario and 
Laurie Maus (Hawk Hill Farm) of Dunvegan, Ontario team 
up to write “two sides of the story” on the issue of 
parasite control. 

In Response: 

Hi Laurie - I have just received the Jan NTSRI Newsletter and 
feel compelled to respond to your very thorough article on parasite 
control strategies at Hawk Hill Farm (you asked!). 

First, I do acknowledge that depending upon one's source of 
information, almost anything can be proved - or disapproved, so we 
may agree to disagree! 

I was certainly disturbed when one of our only three 
anthelmintic drug 'families' was no longer available (Tramisol from 
IMID family), but we can still use/rotate the other two 'families' - 
Valbazan (BZD family) and Ivomec (ML family), so I would disagree 
with your statement inferring that Ivermectin is all we have 
available. 

I was surprised to hear that not only were your Tunis lambs the 
only ones to get tapes, but that your vets and literature references 
made so little of the presence in lambs. For 26 years I have 
routinely de-wormed lambs with Valbazen, principally because it 
has always been the only anthelmintic available that is specific to 
tapeworms; I use it for prophylactic purposes rather than curative 
because it is cost effective, doesn't involve excessive handling of 
the lambs and because identifying a lamb with early stage tape 
infestation is difficult and impractical.  Valbazen is also eminently 
suitable for adult sheep and is effective on liver flukes in addition 
to round and lungworms - Ivomec is not effective on flukes. 

When we first set up our pastures for the sheep, with 
temporary internal fencing (two runs of Gallagher electric polywire 
on reels) to allow for pasture rotation, it was based on the 'fact' 
that a pasture could be grazed for up to 30 days, that being 
approximately one parasite cycle, before the animals had to be 
rotated. Many years later, we were told that our winters were not 
cold enough to destroy many of the sheep parasites on pastures and 
that even a weekly rotation to fresh ungrazed pasture might not be 
very effective. Having only 50 acres to graze it soon became 
apparent that we had used up our 'fresh ungrazed pasture' years 
ago! Rotational grazing was suddenly not such an effective strategy 
for parasite management. 

About the only parasite control practices I rigidly adhere to 
now are; 

1) De-worming lambs with Valbazen, regardless of whether I 
have detected tapes, when they are about three to four months of 
age, and after any market lambs have gone to the Easter market, 
reducing any drug residues and eliminating withdrawal time. After 
this one application, and assuming no tape shedding is identified, 
they go on the adult's de-worming schedule. 

2) Using only one anthelmintic drug family a year for the 
mature sheep and using a different one the following year; if a third 
drug family is/becomes available, then I would have a three year 
cycle. 

3) Rotating sheep on pasture, but only to ensure that they 
have access to grass with sufficient growth that they are not grazing 
roots (rapid ingestion of larvae guaranteed) or overly mature grass 
(poor quality feedstuff); I no longer routinely rotate every 3 to 4 
weeks 

4) De-worming the ewes either just before January lambing (to 
catch the PPER [PeriParturient Egg Rise]) or immediately after so 
the shedding is in the lambing pens. 

with two treated 2 x 6 boards and two 16’ cattle panels. 
We cut the cattle panels to 12’ long to fit our standard 
tarp size, but they don’t have to be cut if you want a 
taller hut.  

Step 1. Drill 1” diameter holes in each end of the 2 x 6s 
for the pvc pipe to slide through later. This pipe will hold 
the bottom of the hut together at about a 7’ width. 

Step 2. With U shaped staples; attach the ends of the 
cattle panels to the 2 x 6s. The panels will be laying side 
by side when attached to the boards. 

Step 3. This is best done with a helper. Bow the cattle 
panels into the shape of a hut by bringing the 2 x 6 boards 
together until they are about 7’ apart. 

Step 4. While holding the boards and keeping the panels 
bowed, slide the pvc pipe through the holes in the boards. 
Use a large washer on the outside of each end of the pvc 
to keep it from slipping out. Fasten the washer at the end 
of the pvc pipe with a coupler glued and screwed on to 
keep the washer in place. 

Step 5. Now just attach a 8 x 12 tarp over the cattle 
panels with zip ties and the hut is complete! **billboard 
tarps available on line and cut to size last much longer 
than the “heavy duty” tarps available at your building 
supply stores. 

To move it, just lift on end and drag it anywhere you 
want. I have come to rely on these so much that I have 
even enclosed one end and used it as winter shelter. I 
know, we all need bigger barns, but for now, these ideas 
help me stretch the space.” Thanks Todd & Dianne! 
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5) De-worming the whole flock about 30 days 
after going onto pasture for the first time after winter 
in semi-confinement. 

6) De-worming the whole flock just before winter 
freeze-up but no earlier than 30 days after the rams 
have been removed (a pregnancy restriction when 
using Valbazen but not a bad habit for Ivomec either) 

I do agree that central nightly enclosures can 
become seriously contaminated but for some people 
there is no other option. My flock, in two or more 
groups when on pasture, bring themselves into a barn 
enclosure every night (they obviously know we have 
coyote problems!); I ensure their water bowl is 
cleaned regularly, and that their salt and mineral tires 
are kept topped up (hopefully eliminating their need 
to eat soil to make up for any missing minerals) and 
are free of bedding/manure etc. by keeping them set 
high enough.  

When we had 9 or 10 separate groups at breeding 
time, we did run water to individual water barrels on 
each pasture (permanent ABS on the surface, probably 
like yours?) but currently we only utilize four watering 
stations during the whole grazing season. I have not 
detected any decrease in 
productivity/growth/production in general, have not 
called out my vet in more years than I can count and 
have had no sudden deaths etc. since I sold the last of 
my Suffolks (for some reason I found they died easily!) 
so I am confident that the apparent relaxing of 
parasite strategies over the years has not translated 
into any increase in parasite burdens beyond what is 
successfully managed with the current routines. 

One comment on the additional pasture plants - 
my sheep love grazing the foliage of the large willow 
trunks that have fallen across a fence line (ornamental 
curly willow) but do not like bird's foot trefoil, a plant 
we snow seeded (not very successful) and sod-seeded 
(better) but as it's not a popular graze, tends to self 
seed now! 

The bottom line I suppose is that there is no one 
'recipe' and no perfect solution for every shepherd's 
parasite strategy; what works for me will assuredly not 
work for some others - and I think those that don't 
lamb in the winter probably have a harder time 
managing parasites. 

All the best - Val 

Laurie Replied: 

Hi Val - Thanks for your comments and your strategy. I really feel 
that the only way we can learn is hearing what works for one operation 
and mixing and matching what works on your own operation. Each 
operation is different. Talk to every vet and every shepherd and you 
will get a different strategy. The strategy that we use most closely 
follows the recommendations of Dr. Menzies and Dr. Peregrine i.e. the 
small ruminant parasite specialists at U. Guelph. However even they 
dismiss the problem with tapes. I was at a sheep lecture on Wednesday 
and the vet there recommended it was not worthwhile to deworm in 
the winter for the PPER since the shedding will be all on bedding and 
lamb exposure is not a problem. She recommended that deworming 
focus on the pasture season only. Like I said ask 9 people get 10 
opinions. 

I do know that Valbazen is available in Canada and do use it 
especially on my lambs but other than through the vet or the wool 
growers you can’t get anything other than ivermectin products around 
here. I also bring in levimisole and cydectin from the US. I was being a 
bit sarcastic about the lack of access to drugs in Canada. 

Our Tunis were not the only lambs to get tapes, they were the 
only ones that actually got plugged up. Don’t know why that happened 
unless the intestine diameter is slightly smaller in the Tunis than it is 
in the Cheviots. What I have less of a problem with in the Tunis is 
rarely do I see pale mucous membranes in that breed. We do routinely 
deworm the lambs with Valbazen because of the tape issue. 

Your system will be different than ours because you lamb in the 
winter and we lamb in the spring. Our replacement lambs go on the 
adult program the following spring.  

I did fecal egg counts on all our ewes individually last lambing in 
May. It is the advantage of being small and doing my own. The 80:20 
rule certainly did hold true. 20% of the ewes had the majority of the 
worms. The egg count was well below that recommended for 
deworming for the majority of the ewes. For the adults we no longer 
regularly deworm the whole flock but individuals as required. It is 
different for the lambs. We do routinely deworm them especially since 
most of their life is spent on pasture and chances for exposure is 
higher at a young age than winter born lambs. 

That is good to know re trefoil. We have a lot of trefoil in our 
pastures (one especially) and it hard to tell if they avoid it or not. We 
have planted willow in some pastures and they run over and graze it as 
soon as they get in the pasture. A friend has started to feed chicory 
hay routinely through the winter and last week he said that this year is 
the first year he has nothing (including coccidian) in his winter fecal 
egg counts. 

All the best - Laurie 

MARKETING YOUR TUNIS! 
Ads on the website - $10 Ads in the Newsletter - $15 Same ad in both places - $20 

NEWSLETTER - PROMOTIONAL PACKETS - & BROCHURES! - 20 for $5 

Remember when you sell a sheep... 

Send the name & address & we'll send them a 

PROMOTIONAL PACKET OF INFORMATION! 

(It's like a bonus that comes from buying sheep from you!) 
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FIBER – IT ISN’T JUST FOR BREAKFAST ANY MORE;  

OR, MY EXPERIENCE WITH TUNIS FLEECE 

Sonja Pyne, Woolhalla Tunis, Queen Creek, Arizona 

Every sheep breed seems to have something that it 
does best: some are meat sheep, some are fleece sheep, 
some are recognized for producing many lambs, and some 
make spectacular animals in the show-ring. The beauty of 
Tunis sheep is that they do all these things well.  

As hand spinners have begun to seek out alternatives 
to imported fiber, Tunis fleece is coming into its own. The 
creamy colors range from lightest off-white to shades of 
light tan, and the standard oatmeal-colored fleece has a 
fiber diameter of 24-30 microns with a spinning count of 56-
58, making it mid-range among breeds – not as fine or 
“soft” as Targhee, Corriedale, or Merino, for instance, but 
much finer or “softer” than Romney, Border Leicester, 
Lincoln, or Churro. In practical terms, with my first Tunis 
wool I crocheted a swatch that I wore underneath my 
clothes next to my skin to determine exactly what “soft” 
meant. In three days of wearing it, there was never an itch 
nor a twitch. Tunis passed the scratch test. 

Tunis wool passes the staple length test as well. Many 
handspinners consider 2½ inches a minimum length to work 
with. Tunis wool generally averages three to four inches, 
but if selectively bred for fiber, the staple length can be in 
excess of six inches, and therefore a premium product 
especially attractive to long-draw spinners. I have a Tunis 
ram with a magnificent fleece. Even in Arizona’s desert 
country where high temperatures and hot winds are exactly 
opposite from prime fleece-growing conditions, this year his 
wool had a five-inch staple length of thick, crimpy fiber 2½ 
months before shearing. At shearing, one of his daughters 
in a different flock had a six inch staple length. 

Purchasing a whole fresh fleece as it comes off the 
sheep on Shearing Day is a dream come true for some fiber 
artists, but a large fleece can be intimidating, especially to 
a new spinner or someone who has never previously worked 
with a whole fleece. Once again, Tunis comes through with 
flying colors. Ewes typically shear a fleece weighing six-
nine pounds, classified as a medium-size fleece.   

Aimee Leon, an Arizona State University Master of 
Fine Arts candidate, and Wingate Curatorial Fellowship 
Intern at the Arizona State University Art Museum works 
extensively with Tunis fiber as an art medium. She says, 
“Tunis has become a staple for my use in felt. I have been 
experimenting with various fibers and for me the work I 
have been making lately requires specific elements - 
neutral tones, good bonding, hearty texture. Because Tunis 
has what I consider a 'pure' color - or lack-thereof, it is my 
first choice. This means none of those lovely red hairs of a 
California Red for instance. Tunis is simply neutral fiber, 
and paired with how it employs in felt makes it a top 
choice. Aimee continued, “Some fibers are difficult to bond 
together without using a fine fiber to assist, but with Tunis, 

I can felt it alone or with very little base fiber, depending 
on the texture I need for a particular piece. There is a 
particular 'crinkle' effect that I look for and Tunis 
specifically gives that desired effect without being too 
coarse. I prefer to have a softness to many of my felts, but 
want varying textures. I consider Tunis a rather soft fiber 
once felted, but it also has a 'poof' or fullness to it that 
makes it not lay flat like Merino, for instance. It gives a 
piece good bouncy body and nice texture. All in all it is a 
very nice fiber to work with!” 

Shearers see a lot of different sheep breeds. What do 
they think of Tunis fleece and fiber? Jerry Ladd, a shearer, 
fiber artist, and owner of Tri-Ply Fibers in Gilbert, Arizona, 
has this take on shearing the red-heads. He says “Tunis are 
enjoyable to shear because they have no leg or face wool 
and so there are less tags to worry about. The fleece tends 
to be fairly dense which allows for each shearing blow to be 
straight and consistent with fewer second cuts which are 
unacceptable to handspinners.” He continues, “I shear 
many breeds of sheep, and Tunis shares the top of the list 
for ease, and how well the fleece looks coming off the 
animal.” When asked what could be done by small-flock 
sheep owners to improve the quality of fleeces, he was 
quick to discuss methods of feeding and having a feeder 
that doesn’t drop feed on the necks and backs of the 
sheep, which will help keep VM (vegetation or veg) out of 
the fleece. It appears that Rumpelstiltskin was the only one 
who thought it possible to spin straw into something useful. 
Jerry also noted that “a huge contributor to an unsalable 
fleece is man-made contamination such as poly-twine used 
for hay bales. Once this gets into the wool and is processed 
with it, the poly-twine will not deteriorate or fall out on its 
own – each fleck has to be manually removed.”  

After researching the fiber market in general and 
Tunis specifically over the last year, Jerry has chosen to 
showcase Tunis wool in his business and in his Etsy shop 
partly because it is a less well-known breed, particularly in 
the West. But the nature of the fiber itself was the final 
draw. “It has great loft and “wool memory” (returning to 
the shape of the created article without bagging out), Jerry 
says, and “it’s a nice consistent fleece with a long enough 
staple for great drafting, but still soft, which some longer 
fibers are not. It is also excellent as a good blending fleece 
with other wools, and with alpaca or llama.”  

Tiffanie Leffler, owner of Magical Kingdom Alpacas in 
Queen Creek, Arizona is also a big fan of Tunis fiber. 
Tiffanie says that alpaca fiber by itself has no “memory” 
and she learned about blending in a little Tunis wool from 
the North American Alpaca Fiber Producers, a co-op to 
which she belongs.  

But for someone considering raising Tunis for fleece, 
the bottom line is probably marketability, or “Can I sell the 
wool?” Last spring, Tempe Yarn and Fiber in Tempe, 
Arizona, a shop with a customer base of over 9,000 
individuals and a commitment to support local artists and 
products, approached me about placing some Tunis roving 
there on a consignment basis to see how it did. The first 
placement sold out within the week; the shop has stocked 
my Tunis roving or raw wool ever since, and would take 
more if I could produce more. Fred and Terry Neal, two of 
the owners, are very pleased to sell a home-grown “rural” 
product in an urban area, but the fact that it spins and felts 
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WOOL CALENDAR OF EVENTS:   

What season follows winter?  Sheep & Fiber Festival season!  Hand spinners, 
knitters, and fiber mills are always looking for good Tunis fleeces.  Our new 
2012 Wool Calendar lists the dates and websites for many great fiber 
festivals.   Grab some comfortable shoes and go out and enjoy some of these 
fun events.   

Contact marianne@rostraverfarm.com  
to add your favorite event to our list.  
 - Marianne Turcheck 

equally well is what keeps it on their racks. 
And a local fiber artist who first discovered 
the wool at Tempe Yarn was enthusiastic in 
her praise when she said, “Tunis wool is a 
dream come true . . .it colors well and felts 
good and tight for sculpting. The wool is like 
cotton candy, and I love it.” 

What does a fiber teacher and fleece 
judge have to say about Tunis fiber? Adrian 
Taylor of Moab, Utah has judged fleeces 
from a number of breeds in Utah and New 
Mexico over the last twenty years, has been 
a spinner and knitter all her life, and has 
taught fiber classes throughout the West. 
She says that Tunis is “springy and 
wonderfully full of loft. It has a good staple 
length, excellent cream color, and blends 
nicely with other fibers like mohair.” Adrian 
noted that Tunis fiber is an ideal medium 
for sweaters, mittens, and scarves. And 
Jerry Ladd of Tri-Ply Fibers reminded me 
that it is perfect for socks. The owners of 
Desert Threads Yarn and Fiber, the only 
yarn shop in Moab and surrounding area say 
that “Tunis roving spins like a dream and 
produces a superior product.” 

My experience has been that there is 
great interest and acceptance for Tunis 
fleece and fiber. Most of my 2012 fleeces 
were months before Shearing Day, with 
deposits collected. Each individual market 
will be different of course, but if Tunis 
owners have an interest in selling fleece and 
then work to develop a local market for 
their products, the fiber will be 
enthusiastically received. 

� � � � � � � � � � � 

April 28 
CT 103rd Annual Sheep & Wool 
Festival 
www.ctsheep.org/sheepandwoolfestival 

May 5 – 6 

Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival 
www.sheepandwool.org 

May 12 – 13 
New Hampshire Sheep & Fiber 
Festival 
www.nhswga.com/sheep-and-wool-
festival   

May 12 – 13 
MN Shepherd's Harvest Sheep & Wool 
Festival                    

www.shepherdsharvestfestival.org   
May 18 – 20 
Carolina Fiber Fest 
www.carolinafiberfest.org 
May 19 – 20 

Pennsylvania Waynesburg Sheep & 
Fiber Festival  
www.sheepandfiber.com 
May 19 – 20 
Kentucky Sheep & Fiber Fest  
www.kentuckysheepandfiber.com      

May 25 – 26 
Tennessee Fiber Festival   

www.tnfiberfestival.com  
May 26 – 27 
Great Lakes Sheep & Fiber Festival Ohio 

www.greatlakesfibershow.com 

May 26 – 27 
Massachusetts Sheep & Woolcraft 
Fair 
www.masheepwool.org 
June 9 – 10 
Iowa Sheep & Wool Festival   

www.iowasheep.com  
June 22 – 24 

Oregon Black Sheep Gathering   
www.blacksheepgathering.org  

August 18-19 
Michigan Fiber Fest   
www.michiganfiberfestival.info  

Sept. 3 – 4 
Missouri World Sheep & Fiber Arts 
Festival   

www.worldsheepfest.com  
Sept. 7 – 9 
Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival 
www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com 

Sept. 8 – 9 
Garden State NJ Sheep & Fiber Festival 

www.njsheep.org/festival  
Sept. 8 – 9 
Pennsylvania Endless Mountains 
Fiber Fest  
www.pafiberfestival.com  
Sept. 15 – 16 

Ohio Midwest Festival of Fibers  
www.awoolgathering.com  
Sept. 21 – 23 
California Wool & Fiber Festival    
www.fiberfestival.com  
Oct. 6 – 7 
New Mexico - The Wool Festival at Taos   

www.taoswoolfestival.org  
Oct. 6 – 7 
Virginia Fall Fiber Festival & 
Montpelier Sheep Dog Trials     

www.fallfiberfestival.org 
Oct. 19 – 20 
Southern Indiana Fiber Arts Festival    
www.southernindianafiberarts.com 

Oct. 20 – 21 

New York Sheep & Wool Festival   
www.sheepandwool.com  
Oct. 26 – 28 
North Carolina Southeastern 
Animal Fiber Fair     
www.saffsite.org  

Nov. 3 – 4 
Fiber Fest @ Big E in Springfield, MA    

Nov. 9 – 11 
Texas Kid 'n Ewe and Lamas too     
www.kidnewe.com 

 

    

SSSSAVEAVEAVEAVE    THETHETHETHE    DATE!DATE!DATE!DATE!    

            6TH  ANNUAL  

     NTSRI WOOL SHOW 
SSSSATURDAYATURDAYATURDAYATURDAY,,,,    MMMMAY AY AY AY 26262626THTHTHTH,,,,    2012201220122012        

 

Don't forget to enter your fleeces...and 
remember Marianne Turcheck has made 
it easier for you to sell them! 

 

Remember to bring your lawn chairs! 

 

More information can be found at the 
Great Lakes Wool Festival website! 

 

www.greatlakesfibershow.com 

 

See you in Wooster! 
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6th Annual NTSRI Tunis Wool Contest 
Great Lakes Wool Festival & National Tunis Sale Wooster, Ohio - May 25-27, 2012 

Entry Fee - $3.00 per fleece 

SCHEDULE: 

Friday – Fleeces accepted after 12 noon and before 8 am on Saturday. 

Saturday – Judging of fleeces 8:30 am at the Rostraver Farm Booth in the Wool Building #13 

Fleeces will be on display after 9 am Saturday through Sunday at 3 pm at Rostraver Farm's booth, Building 13 - spaces 1&2. 

COMPETION & PRIZES: 

There are two classes, "Tunis Ram Fleece" & "Tunis Ewe Fleece," with prizes awarded for each. 

o  1st Place – Ribbon & $15 

o  2nd Place – Ribbon & $10     o  Champion – Ribbon & $15 

o  3rd Place – Ribbon & $5     o  Reserve Champion – Ribbon & $10 

RULES & GUIDELINES: 

• Fleeces must be from a registered Tunis sheep - registration numbers are required on the entry card.  

• Exhibitors need not be members of the NTSRI. 

• The fleeces must be shorn within the past 12 months of the show date. 

• The fleeces must be displayed in clear plastic bags and not be tied. 

• The fleeces should be skirted and free of chaff, burrs, tags & second cuts. 

• The judge has the right to disqualify any fleece that contains an excessive amount of foreign material. 

JUDGING CONSIDERATIONS: 

      a.   The quality of the fleece must be typical of the Tunis breed. 

      b.   Evenness of quality throughout the fleece is very important. 

      c.   An appropriate length and strength of staple is required. 

      d.   Condition of the fleece. 

      e.   Crimp and color of the fleece. 

      f.    The estimated clean weight of the fleece. 

TO ENTER: 

Put the following information on a 3 x 5 index card inside an envelope accompanying each fleece entry: 

• Owner name, farm name, address, email address, phone number, and $3 entry fee. 

• Ram or Ewe Class, with animal's age and registration number. 

• Weight of the fleece and how many months growth represented.  

• Disposal Information - Fleeces should be marked whether they are to be sold through a "Private Treaty Sale" at the 
festival (please price your fleece), picked up in person, returned to the exhibitor via mail (please include return 
postage funds), or if other arrangements have been made.   

To ensure adequate display space, please let us know how many entries you will be bringing to the show in person.  Fleeces 
may also be shipped to Louise Dunham, 8566 Co Rd 28, Zanesfield, OH 43360 and must be received by Friday, May 18th. 
Please include a phone number or email address so Louise can confirm your entries were received.  

WOOL SHOW COMMITTEE: 

Marianne Turcheck, Chairman  (marianne@rostraverfarm.com), 

Debbi Brown  (texastunis@yahoo.com), Kim Day (redropefarm@yahoo.com), Louise Dunham (tunis@bright.net) 

More information about the wool show on the Great Lakes Wool Festival website - www.greatlakesfibershow.com 

Classes, demonstrations, wool show & vendors! 
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Louise's LAST Little Bit! 

I had a great “Sweet 16th” Birthday....yes, I am a Leap Year (Feb. 29th) baby.  On that day, I was subbing in a 7th grade 
Science class and the kids made several interesting comments about my “age”.... 

  #1...They didn't think I would be around for my 25th birthday. 

  #2...That friends are the best present you can give yourself. 

  And #3...now that I'm adult I can do anything that I want to do to make myself happy! 

I don't want to be around for my 25th birthday either and I have a great group of friends but I wasn't sure I agreed with them 
that on at the age of 16 that you are an adult and could do anything!  But, regardless of my age, I quickly decided that there was 
something I could do to make myself happier. 

So effective May 1st, I will resign as the NTSRI news editor.  I will do the July issue if a new editor isn't in place but I'm 
definitely done after that issue.  But, of course, I will offer any support that the new editor requires of me. 

I have been NTSRI news editor for 8+ years.  I think everyone can see the size, content and format has grown over the years 
but what you can't see is that my other unofficial job has continued to grow in scope also.  I serve as “the lightning rod for all the 
dissatisfied”.  I have not enjoyed the support of the entire board for the last 4 to 5 years so I think it is best to let the national 
board of directors fill the editor's position with a person of their choice instead of one that they inherited.  I hope this will better 
allow for the continued positive growth of the newsletter and the NTSRI. 

I have served in some type of state or national capacity either in the rabbit industry or the sheep industry for the past 42 
years and I have always had the same two agendas... 

#1....serve the needs of the entire membership.  That means in the NTSRI newsletter, I have tried to include articles of 
interest to those raising production Tunis, wool bearing Tunis, traditional Tunis, and hobby farmers along with the seed stock 
breeders.  I want to THANK those individuals that have written articles over the years that appeal to those varied interests.  I'm 
not going to try to remember all of those names (you know that I'm older now and I'll forget someone) but you can see some of 
those individuals in this issue.  I truly believe that those general interest articles have made the newsletter and organization 
more appealing to a wider segment of our membership.  THANK YOU. 

#2....get new people involved.  My experience has shown me that it becomes harder for an organization to grow when the 
same names appear in every committee or position either elected or appointed.  Introducing new people into new positions 
simply widens the depth of talent available for the organization to use and to grow with...I want to THANK those individuals who 
when asked.....agreed to help!  In my mind you made a difference with our organization.  Whether it is the person serving on the 
newly formed wool committee or the webmaster or the general membership who answered my “Breeders' Questions” (and that 
was always my favorite part of the newsletter) over the years.....You made NTSRI stronger.  THANK YOU. 

And a BIG THANK YOU to my newsletter committee that has worked hard to support me thru the rough times and have 
supported me when I wanted to try a new idea.  Debbi Brown, Marianne Turcheck, Robin Swartz and Barbara Cassell...you have 
been real life savers. 

Now let me address the last rumor that is floating around out there.  No, Jim and I haven't sold out all of the sheep.  At the 
end of lambing season, Jim and I just realized that we had 90 head of sheep out there and something had to go.  So we sold half 
the flock!  A big Thank You goes to those individuals and farms that purchased Darling Tunis genetics.  Jim and Louise will still be 
out there supporting NTSRI activities and shows/sales...we're just doing it with much more reasonable numbers of sheep for 
people our age....you know we are both getting older! 

The 7th grade class also signed a card for me that had an awesome saying that indicated the maturity and care of these 
students....I like the idea and I hope you do, too. 

“May you always have love to share, health to spare and friends that care.” 

Thank you for your support.....Louise Dunham, the retiring NTSRI editor 

FOR SALE IN INDIANA  

Tammy Westcott & Family have a really nice selection of spring Tunis ewe and ram lambs out of our Barkley 
and Rock stud rams for sale @ $400 each.  We also have a few aged ewes to sell. My grounds and maintenance 
man (husband) says there are too many! 

Tammy welcomes your inquiries and can be reached at 317-468-5904 or by email gtwestcott@sbcglobal.net, 
2399N 700W, Greenfield, Indiana 46140 

 


