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Everyone has a story! I am looking for members who 

would like to submit regional articles for the newsletter. 

If you have an interest in writing, and you like talking to 

people, then you may enjoy reporting the news for your 

region in upcoming newsletters.  

Contact me at Kathy.niese@yahoo.com for more infor-

mation.  The next newsletter will post in January! 

NTSRI PReSIdeNT’S LeTTeR        By Bill Kerns  

As the New England harvest season ramps up, we enjoy with 
beautiful sunsets that appear to move from west to southwest 
with each passing day.  We begin to make the most of less day-
light and planning for fall and winter lambing begins.  In no 
time at all, New England vistas will be awash with a display of 
beautiful fall colors.  Our summer in New England started out 
with lots of rain followed by two weeks of very hot and humid 
weather in early August.  I hope all members and their families 
have remained safe throughout the summer as many areas 
have been challenged with severe weather and fires. 

The NTSRI National Show and Sale in Wooster started the 
Show & Sale season on good footing.  Once again, we thank the 
Ohio Tunis Sheep Association for hosting this event; the social 
events and the food were great.  To Darling Tunis, thank you 
for the morning coffee and doughnuts…a great start for each 
day of the Wooster event!  The sale average was $569, with a 
fall ram selling for $2,000 and a late yearling ewe for $1,600.  
For the future, I think we need to take a closer look at the num-
ber of rams brought to the sale; I hear that Banner Sale Man-
agement is also looking into this for 2014. 

 

The All American Junior Show and the New England Youth 
Sheep Show were well attended this year.  These events were 
filled with lots of activities; it was a great time to socialize and 
make new friends.  A big congratulation goes to all of our 
Youth and adults who supported these events.  Great Job! 

Shows across the US and Canada are in full swing now.  I hear 
that Tunis sheep are appearing not only at the state fairs, but 
also at many local and county fairs across the country.  This is 
great news to all breeders.  The word is spreading….Tunis are 
great sheep to purchase not only for youth and open competi-
tions, but for meat markets as well.  We move most of our non-
show quality lamb through local farmer’s markets; the demand 
is very high as are the prices.  Keep up the good work, spread 
the word and encourage others to own Tunis sheep.    

    Continued on page 2  
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News from the Northeast Tunis Sheep Asso-
ciation (NETSA) 

The back to school commercials would have 
you believe that summer is already over, but 
we still have a few more weeks to go before 
the official start of fall.  

The 29th Annual Northeast Youth Sheep Show 
on July 19th – 21st, 2013 was a huge success 
with eighteen exhibitors and 70 head of sheep!  
The weather was unbelievably hot and humid, 
but three days were packed full with activi-
ties…..quiz bowl, skill-a-thon, showmanship 
and junior show, a time to relax and enjoy the 
ice cream social, BBQ and pizza party.   

Many thanks go to the New England Sheep & 
Wool Growers Association for sponsoring and 
conducting this show for the youth.  NETSA 
would like to extend a big thank you to the ex-
hibitors, parents and all who made donations 
to make this event such a fun filled weekend 
for the Tunis Youth.   

As the month of September is rapidly ap-
proaching, NETSA members are gearing up for 
the 2013 Regional Tunis Show at Eastern 
States Exposition (ESE) at the Big E in West 
Springfield, Massachusetts on September 21st, 
at 2:00 p.m.  Dave Cook will be the judge.  

At the Regional Tunis Show this year, NETSA 
has several social activities planned…..ice 
cream social – Friday evening, pizza party – 
Saturday after the show.  All are welcome; 
come join in the fun.  Location – NETSA Wel-
come Area.   Hope to see many of you there! 

NETSA 

Region 1 & Northeast Tunis Sheep 

 Association (NETSA) 

Presidents letter continued… 

NTSRI registrations and memberships are growing fast!  We 
have 60 new members since the start of the year.  Our mem-
bership is represented by 381 adult and youth members 
representing most of the US States and Eastern and Western 
Canada. Our Youth organization, National Tunis Junior Asso-
ciation, represent 29% of the membership (109 Youth).  
Interest in Tunis Sheep is clearly growing; this will chal-
lenge current and future NTSRI leaders to continuously 
improve the organization and services to ensure a sustain-
able membership and growth.  The “red heads” are here to 
stay!  

By now, all members should have received their 2013 
NTSRI Directory.  Many hours went into collecting articles 
and events for the new version.  The Directors wish to thank 
Tom Mann for collecting the information for the Directory 
and working with Banner to get it published.  This was our 
first year; now that we have a model to work from, future 
years should take less effort.  We also want to thank The 
Banner publication team for the professional help; and 
thanks to the vendors and members who made this a finan-
cial success for Banner and NTSRI.  Due to these sponsor-
ships, the cost to NTSRI was only postage to distribute the 
Directories.  We also have an ample supply to bring to major 
events and to send to new members.  Please check your 
listing and send any corrections to Sharon 
(sharonkerns@charter.net).  The most up to date Directory 
information is found on the NTSRI web site
(www.tunissheep.org).   

I am honored to serve as President to NTSRI again this year.  
I want to thank all members for their encouragement and 
support this past year and I look forward to another excit-
ing year ahead.  Please, if you have concerns or questions, 
feel free to contact me or your Director.  You can find all of 
our contact information on the web site.  I want to wish 
everyone success and I look forward to seeing many of you 
at NAILE in Louisville. 

Kindest regards,  

Bill Kerns, Pres. NTSRI 

NORTHEAST YOUTH COME OUT STRONG FOR JUNIOR SHOW 
 

The Northeast Tunis Youth Sheep Show was held in Springfield, 
MA,  July 21, 2013. 60 Tunis sheep were shown by 17 youth exhibi-
tors!  
CHAMPION RAM – Fall Ram Lamb – Kyle MacCauley 
RESERVE CHAMPION RAM – Yearling Ram – Alivia Blum 
CHAMPION EWE – Early Yearling Ewe – Kyle MacCauley 
RESERVE CHAMPION EWE – Fall Ewe Lamb – K. MacCauley 
Sr Showmanship - 1st of 6 entries – Justine Swartz 
Jr Showmanship - 1st of 6 entries – Megan Millison 
Novice Showmanship - 1st of 3 entries – Alivia Blum 
1st Year Showmanship - 1st of 1 entry – Ian Surgenor 
EXHIBITORS: Alivia Blum, MD; Leland Casey, RI; Thomas Eng-
lish, NY; Kalie Harrison, NY; Taylor Harrison, NY; Kyle Mac-
Cauley, PA;Brielle Michener; Megan Millison, MD; Connor Priest, 
MA; Drew Ridgeway, MD; Kyle Harris, MA; Jessie Hooker; Gregory 
Surgenor, NH;Ian Surgeonor, NH; James Surgeonor, NH; Justine 
Swartz, NH, and Brianna Taylor, MA. 

mailto:sharonkerns@charter.net
http://www.tunissheep.org
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NTSRI Tunis Pride Photo Contest  

The Tunis Pride Photo Contest continues in full swing and monthly 
winners continue to be posted on the NTSRI website 
(www.tunissheep.org).  

There have been some terrific photos submitted for 2013…January - 
Leanne Von Kappel, Whidbey, WA; February - Mike & Kathy Niese, 
Ottawa, OH; March – Beverly Matthews, West Point, IN; April – Jim 
& Louise Dunham, Zanesfield, OH; May – Sherylee Foser, Laclede, 
ID; June – Hope Mann, Celina, OH; July – Leanne Von Kappel, Whid-
bey, WA. 

In the April NTSRI Newsletter, we featured the photos of the win-
ners for January, February, and March; we are please to feature in 
the September Newsletter the winners for April, May, June and July.   

On behalf of the NTSRI Photo Contest Committee; I would like to 
thank everyone who has submitted photos for the contest to date.  
We are grateful for your time.  Keep them coming! 

The photos ideally reflect the month in which they are nominated.  
September, October and December are great months for photo-
graphs.  Do you have a unique photo from the shows?  Fall makes 
great photo opportunities and Tunis sheep outside in the snow cov-
ered pasture make a perfect photo for the holiday season.  We al-
ways love the photos of your children and grandchildren with the 
Tunis. 

To qualify for each month you need to send the photo by the 10th of 
the month.  If you send an entry, please fill in and sign the photo 
release form located on the NTSRI website (one time only).  Win-
ners will receive a free ad with two photos on the NTSRI website 
(Ad Section).  If your photo does not win, we may re-nominate it for 
another month. 

Please e-mail your entries to one of the committee volunteers:  

John McDonough, davidbrownfarm@comcast.net, Troy Staples, 

bctunis@gmail.com or Sharon Kerns, sharonkerns@charter.net  

Now, get your camera, cell phones and iPods out and start clicking 

those Kodak moments!  Thanks. 

Tunis Pride Photo Contest Committee 

 

April winner: submitted 

by Jim and Louise 

May winner: submitted by 

Sherylee Foster 

June winner: submitted by 

Hope Mann 

 

July winner: Leanne 

Von Kappel 

http://www.tunissheep.org/
mailto:davidbrownfarm@comcast.net
mailto:bctunis@gmail.com
mailto:sharonkerns@charter.net
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GREETINGS FROM OHIO! 
 

Hello to all from Ohio.  I just walked in from our last county 
fair for the year.  We competed in the Van Wert County 
open show today.  It has been a busy summer here at Wild 
Hoof Acres. Hope, Kris, and I went to three county fairs and 
one state fair.  We are also planning to do NAILE yet for this 
year.  I would like to thank the rest of my fellow Ohio Tunis 
breeders for helping to get the year off on the right foot 
with the National Sale in Wooster. 
 

As we look to 2014 which is coming faster than we may like. 
I as your Vice President and Ohio’s Vice President too would 
like you to remember the National Sale in May. We are also 
excited to host the National Tunis show at the Ohio State 
Fair.   Ohio breeders are working on coming up with some 
great ideas of Ohio related gifts to give all exhibitors at the 
show. 
 

I am very new to all the ins and outs of the organization but 
I am also thrilled to be working with a great set of people to 
promote a wonderful breed of sheep.  I feel that we as an 
organization have a lot to be proud of and as we continue 
to work together all that can happen is more great things 
for the breed. 
 

I want to wish all of you a great fall and hopefully a great 
lambing season to follow.  My ears are always open feel 
free to email or call me and I will do all I can to help you. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Tom Mann 

LEAD LINE  EXHIBITORS CAN EARN ADDITIONAL PREMIUMS AT NAILE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

The National Tunis Sheep Registry Inc. will present $25.00 to any person leading a Tunis 

Sheep in the NAILE Lead Line, and will offer $100.00 to any person winning their class in 

the NAILE Lead Line or costume  classes! Lead Line forms can be printed from the NTSRI 

website (www.countrylovin.com/NTSRI) 

Tunis Lead-Line Form  
 
Exhibitor 
Name___________________________________ 
  

Address__________________________________ 
  

City________________State_________Zip_____ 
 

Phone___________________________________ 
  

Email___________________________________ 
 

Place of Show (exp. KILE)___________________ 
  
Check One: Junior____Intermediate___ Senior___ 
  

Placing__________________________________ 
  

Breed of Sheep with Model___________________  
(filled in by show manager) 

  

Show Manager Signature_____________________  
 

NTSRI will send a $25 check to exhibitors 
who lead Tunis at NAILE and $100 for  
first place at NAILE in Lead Line or Cos-
tume classes.  
Other state fairs will be  
paid out at $10 to each participant who 
leads a Tunis. Send completed form to  
the NTSRI Treasurer after each show. 
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2013 Tunis Yearling Ewe Jackpot 
Show 

The Third Annual Tunis Yearling Ewe 
Jackpot Show at NAILE is less than three 
months away.  Breeders invested a fee to 
nominate one or more lambs; they sus-
tained their entries over a year and fi-
nally selected the best yearlings to be in 
the show.  

This year we are happy to announce 
eleven breeders with nineteen entries 
who will be participating in the show.  
The show is scheduled on Tuesday, No-
vember 19th 2013, one hour after the 
National Tunis Show at the Goat Show 
Ring.  The judges will be announced in 
upcoming information. 

Cash rewards will be paid back to the top 
five individuals in the show.  This year 
we are pleased to announce additional 
financial support from several busi-
nesses. 

Again, we cannot thank the breeders 
enough who support and participate in 
the Jackpot Show.  Without your partici-
pation, we would not be able to have a 
showcase event to show off the beautiful 
“red heads”.  Thanks! 

2013–2014 Tunis Yearling Ewe Jackpot Show is up and 
running! 

What is the Jackpot Show?  Breeders invest a fee to nomi-
nate as many ewe lambs as they like prior to September 
15, 2013.  They sustain their entries over a year with addi-
tional payments and finally select their best yearling ewes 
for the show.   

The total purse is dependent on breeder participation and 
vendor support.  Payout…..one hundred percent of entry 
fee and donor support, less costs (prizes and 10% to Na-
tional Tunis Junior Association) will be distributed to the 
first five places in the Jackpot Show (1st place-50%, 2nd 
place-20%, 3rd place-15%, 4th place-10%, 5th place-5%) 

What is the goal of the show?  Provide a showcase event 
and high value contest for Breeders of all ages.  It also pro-
vides a monetary incentive for youth to choose the Tunis 
breed for 4-H, FFA and junior shows, and adults as  well.  

For further information, please check out the NTSRI web-
site www.tunissheep.org where you will find more infor-
mation and forms for registration. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Sharon Kerns at 978-456-1240 or e-mail 
sharonkerns@charter.net   

Tunis breeders who have not nominated ewe lambs in the 
Jackpot Show in the past; consider it this year and  join in 
the fun! 

Sharon Kerns 

2012 Tunis Yearling Ewe Jackpot Winners...who will take the 
honors of 2013?  

OHIO STATE FAIR JR SHOW @ Columbus, OH 
August 1, 2013 

 

15 Head of Tunis shown by 5 Exhibitors! 
 

Coral Nelson, Jeromesville, OH  
Lane Brown, Creston, OH  
Olivia Brown, Creston, OH 
Emily Burns, Baltimore,  
Morgan Johnson, Wooster, OH 
 

CHAMPION RAM –Yearling Ram – Coral Nelson 
RESERVE CH RAM –Spring Ram Lamb – Lane Brown 
CHAMPION EWE – Yearling Ewe – Olivia Brown 
RESERVE CH EWE – Yearling Ewe – Lane Brown  

Mike Niese  with nephew Lane Brown 

http://www.tunissheep.org/
mailto:sharonkerns@charter.net
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The Ohio Tunis Association is happy to report another 

great year at Wooster!  

 

National Tunis  

Sale Averaged  

$568.75 Per 

Head 

 

Judy Moore, was the judge for the 2013 National Tunis Show and Sale. This year 23 

breeders from 11 states consigned 64 head of Tunis. The average sale price was $568.74. 

Twenty-two buyers from 13 states bought a total of $36, 400.   

The Barkley family from Maple Hollow Farm in Pennsylvania won Champion Ram, 

and bragging rights for Reserve Champion Ram go to Matt and Jen Maag, MJM Farm, 

Ottawa, Ohio. In the ewe classes, Mom’s Tunis from Wytheville, Virginia claimed the 

Champion Ewe spot and Reserve Champion Ewe went to JET Tunis-Smith and Erwin 

Families From Richwood, Ohio. 

The High Selling Ram and Ewe breeders 

were awarded a Banner in recognition of 

their efforts. The High Selling Ram Award 

went to Maple Hollow Farms, Manns 

Choice, PA, and the High Selling Ewe 

Banner went to BWB Farm, Martinsville, 

Ohio. Congratulations to Riverwood Farm, 

who purchased both the high selling Ram 

and Ewe at the National Sale. Riverwood 

also received an additional $100.00 pre-

mium from the Ohio Tunis Sheep Associa-

tion for both sheep, because they won their 

class at Ohio State Fair! It really does pay 

off to buy Tunis Sheep at the Great Lakes 

Sale!  
Above:Neal Knapp, Randy Barr,Rick Whit-

ing, (BWB Farm) Eric Bruns, Riverwood 

Farm 

Below right: John Bruns of Bruns Tunis, Maria 

Stein, Ohio, wears this outfit to check sheep in 

the middle of the night. He jumps out of bed 

and slips on his plaid sweat pants, to keep his 

skinny legs 

warm. A beau-

tiful gold 

jacket with his 

green sock cap 

for his bald 

head . John 

has new rub-

ber boots this 

year, with no 

holes this year! 

Polka Dot 

gloves and a wool neck warmer complete his 

outfit! “Look out sheep, here he comes!” 

Above: The Barkley Girls (Maple 

Hollow Farm) and Eric Bruns, 

Rivwood Farm   

RAISING A LITTLE MONEY FOR THE 

YOUTH! 

“Hope Mann wins Barnyard Couture 

Runway Show” 
Left: Richard  

Schambow Sr.  Of 

Cass Hollow Farm, 

Janesville, WI, 

Wearing his Looney 

Toons T-shirt, 

paired with plaid 

flannel pajama 

pants. He’s sporting 

his sassy Morman’s 

Feed hat and fin-

ishes off the ensem-

ble with loosely tied boots. Richard has had 

Tunis since 2006, and he’s worn this fashion 

forward outfit to the barn many times since. 

Right: Hope Mann 

from Wild Hoof Acres 

models her  winter  

barn collection. Her 

outfit starts off with 

Pink bibs and topped 

off with a purple coat 

trimmed in Black and 

white., a forest green 

stocking hat and one 

blue and yellow glove 

and a pink glove. Her outfit was completed with 

pink boots with broken straps,  topped off with 

mud and sheep manure! 

Members of NTJA preparing 

for the Auction! 
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What Are You Doing to Increase Lamb Consumption? 
 Article by Melanie Barkley, Extension Educator  

 

               While total numbers of sheep and lambs in the United States is declining, so is the average consumption of lamb by 

consumers. The laws of supply and demand dictate that if supply decreases, then demand should increase. But, if demand 

for lamb is decreasing as well as the supply of lamb, perhaps as producers we need to take a look at what we are doing to 

increase the consumption of lamb in the United States. 

               According to the Ag Marketing Resource Center, per capita lamb consumption in 1990 was 1.6 lbs. and this declined 

to 0.88 lbs. in 2011. If we compare this to per capita lamb consumption in Australia and New Zealand, we are looking at 26 

lbs. and 25 lbs. respectively. The United States boasts a very large number of meat eating consumers, so what is preventing 

people from eating lamb? The American Lamb board states “more than one third of consumers have never had the opportu-

nity to taste lamb.” 

               The Ag MRC report also says “Domestically, lamb is not a strong competitor with other animal-sourced proteins such 

as beef, pork, and poultry.  Given that most meat consumers never consume lamb, its substitutability with other red meat 

products is quite limited.  However, lamb must compete for retail shelf space with other meat products.”  

            One other challenge that we as sheep producers face is that lamb is consumed mostly during the spring holidays 

rather than all year. This creates challenges for processors who try to keep a consistent and constant supply of fresh lamb 

available all year. What can you as a producer do to encourage people to enjoy American lamb? Here are a few thoughts 

that I have for producers to consider: 

 1.     Educational displays at state and local fairs: We all know that the general public is several generations re-

moved from the farm and so have no concept of how their food is produced. Most states have sheep and wool growers’ 

organizations that can develop a display for their state fair. Members can staff the display and answer questions that the 

public has about lamb and wool production. The most often asked question that I answered this year at the PA Farm Show 

(PA’s state fair) was “where can I find lamb locally?” The easiest way to answer this question was to pull out a member direc-

tory for the PA Sheep and Wool Growers Association and find a producer located near them. 

 2.     Serve lamb when friends come to dinner: Yes, this is certainly a “no-brainer.” But, what if you also give your 

friends the recipe? Or better yet, order some recipe brochures from the American Lamb Board and share these with friends 

and family. It seems that so many people not only don’t take time to cook these days, but they also don’t know how to cook. 

Supplying folks with a recipe certainly encourages them to try lamb at home. 

 3.     Get youth involved in promoting lamb: Our local fair’s lamb show continues to grow each year and that means 

the number of lambs sold through the junior livestock sale increases also. Youth can help with promotion by giving out reci-

pes and cooking instructions to potential buyers. The local sheep producers group might also get youth involved in serving 

samples. (Be sure to check out any local regulations pertaining to serving samples safely!) 

 4.     Post your farm information on foodie type websites: The local foods movement is very strong in certain areas 

across the country. Posting your farm information and availability of lamb for sale is a great way to increase the availability 

of lamb to consumers. Our local grocery stores don’t always carry lamb, but consumers may be looking to buy lamb during 

those times of the year when lamb isn’t available. 

 5.     Put a sign at the end of your driveway: This is about as easy as it gets if you live along a well-traveled road. 

Fresh, locally grown lamb for sale. Hang the sign out whenever you have lamb available. Consumers can even see how the 

lamb is raised if they have an interest. (I made the suggestion, so I best get to work making a sign for the end of my drive-

way!) This could even be a great way to pull together sheep producers in your area for a sign painting day…followed by a 

lamb dinner of course! 

What other ideas do you have for promoting lamb? The end of summer is coming, so get grilling and invite some friends over 

to enjoy the great taste of lamb! 

2013 MISSOURI STATE FAIR TUNIS SHOW – Sedalia, MO August 13th 
 

68 Head of Tunis shown by 7 Exhibitors 

CHAMPION RAM – YR RAM – Murry Farms  

RES CH RAM – JR RAM LAMB – Uptown Farms 

CHAMPION EWE – YR EWE – Uptown Farms  

RES CH EWE – JR EWE LAMB – Murry Farm 

PREMIER EXHIBITOR – Uptown Farms 
 

EXHIBITORS: Jacob Long; Murry Farms; Matt Schmidt; Mitch Schmidt; Nick Stumpe; Stumpe Sheep 
Farm – Kelly Stumpe Family, and Uptown Farms – Matt & Kate Lambert 
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KAYLA BARCLAY WINS ONE OF THREE 

$1000,00 NTSRI SCHOLARSHIP S 

Kayla purchased her first two Tunis 

ewe lambs in 2004 from the Wise 

family. Actually, her father traded 

some sheep panels for those lambs. 

She is very thankful to the Wise fam-

ily for breeding those ewes for her 

until she purchased her own ram. 

Kayla most enjoys lambing season and caring for the newborn 

lambs. Because her family has over 100 brood ewes, which includes 

mostly Dorset and a few Border Leicesters, she spends a lot of time 

feeding, moving sheep in pastures and other chores around the 

farm. She currently has 15 Tunis brood ewes of her own. About half 

of her ewes lamb in the fall and the remainder lamb in January and 

February. The Tunis sheep have taken her to numerous shows 

across the country including the All American Junior Show, Keystone 

International Livestock Exposition, Delaware Junior Livestock Exposi-

tion, Eastern States Exposition and the North American Interna-

tional Livestock Exposition. She has been very fortunate to have her 

sheep place well for her at these various shows. Some of her best 

accomplishments with her sheep include: Reserve Champion Ewe 

2005 National Junior Show, Champion Ram 2008 National Junior 

Show, Champion Ewe 2009 National Junior Show, Reserve Cham-

pion Ewe 2011 National Junior Show, Reserve Champion Ewe 2008 

National Sale, Champion Ram 2013 National Sale, Junior Champion 

Ewe 2011 National Show, and Premier Breeder and Premier Exhibi-

tor at the 2011 National Show. Her involvement in Tunis sheep and 

through the 4-H and FFA programs has led her to an interest in meat 

production. Last fall she participated in the Keystone Stockmen’s 

Contest and was named high individual in meats judging. For the 

past three years she has participated in the state FFA meats judging 

contest and her team won the contest this past year. She also 

earned high individual in this contest in 2013, 2nd in 2012 and 4th in 

2011. So, she and her teammates will be headed to Louisville in 

October to participate in the national contest. She is currently a 

freshman at Penn State University’s Altoona campus and is majoring 

in food science. The Tunis Association scholarship is being used to-

ward her college education. Her goal is to graduate from Penn State 

with a B.S. and then move to Ohio State for a master’s degree in 

meat science.  

NTSRI SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS COLLEGE BOUND! 

STEVEN HASSELMAN  $1000 NTSRI SCHOLARSHIP 
WINNER 

 
I would like to thank the Tunis Association greatly for 
the college scholarship that I have been awarded. I 
am currently undergoing my 
Sophomore year at Highland 
Community College in Free-
port, Illinois, where I am in 
the process of obtaining my 
Associates degree in Agricul-
ture. Next year I will be 
attending the University of 
Wisconsin, Platteville, 
where I will be pursuing a 
Bachelors Degree in Crop 
Sciences/Agronomy. The 
scholarship I have received 
will be a great help in paying 
for my college education, 
seeing as tuition continues 
to climb. Thank you very much for the scholarship, 
and I hope that Tunis sheep will have a long term 
place in my future. 
  
Sincerely, 
Steven Hasselman  

 

National Tunis Youth Scholarship Application Rules 

NTSRI members interested in applying for the 2014 

Scholarship should complete the Scholarship applica-

tion that is posted on the NTSRI website and follow 

the rules listed below:  

1. Scholarships available to any member seeking post

-secondary education who has not previously re-

ceived a NTSRI scholarship 

2. Must be a current member of the NTSRI or parent 

or guardian must be a member 

3. Application is due 15 April 2014 

4. Selection committee will review the applications 

and announce the winner at the National Tunis 

Show and Sale in May 
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Anna Charest 2014 Scholarship Winner 

 Throughout my life I have been a part of many organizations and communities. 
It has always seemed to be my way to “go big or go home.” When I become 
involved in something, I never dabble in it, but plunge right in and get myself as 
deeply immersed as possible. When I decided to show sheep, the situation was 
no different. My single Tunis ewe lamb became a full flock being trucked around 
the country within the matter of a couple of years. I was soon attending twenty 
shows within one season and doing quite well in making a name for myself. My 
highest honor was winning Supreme Champion Ewe at the Nation Tunis Show 
in 2009 with my yearling The Red Pearl. That achievement was shortly followed 
with Champion Ewe at NAILE with my ewe lamb. I seemed to be on a roll and 
ever since I have been able to maintain a reputation that I am proud of. How-
ever, I know that I would not be were I am today without the support and kind-
ness of the Tunis sheep community.  

I was first introduced to Tunis sheep in 2001. I needed to borrow a ewe to use for lead line at the Eastern 
States Exposition. I fell in love with the unique qualities of the breed. The following year I leased two sheep, one of 
them a Tunis ewe lamb from the Harris family.  As I made my way through the show circuit, I was taken under sev-
eral wings and given tips and pointers by many Tunis breeders who had years of experience under their belts. They 
shared their knowledge of blocking, fitting and showing with me and along the way I watched others and learned 
even more. The greatest support I received was the encouragement and positivity of my peers. 

It was a difficult decision to step away from showing this year. I have taken time off to attend school year 
round. Balancing my education and the farm has been a challenge. I have kept only my best and most prized Tunis 
sheep. There are certainly some I could never dream of parting with. I am very lucky to have the support of my par-
ents while I am away living in Philadelphia. Thank you so much to Anne Marie Chapdelaine and Steven Charest for 
caring for my treasures and for birthing, washing, fitting, and showing them this year in my absence. Of course, I did 
not stay away entirely. I have found myself at a couple of shows this summer, judging, showing and visiting. I cer-
tainly could never be rid of my beloved Tunis. They will always have a place in my heart and in the barn.  

If all goes as planned, I will graduate in June 2014. I will complete my life a student with a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Fashion Design. As with everything else, I have done my best to go above and beyond what is expected of 
me. I am proud to say that I have maintained a 4.0 and have received many awards for my class achievements.  The 
Art Institute of Philadelphia has an incredible teaching staff and I am honored to learn from them. The scholarship I 
received from The National Tunis Sheep Association will help me to advance in my studies. This quarter I created 
my first fashion collection. All of the garments where made from wool fabric. Even now, I am going back to my 
roots of making lead line outfits to make a name for myself in the design world.  

Thanks to all whom have been there to teach me and offer their support, advice, and encouragement. I am 
blessed to be a part of the community of the Tunis sheep breeders.  

Al Roker's Lamb Ribs 
Prep Time: | Cook Time: 3 Hrs | Servings: 4 | Difficulty: Easy 

Ingredients: 

1 whole breast of lamb, also called Denver cut or lamb riblets, with most 

of the fat still on (see note) 

Kosher salt and black pepper. 

Directions: 

Heat the oven to 225 degrees. Sprinkle the meat with salt and pepper and 

place fat-side up in the roasting pan. Bake 3 to 4 hours, until the fat has 
rendered and browned and the meat is well done. Slice into ribs. 
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Uptown Farms to host 2nd Annual 
Online Sale 

 
Uptown Farms, Matt and Kate Lambert 
of Brookfield, MO launched their first 
annual online production sale in April of 
this year.   
 

The sale was extremely successful with 
an average of near $900 on 13 head 
and animals selling to California, Minne-
sota, Texas, Indiana and Virginia.  
 

Uptown Farms will again offer an online 
production sale in April of 2014, with 
plans of offering between 15 and 20 
head of registered Tunis.    
 

All futurity ewe lambs will be nominated. 
The Lamberts donated 5% of sale pro-

ceeds, which totaled $572 to the Na-

tional Tunis JunCHAMPION RAM – Fall Ram 

NTJA Presidents Letter 

Hello fellow Tunis breeders,  

It seems like the summer has flown by, and with school 

and organizations life has suddenly become hectic again. 

The NTJA has been working hard throughout the summer 

to help support local, regional, and national shows 

through gifts for exhibitors, buyer credits, fun activities, 

and more. Juniors have been helping to increase the Tunis 

presence across the nation, like at the Oregon State Fair 

Junior Tunis Show as you may have seen on our Facebook 

page.  

Now that the show season is winding down, we are focus-

ing on activities at NAILE, such as having a Tunis Junior get-

together, junior T-shirts, and finishing up our raffle. Tickets 

are still available at 1 for $5 and 5 for $20. Cash prizes are 

$250, $150, and $100 and will be selected during the Tunis 

Open show at NAILE. We will also be having an NJTA meet-

ing that all members may attend. A date for this meeting 

will be announced in the near future.  

We would like to thank all the people and organizations 

that have supported us this far. We know that we still have 

a long way to go to develop the NTJA into a strong organi-

zation over the next few years, but with support like all of 

yours we know it is possible! As the year comes to a close, 

however, we will be losing some of our board members 

due to age or time restraints. We ask that you help us 

spread the word about the great leadership opportunity 

that the NTJA is! We want to continue to have a strong 

team of youth to work with in the upcoming years. Direc-

tor application forms are available on the NTSRI website to 

all NTSRI juniors ages 14-21. Members ages 12-18 can 

apply to be an intern, and a firm deadline for these appli-

cations will be published shortly. I personally suggest that 

anyone interested apply; the NTJA is a great way to im-

prove your leadership skills and will help you later in life, 

whether that is on resumes, job interviews, or just day to 

day. It’s not a huge time-commitment, and you are not 

required to attend every show. I know I have grown tre-

mendously in these past two years, and while I will be very 

sad to lose our older members in March at Wooster, I’m 

excited to see the new faces of our breed.  

Thank you all and I hope to see you in Louisville!  

Sincerely,  

Rachel Schambow  

NTJA President  

NATIONAL JUNIOR TUNIS YOUTH SHOW RESULTS 

NATIONAL JR TUNIS SHOW @ E Lansing, MI July 6th, 2013 

77 Tunis shown by 14 Youth Exhibitors 
 

CHAMPION RAM – Fall Ram Lamb – Kyle MacCauley, PA 

RESERVE CH RAM – January Ram Lamb – Hope Mann, OH 

CHAMPION EWE – Yearling Ewe – Kyle MacCauley, PA 

RESERVE CH EWE – Slick Shorn Ewe Lamb – Kyle MacCauley, PA 

CHAMPION MARKET LAMB – Casey Huhnke, IN 

RESERVE CH MARKET LAMB – Kyle MacCauley, PA 

CHAMPION TUNIS FLEECE 

RAM FLEECE – Drew Ridgeway, MD 

EWE FLEECE – 1st – Hope Mann, OH 

2nd – Morgan Munsey, IN 

3rd – Drew Ridgeway, MD 
 

EXHIBITORS & PARTICIPANTS: Ashley Blum, MD; Hunter 

Frobose, OH; Kyle Harris, MA; Casey Huhnke, IN; Christopher 

Huhnke, IN; Jacob Long, MO; Kyle MacCauley, PA; Hope Mann, 

OH; Megan Millison, MD; Morgan Munsey, IN; Coral Nelson, OH; 

Drew Ridgeway, MD; Mitch Schmidt, MO; Jessica Swihart, OH; 

Kalyn Swihart, OH; and Brianna Taylor, MA. 
 

TOP 5 FINISHERS IN THE TUNIS TOP GUN (Total Points in all 

contests): Morgan Munsey, IN; Drew Ridgway, MD;  

Kyle MacCauley, PA; Hope Mann, OH; and Jessica Swihart, OH. 
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Midwest Junior Preview Show a success! 

The 4th annual Midwest Junior Preview Show was held in its new location, Sedalia, Missouri, on June 15.  The show was attended by over 140 

exhibitors with over 400 sheep.  Tunis were among the 14 breeds shown,  with seven exhibitors and 22 head shown.  Tunis handed out $935 

in premium money.   

Tunis sponsors included Emily Burns, Darling Tunis, Long Tunis, Baxter Farms, Triple T Tunis, Red Ridge Farms, Windsong Farms, Dan Kleman, 

Jane Owens and Uptown Farms.  The National Tunis Junior Association was the main donor, providing $300 in premium money for the event. 

The show kicked off on Friday evening with a BBQ dinner, free for all exhibitors and their families and a feeding clinic.  The next morning 

shows started at 8:30am and the Supreme Drives were concluded around 5pm.  Judges were Sarah Weber from Oklahoma and Richard 

Krackow from Wisconsin.   

Next year’s MJPS will be held on June 14, 2014, again in Sedalia, MO.  Emily Stumpe is serving her second year as Tunis Breed Director but 

the Tunis Breed director will be open for application at the 2014 show.  Applications can be submitted by any interested youth Tunis breeder, 

ages 15 -22.  For more information on the event, please visit www.midwestjuniorpreviewshow.com  and make sure and “like” them on Face-

book at www.facebook.com/midwestshow.   

Champion Ram 
Emily 
Stumpe Spring Ram   

Reserve Champion 
Ram 

Emily 
Stumpe Yearling Ram   

Champion Ewe 
Mitch 
Schmidt Yearling Ewe   

Reserve Champion 
Ewe 

Emily 
Stumpe Yearling Ewe   

    
Exhibitor Name Sheep ID Birthdate Placing 

Yearling Ram       
Emily Stumpe 354 2/13/2012 1 
Mitch Schmidt 1208 2/5/2013 2 
Omar Wahdan 19 3/12/2012 3 
        
Fall Ram       
Mitch Schmidt 790 12/25/2012 1 
        
Spring Ram       
Emily Stumpe 528 3/4/2013 1 
Mitch Schmidt 417 2/2/2013 2 
Elizabeth Stumpe 538 3/14/2013 3 
Ben Stumpe 531 2/7/2013 4 
Omar Wahdan 29 2/6/2013 5 
        
Yearling Ewe       
Mitch Schmidt 1642 1/7/2012 1 
Emily Stumpe 519 4/3/2012 2 
Elizabeth Stumpe 1135 10/4/2011 3 
Mitch Schmidt 382 2/4/2012 4 
Ben Stumpe 0.32 3/23/2012 5 
Omar Wahdan 8 1/28/2012 6 
        
Fall Ewe       
        
Spring Ewe       
Mitch Schmidt 1848 1/14/2013 1 
Elizabeth Stumpe 533 2/10/2013 2 
Ben Stumpe 525 1/27/2013 3 
Mitch Schmidt 1847 1/12/2013 4 
Jacob Long 241 1/14/2013 5 
Jacob Long 1319 2/10/2013 6 
Omar Wahdan 28 2/4/2013 7 

Midwest Tunis Association State 
Fair Meeting 
 

The MTA held a quick members meeting 
at the conclusion of the Tunis show at 
the 2013 Missouri State Fair.  The mem-
bers voted unanimously to reappoint the 
officer team of Kelly Stumpe, Mitch 
Schmidt and Kate Lambert.  
 
The members discussed adding awards 
to the 4-H and FFA Tunis show at Mis-
souri State Fair and approved this mo-
tion.  The officer team will look into costs 
and make determinations based on the 
2013 budget. 
 
President Kelly Stumpe reviewed the 
2013 Midwest Stud Ram Sale, where 
MTA hosted a BBQ lunch on Wednesday 
afternoon before the Sale.  
Exhibitors were congratulated on a suc-

cessful 2013 Missouri State Fair with 

Tunis numbers and quality both being 

very strong.  

How deep were the Tunis yearling 

ewes? This is a snapshot of part of 

the yearling ewe class on profile with 

judge Mike Caskey taking his first 

look.  

http://www.facebook.com/midwestshow
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2013 TUNIS MESSENGER AD RATE CHART 
 

Get your website advertising for FREE! MEMBERS WHO PLACE A 1/4 
PAGE AD OR LARGER WILL RECEIVE A FREE AD ON THE NTSRI WEBSITE! 
CONTACT KATHY NIESE AT KATHY.NIESE@GMAIL.COM. 
 

DISPLAY ADS Black and White 

Ad               Per      4 Issues  
Size               Issue      Prepaid  
1 page     $75  $275   
1/2 page    $45  $160 
1/4 page    $25  $90 
Business Card   $15  $50  
 

DISPLAY ADS Color (will only available on the website)  

Ad               Per   4 Issues 
Size               Issue   Prepaid 
1 page     $150  $550 
1/2 page    $90  $320 
1/4 page    $50  $180 
Business Card   $15  $100 
 

WEBSITE CLASSIFIED ADS 
Ads will run for 60 days, and can be renewed by resubmitting. 
 

Text with one photo...................$10.00 
Text with two photos ................$15.00 
Please contact the webmaster, Sharon Kerns 
 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINES 
Winter Issue ....................January 15 
Spring Issue.......................March 15 
Summer Issue.......................June 15 
Fall Issue...........................October 5 

TUNIS BARN SIGNS ARE IN! 

The first Tunis signs have been printed, 
and they are beautiful! Signs will be 
delivered to NAILE unless you previously 
paid to have yours shipped, then you can 
expect them to be shipped by Septem-
ber 17th. If you did not get your Tunis 
Breed sign ordered last year, you can still 
call me with your order. Checks should 
be made to The Women of Tunis. We 
will be taking order in NAILE too. The 
cost of the sign is $25.00, send your 
check to Kathy Niese,  8777 Rd I-7, Ot-
tawa, Ohio 45875 and a sign will be 
made for you. Proceeds from the sign 
will help Tunis families in hardship, and 
provide supplemental Scholarship dol-
lars for continuing education opportuni-
ties. The sign measures 12” x 18” and 
when you hang this sign you will be in-
dentified as  a member of one of the 
best breeds of sheep at the show, Tunis! 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

SALES 

10/6 Keystone International Sale 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
www.keystoneinternational.state.pa.us 
 

10/18-19 New York Bred Ewe 

Sale Rhinebeck, New York 

www.bannersheepmagazine.com 
 

11/16 Stars of Louisville Sale 

Louisville, Kentucky 

www.tunissheep.org 
 

SHOWS & ACTIVITIES 
 

9/22- The Big E Tunis Show 

9/29 West Springfield, Massa-

chusetts www.thebige.com 

9/28- KILE Sheep Show 

10/6 Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
www.keystoneinternational.state.pa.us 

10/1, Entry deadline for National 

Tunis Show at NAILE  

Louisville, Kentucky 

www.livestockexpo.org 

11/15 NAILE in Louisville, Ken-

tucky www.livestockexpo.com 

INDIANA STATE FAIR 

SHOW REPORT 

The Indiana State Fair Open Tunis Show 

was held Thursday, August 1. There were 

17 exhibitors from 6 states that showed 

the 92 Tunis sheep entered in the show.  

Traci Scramlin of Brookings, SD was the 

judge for the show.  

Champion ram and ewe were exhibited 

by RQL Farms of New Jersey. Indiana 

Champion Tunis ram was exhibited by 

Triangle Farms and the Indiana Champion 

Ewe was exhibited by Triple 

"M" Ranch. The premier exhibitor was 

Schambow Tunis of Wisconsin. The Indi-

ana premier breeder was Triple                

"M" Ranch.  
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The 2013 National Tunis Show 

The 2013 National Tunis Show will be held at NAILE in 

Louisville KY  Tuesday, November. 19, 2013  Judging 

will be at 8:00 AM. The Open Show Judge is Steve 

George of Deshler, OH. 

The Tunis Junior Show will be on Sunday,  

November 17th. 

The Tunis Show at NAILE is growing.  It was the third 

largest sheep show at NAILE in 2012.  In order to ac-

commodate the large amount of sheep entered, we have a 

new and improved premium schedule which has been 

increased and expanded. 

Each exhibitor in the Open Tunis Show has an opportu-

nity to enter and receive premiums for more than 28 Tu-

nis sheep.  Refer to “General Rules and Regulations” 

on Page 224 of the Premium Book. 

Call Susan Anderson at 606/346-3916 or 

Jeff Zinner at 502/367-5000 with questions. 

The Tunis Yearling Ewe Jackpot Show will take place 

in the Goat Ring also on Tuesday, November 19th, 

directly following the Open Tunis Show. 

Entry Deadline is October 1, 2013. 

Plan Accordingly. 

2013 OHIO STATE FAIR TUNIS SHOW –  

Columbus, OH August 1st 

71 Head of Tunis shown by 17 Exhibitors 

from 3 States 

CHAMPION RAM , Fall Ram Lamb   Riverwood  

              Farms 

RES CH RAM , Jan. Ram Lamb     Mom's Tunis 

CHAMPION EWE, Early Yr Ewe   Riverwood Farms 

RES CH EWE, Late Yr Ewe        Riverwood Farms 

PREMIER EXHIBITOR       Mom's Tunis 

 

EXHIBITORS: Barnes Genetics – Tim Bar-

nes, OH; Big Time Tunis – Mike & Kathy Ni-

ese, OH; Lane Brown, OH; Olivia Brown, OH; 

Ashley Burke, OH; Emily Burns Tunis, OH; 

Darling Tunis – Jim & Louise Dunham, OH; 

Clint Garey, IL; JET Tunis – Jacci Smith & 

Dan Erwin, OH; Morgan Johnson, OH; Hope 

Mann, OH; Mom's Tunis – Barbara Cassell, 

VA; Coral Nelson, OH; Riverwood Farms, OH; 

Scarlet & Gray Farm – Max Garmon, OH; and 

Shady Brook Farm – Todd & Diana Brisco, OH 

   Ohio Tunis Sheep Association Fair Meeting 

Held 

Members of the Ohio Tunis Sheep Association 

held a meeting after the Tunis show at Ohio 

State Fair.  

Members reviewed the show and made rec-

ommendations for improvement as well as 

selection of the judge for 2014 Ohio State 

Fair. OTSA members also began to plan for 

the 2014 NTSRI National Tunis Show.  We 

will post more information in the January 

newsletter to help you make plans to attend 

the 2014 National Show in Columbus, Ohio!  
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IT’S TUNIS TIME AT NAILE! 

2013 NAILE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

We are looking for another great year at the North American International Sheep Expo, re-

member to look for the “TUNIS TIME” sign signifying a Tunis event for all members is taking 

place! 

Remember : Entry fees are due by October 1, 2013, the entry fee is $15.00 per head plus an addi-

tional $8.00 (non-refundable) per head fee should be sent to the National Tunis Sheep Registry, 

c/o Sue Anderson, 515 Carpenter Creek Road, Huntsville, KY 40437. This fee is also due by Octo-

ber 1, 2013. After October 1, 2103, NTSRI will charge a late fee of $50.00 until November 1, 2013. 

(After November 1, 2013 the exhibitor will not be allowed to show if NTSRI fees are not paid) 

 

November 13, 12:00 noon  Arrival of Sheep 

November 15,  6:00 pm   All Sheep must be in the barn 

November 16, 8:00 am  NTRSI sponsored donuts at Small Fry Farm Pens 

  TBD   NTRSI BOD and membership meeting. If members 

     have ideas or issues to discuss with the BOD, please 

     submit those to President Bill Kerns or your director by 

     November 1, if possible. 

  TBD    “Women of Tunis” organizational meeting Conference 

     room  

  6:00 pm  “Stars of Louisville Sale” East Show Hall, Registration  

     form can be found on NTSRI website. 

November 18,  11:30 am   Second Annual “Show Barn Crock Pot Showdown”  

     Crock pot or other cooking appliance recipe. To par-

     ticipate in this event bring your crock pot to the 

     “Ladies of Tunis”  competition area  by 11:00am Mon

     day,  November 18. Your recipe will then be published 

     in the “Best of the Show Barn Cookbook”!  

November 19,  8:00 am  Tunis Open Show 

          1:00 pm approx. Tunis Jack Pot Show, don’t forget  your red shirts! 

  4:00 pm approx.  “It’s a Red Thing Gala” with Kentucky Fried Chicken! 

      Dessert Bar hosted by Ohio Tunis Sheep Association. 

November 22,  3:00 pm  Tunis Sheep Released  
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* REMINDER TO MEMBERS! IF YOU CURRENTLY HAVE A VALID EMAIL ON FILE WITH NTSRI, THEN THIS WILL BE 

THE LAST PAPER COPY OF “THE TUNIS MESSENGER” THAT YOU WILL RECEIVE.   
 

Printing the newsletter is very expensive; it has been decided by the BOD to publish the color version of the newsletter on the 

NTSRI website, and to email the newsletter to all members who have a valid email address listed in the membership directory.  Mem-

bers who do not have email will receive a black and white copy of the newsletter in the mail as usual. If you have email, but would 

still like to have a paper copy of the newsletter contact Kathy Niese at kathy.niese@gmail.com  and it will be sent to you.  

 

John and Maryanne McDonough ready 
to experience “Life Without Tunis” 

For those of you who have already heard this story we 
apologize; however, there may be some of you out there 
that are thinking of 
raising a flock of 
Tunis but just don’t 
know how to get 
started. Well this is 
how our story went: 

Twenty-three years 
ago we bought an 
old saltbox farm-
house built in the 
early 1700’s. After a 
10-year restoration it was now time to rebuild the barn 
and introduce a few animals to the farm. We thought 
about horses, but a neighbor already had those, then we 
thought about cows, but another neighbor had 300 head 
of Holsteins and we certainly didn’t need any more cows 
in the neighborhood. Down the street were boar goats 
so that left us thinking what’s left?  No, not hogs, but 
how about sheep!! 

The next step was what kind? After a little research with 
heritage breeds we decided on those beautiful Red-
heads. We would buy just a pair to get started. After all, 
neither one of us had ever had any experience with live-
stock. Fortunately for us, a mutual friend introduced us 
to Bruce and Sandie Hunt who had been raising Tunis for 
many years and were well respected among sheep 
breeders. We purchased two of their ewe lambs and 
named them “Mint” and “Jelly”. 

The following year, Bruce and Sandie encouraged us to 
breed Mint and Jelly to one of their prize rams.  We did, 
and the following spring we suddenly now had six sheep. 
Well, you know how the next few years go, the yearlings 
get bred, new rams come and go and before we knew it 
our flock is up to 30!! 

The next chapter in this endeavor started when Sandie 
said one day, “Why don’t you come and help us show 
our sheep at the Bolton Fair”. Well, we were hooked and 
the following year found us showing our own sheep as 
well. 

Now, let us tell you that showing sheep is a lot like learning 
to sail a boat. First you start out with a small sailfish sailing 
around an area pond, before you know it you have mas-
tered sailing and want a bigger boat to take to the lake. 
Soon after you cover just about every inch of the lake with 
your bigger boat so you decide to take it to the ocean but  

 

before you do you have to buy an even bigger boat with all 
the equipment to handle the challenges of the sea. Do you 
see where we’re going with this? 

You start out small and along the way learn the techniques 
of competing in a larger arena. We have been so fortunate 
to have started with good bloodlines keeping focused on 
animal health and true Tunis characteristics, having won-
derful supportive mentors teaching, advising and helping 
us along the way to where we have experienced success in 
those larger arenas. 

Now to the final chapter: Just like when we said goodbye 
to sailing, we say it’s been a great experience but time to 
say goodbye to raising our beautiful and gentle Tunis. After 
our dispersal sale at the New York Bred Ewe & Lamb Sale in 
Rhinebeck NY, in October, we hope to be off in our new RV 
to warmer climates come January. We are not selling the 
farm as it still gives us such joy and contentment living in 
such an old place with such history; however, think of us 
when you are in your barn mid-January waiting for that 
ewe to lamb, as we will be on a beach somewhere drinking 
something cold with an umbrella in it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John and Maryanne McDonough 
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