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Redistricting and Constitution
Updates
As stated earlier, changes affecting our director regions and
constitution have been approved by the board. These changes were in
compliance with our constitution. Membership numbers within the
regions had moved to a point where redistricting was required. This
will help to maintain equal representation for all members. We are
required to review our constitution every 10 years. These changes are
the result of that review, the membership will be asked to vote on
these changes early this year.

Constitution changes in a nutshell:
Several small wording changes to better reflect our organization and
environment today. Membership and “member in good standing”
Membership expires on 12-31 each year and must be reviewed by
April 30 following expiration to maintain “active” status. Voting
privileges are extended to active members who paid dues in the
renewal window of previous year. Removal of Proxy voting for items
requiring general members. This grew from an idea
that today’s environment and technology offers opportunity to
participate in these meetings. Change in proxy voting for board of
directors. If a director and alternative are both unable to participate
in a board meeting a proxy may be appointed to represent the region.
This proxy must be a member from the region that the are
representing. The new director regions are:
Region 1: New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut,
Vermont, Maine, and All of Canada
Region 2: New York, New Jersey
Region 3: Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia
Region 4: Ohio
Region 5: Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, Georgia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Florida, Alabama Region 6: Indiana, Michigan
Region 7: Wisconsin, Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana
Region 8: All other states in the US

COOK'S CORNER
Turkey Pinto Bean Salad with Southern Molasses Dressing
Even if you're not from the South, you can still appreciate
the
different flavors that mesh well together. My dad was born
and raised in Corbin, KY, so we always had Southern recipes
with every meal. Each dish was spicy and had a lot of garlic!
Enjoy this one!

Ingredients
1/2 cup oil-packed sun-dried tomatoes
1 garlic clove, peeled and halved
1/2 cup molasses
3 tablespoons cider vinegar
1 teaspoon prepared mustard
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon coarsely ground pepper
3 cups cubed cooked turkey breast
2 cans (15 ounces each) pinto beans, rinsed and drained
1 medium green pepper, diced
2 celery ribs, diced
1 cup chopped sweet onion
1/4 cup minced fresh parsley
Lettuce leaves, optional

Directions
1. Drain tomatoes, reserving 2 tablespoons oil. Place garlic and tomatoes in a
food processor; cover and process until chopped. Add the molasses, vinegar,
mustard, salt, pepper and reserved oil. Cover and process until smooth.
2. In a large bowl, combine the turkey, beans, green pepper, celery, onion and
parsley. Add dressing and toss to coat. Cover and refrigerate for at least 2 hours.
If desired, serve with lettuce leaves.

HELLO FROM REGION 6
Our Tunis community continued to come out in full force at Indiana and Illinois
shows this summer. The numbers were good and the quality was deep. I am so
proud of the efforts that everyone puts forth to make these shows happen for
youth and adults alike. I have really enjoyed watching you from the stands as
well as our Facebook community. Congratulations to everyone on your work. I
am sure you all are anxiously awaiting the results of the ram and ewe
matchups coming in the spring. Lambing is my favorite part. I will admit I am
always ready to see both the first and the last of the season get here! I never
cease to be amazed by God’s handiwork when these tiny creatures come in the
world, get to their feet and start looking for their first meal. Many of you know
that we are in the process of disbursing our flock as we have had a few life
changes and continuing with them just isn’t in the cards for us right now. I have
had experience with other breeds but the Tunis are my favorites and I will miss
them very much. I have been privileged to serve as your Region 6 Director and
am currently in my last year so you all need to be thinking about someone you
would like to elect to continue representing your interest in the national
association to grow the breed. Region 6 has grown quite a bit and now will
consist of Indiana and Michigan as redistricting is going on to meet SOP
requirements for each region to have similar member numbers. Nominations
will begin at the first of the year and you must be a paid member to participate.
You can check with Kathy Niese if you are unsure of that status. New director
will start in May at the Ohio Sale to be held at Darke County, Ohio
Fairgrounds. I have been a strong advocate for a live sale that is earlier in the
season to help those who like to get their hands on an animal rather than rely
on photos and need to own animals before the Memorial Day date we held sale
traditionally. Things have an odd way of working out sometimes. Due to
conditions that occurred at last Great Lakes sale, the location and management
has been changed. I understand that often we hate change but I do anticipate
this is a very positive step for the Tunis breed and encourage everyone to
attend either as a buyer or seller. I plan to be there! Thank you all and if you
need to contact me about any concerns please do
at gtwestcott@sbcglobal.net or my cell is 317-468-5904. I no longer have a
landline number. Please leave a message and I will be in contact soon. Merry
Christmas and Happy Lambing 2020!
Tammy Westcott

Champions at 2019 NAILE
Tunis Shows

Info Courtesy of Sue Anderson

NAILE Tunis Junior
Show:
Grand Champion Ram
Spilde 431 "Last Chance" (Senior
Ram Lamb) - Claire Spilde
Reserve Grand Champion Ram
Red Barn Farm 0984 (Jan. Ram
Lamb) - Jenna & Gregory Loper
Senior Champion Ewe
Spilde 379 (1st Place Early
Yearlying Ewe) - Claire Spilde
Reserve Senior Champion Ewe
Spilde 351 (2nd Place Early
Yearling Ewe) - Bruce VanWanzeele
Junior Champion Ewe
Schambow 588 (January Ewe
Lamb) - Beau Mumm
Reserve Junior Champion Ewe
BWL 1925 (March & Later Ewe
Lamb) - Sarah Fuhrman

Reserve Grand Champion Ewe
Spilde 351 (Reserve Senior Champion Ewe) - Bruce
VanWanzeele
Reserve Grand Champion Slick Shorn Ram
MJM Family Farm 1920 RR (2nd Place
Shorn Ram) - Mattilyn, Jacoby &
Makenzie Maag

Slick

Overall Grand Champion Tunis Ram & 2019 National
Champion Tunis Ram
Spilde 431 "Last Chance" (Fitted Grand Champion
Ram) - CLaire Spilde
Overall Reserve Grand Champion Tunis Ram & 2019
National Reserve Champion Tunis Ram
MacCauley 1909 (Fitted Reserve Grand Champion
Ram) - Kyle MacCauley
Best Headed Ram
S&T 2042 (1st Place Fitted January Ram) - Swartz &
Talley Tunis
Overall Grand Champion Tunis Ewe & 2019 National
Champion Tunis Ewe
MacCauley 1821 (Fitted Grand Champion Ewe) Kyle MacCauley
Overall Reserve Grand Champion Tunis Ewe & 2019
National Reserve Champion Tunis Ewe
Spilde 392 (Fitted Reserve Grand Champion Ewe) Jenna & Gregory Loper

Best Headed Ewe
Grand Champion Ewe
Westwind 329 (2nd Place Fitted Fall Ewe Lamb) Spilde 379 (Senior Champion Ewe)
Westwind Farm - The Anderson Family
- Claire Spilde

Reserve Grand Champion Ewe
Spilde 379 (Senior Champion Ewe)
- Claire Spilde

SHOW PHOTOS FROM NAILE
2019
2019 Jackpot

1st: Garey’s Tunis – Chestnut, IL
2nd: S&T Tunis – Hunt, NY
3rd: Westwind Farm – Hustonville, KY
4th: Westwind Farm – Hustonville, KY

Overall Champion Ewe Fitted

Reserve Champion
Ewe - Fitted

Overall Champion Ram Fitted

Champion Slick Ram

Best Headed

Reserve Champion
Slick Ram

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!

4 Common Lambing Issues
And How to Deal With Them

By: Rebekah Pierce

Image courtesy of Inn at Honey Run

When you first start raising sheep, whether it’s for milk, meat, or fiber production, there is a lot of information you
need to absorb. From what to feed sheep to whether you can keep them with goats to how to shear them, raising
sheep is not without its challenges. There is no time that it is more stressful, however than when you are preparing
for lambing. Being prepared for this exciting time is one of the best things you can do to prevent problems.
However, if you raise lambs for long enough, you will likely be faced with some kind of crisis eventually. Here are
some of the most common lambing problems – as well as how you can prevent and address them if they do happen
to arise.

1. Hypothermia

One of the most common killers of newborn lambs,
hypothermia is most common during winter or early
spring lambing. If a lamb’s body temperature drops
too low, it can easily go into shock and die. Sheep
are ruminants, as you likely already know – this
means they produce body heat from digestion. Adult
sheep can often survive sub-zero temperatures with
minimal protection because of their intricate
digestive processes as well as their thick coats.
Unfortunately, young lambs don’t yet have the welldeveloped digestive systems and dense wooly coats
needed to keep hypothermia at bay. Newborn lambs
have minimal amounts of fat, meaning they rely
almost entirely on their mothers and on
supplemental heat to keep them alive. To prevent
hypothermia, make sure your lambs feed within the
first few hours of life. You can buy a bit of time
with heat lamps, but that time will be limited. If your
lamb refuses to suckle or a ewe is, for whatever
reason, unable to feed, you can use
supplemental, bottle-fed colostrum temporarily
while you figure out a permanent solution. Try to
make sure lambing occurs in good weather. Don’t let
your ram breed your ewes if lambing will occur
during the winter months! If the weather turns poor
unexpectedly, make sure your pregnant ewes are
housed inside the barn to prevent outdoor lambing.

2. Problems With Nursing and Bonding

Sometimes, bonding issues can lead to postpartum
difficulties. Often, an ewe is so tired or too traumatized
to take care of her newborn. If that’s the case, you will
need to intervene to get the lamb dry and suckling.
These issues are not common, but usually have to do
with one of two factors . These have poor mothering
genetics or something has caused her to reject her
lamb. This is often the case when a mother does not get
the chance to sniff and lick her baby immediately upon
delivery.You may be able to encourage natural
mothering tendencies if the ewe is just exhausted. Dry
the lamb off with a towel and bottle-feed colostrum. Let
the ewe have a break, and try to convince her to allow
the lamb to nurse after a bit of time has passed and she
has rested. If she still rejects the lamb, you have a choice
to make. You might be able to convince another ewe
who lost her own lamb to adopt the lamb. However, this
process isn’t pleasant. It involves skinning the dead lamb
and putting its skin on the lamb you want to be
adopted. Alternatively, you may be able to bottle feed
the lamb, but this is a very time-consuming
process. Nine times out of ten, your ewes will nurse
their own lambs just fine. However, a lamb that went
through a tough delivery may be reluctant to nurse.
Most of the time, your ewe will nudge and encourage
your lamb to nurse until it finally latched on. If your ewe
is also undergoing some kind of distress, though, you
may need to hold the lamb to its mother or supplement
with bottle-fed colostrum.

3. Malpresentation or Difficult Birth
Malpresentation is one of the most common lambing
problems to arise, but luckily, it’s something that can be
easily addressed by the shepherd. Most birthing
problems don’t have to do with the lamb being
positioned inappropriately but with a disproportion in
the size of the ewe to lamb. For example, if you use a
large ram to breed a small-framed ewe, you may notice
that your ewe has trouble lambing. Similarly, an
overweight ewe can struggle to lamb even if the lamb is
positioned normally. Common malpresentation includes
a breech presentation (in which only the tail is presented
and both of the back legs are tucked beneath the lamb),
a head-back presentation, and a head-only presentation
with both forelimbs back. A lamb that is normally
presenting will have its head and front limbs coming out
first.If you need to pull a lamb, it is important that you
keep a few things in mind. First, if a lamb dies inside of a
ewe, the lamb will swell and any lubricating fluid will be
lost, making it more difficult to get the lamb out without
tearing. Second, a lamb has teeth and often horns that
can tear the soft tissues of the vagina and uterus,
meaning you need to be super careful not to yank the
lamb around too much to avoid harm to your ewe. You
might need to gently turn the lamb inside the womb if it
is malpresented.If you pull a lamb, make sure you apply
pressure steadily and slowly. If you are assisting an ewe
with the delivery of malpresented twins or multiples,
know that delivering a backward-presented lamb first is
paramount. Making the decision to assist in a birth can
be stressful – most of the time, ewes can deliver just fine
on their own and assisting can result in more problems.

4. Milk Fever
Milk fever, also known as mastitis, is a
common problem in ewes who have given
birth. It can manifest at any time immediately
following birth up until a lamb is ready to be
weaned. Bacteria inside the mammary gland
is usually to blame. If you notice that your ewe
has stopped eating, seems feverish, or is
denying a lamb access to the udder, she may
be milk sick.Again, maintaining a clean
lambing environment is paramount in
preventing one of these common lambing
problems If your ewe does develop milk fever,
you will need to take immediate action to cure
the infection. Antibiotics can clear up an
infection fast. However, a lamb can’t nurse
while its mother has the medication in her
system. You will need to bottle feed the lamb
or wean it early (if it’s at least a month old).

Why Preparation is Key
The best way to prevent any of these issues is to be vigilant at all times. While some diseases are
far out of your control as a shepherd, keeping track of the health of your ewes can eliminate the
likelihood of problems later on. Be gentle and quiet when handling your ewes, especially during
the process of lambing. Make sure everything is as clean as possible, and have a lambing kit on
hand to help your ewes and newborn lambs as needed. Being prepared is vital. It can make the
difference between a healthy, thriving newborn lamb – and one that doesn’t make it through the
first few weeks of life. The lambing process is nothing to be scared of, but instead respected. If
you treat the process seriously and are careful about keeping your ewes as healthy as possible,
you should not have any of these common lambing problems, and instead will be rewarded with
a healthy, happy flock.

2020 SHOW & SALE DATES &
LOCATIONS
2020 All American Junior Sheep Show
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI
July 2nd-5th, 2020
Ohio Sheep Day
Date: Saturday, July 11, 2020
Time: TBD
Location: OARDC Sheep Unit:
5651 Fredericksburg Road, Wooster, OH 44691
The Ohio State Fair
Dates: Tuesday, July 29 – Sunday, August 9, 2020
May 7 – 9 Ohio Tunis Showcase - Greenville, OH
Entry Deadline March 1st
May 23-24 Great Lakes Sale in Wooster, OH
June 19 - 20 - Springfield Tunis Sale Springfield, IL
June 22 - 27 Midwest Stud Ram Sale Sedalia, MO 2020
National Tunis Sale!
Go to website – midwestsale.com for entry information.
Congratulations to the 2019 NAILE Skill-a-thon Winners!
Junior Division: Emma Kyle
Intermediate Division: Eva Anderson
Senior Division: Alex Taylor
Professional Division: Todd Brisco

Tunis Sheep Barn Sign - (12" x 18") $25.00 plus
shipping Contact Kathy Niese , 419-969-0783 or
kathy.niese@yahoo.com
Brochures available for your local events. Contact
Kathy Niese , 419-969-0783
orkathy.niese@yahoo.com

Keep these ideas in mind to stay
active even during the coldest
time of the year.
Katie Greenawalt, MS, CHES
Extension Educator, Food, Families & Health
It’s officially that time of year again…the dreaded winter months are upon us. With the
temperatures outside dropping, your motivation to stay active may be as well. If you find
yourself struggling to get in your daily dose of exercise during the colder months, you are not
alone. Keep these ideas in mind to stay active even during the coldest time of the year.Opt for a
home workout! You don’t need to invest in fancy workout equipment to be able to get in a
workout at home. Consider a body-weight circuit to get your heart pumping. Body-weight
exercises utilize multiple muscle groups and can burn more calories than you think. Incorporate
exercises like squats, push-ups, lunges, planks, and jumping jacks for a full body workout.
Exercise videos, like those found on Youtube are another great option for an indoor workout,
and many times are free! Hand weights or resistance bands can be a great addition as well.Is it
possible to move your favorite outdoor activity to an indoor space? If you love to walk, find a
large, public indoor space—like a shopping mall to get in your walk. Some malls even open early
and allow people to walk and get their workout in before the stores open. This can be a great
time to catch up with a friend. No time to fit in a scheduled workout? Remember that simple
activities like choosing the stairs over the elevator, or completing chores around the house, such
as dusting or vacuuming are all great ways to get more steps in and burn additional calories.Do
you prefer to exercise outside? If so, it’s important to stay warm and dry when heading out in
cold weather. Layering can help you retain body heat when being active outdoors. The first layer
should include a moisture-wicking fabric to pull moisture away from the skin. Second, add a
layer of fleece, and on top of that add a thin waterproof layer. Don’t forget to keep all
extremities protected – head, hands, and feet. A little preparation can help you avoid dangerous
conditions like hypothermia and frostbite. Hypothermia is caused by prolonged exposure to very
cold temperatures and occurs when a person’s body temperature falls below 95 degrees
Fahrenheit. Symptoms can include lack of coordination, mental confusion, slowed reactions,
slurred speech, cold feet, and hands, shivering or sleepiness. Finally, don’t forget to hydrate
when exercising in cold weather. Although we think of it as a summertime concern, dehydration
can still occur in colder months. Being thirsty is the best sign that you should drink more
water.Even though it may be more difficult to fit in exercise during the colder months,
remember to follow the Physical Activity Guidelines for Americans and aim for at least 150
minutes of aerobic exercise per week to improve your quality of life. Move more, with more
intensity, and sit less. Adults should also engage in muscle-strengthening activities of moderate
or greater intensity and that involve all major muscle groups on 2 or more days a week. Be sure
to talk to your doctor before starting a new exercise routine. No matter how you decide to stay
active during the winter months, keep in mind that the cold too shall pass.

JUNIOR INFORMATION
THE BUCKEYE BLOWOUT YOUTH SHOW needs SPONSORS!

In the first year of existence... this Tunis Youth show, held as a pull-in and show and then leave show, during
the Ohio State Fair, it accomplished these feats:
2nd Largest Tunis Youth Show in 2019...
the Jr All American was the largest
Identified 42 kids from the ages of 1 to 19 years of age from 4 states that are active in showing
their Tunis
Provided each exhibitor with a special rosette featuring the BBO show, a t-shirt and class money
that returned their entire entry fee
The judge selected the top 5 rams and top 5 ewes with each animal receiving a large banner.
In the 5 showmanship classes, the top two placing kids received an embroidered camp chair.
There were the usual breeding show classes and included several slick shorn classes. Entry fee will remain at
$5. This year, the show management will continue or add:
To divide the spring classes into smaller classes after entries are made.
To divide the showmanship classes into 5 groups based on ages of the entrants and place only the
top individuals.
TWO MARKET LAMB classes with banners and class money. Classes to be divided after weigh in.
Accept ownership dates until July 1st and accept entries until the week before the show. Provide each
exhibitor with a goodie bag of donated items....BUT... we continue to need your support... either items for
every exhibitor or financial donations to provide feedback. Show Management has these sponsors
already...OTSA will donate 50% of their Silent Auction to be held at the Ohio Showcase Sale.Ketchem's Sheep
Supply has provided the Exhibitor's bag & an item for each. John & Irene Bruns has donated a handmade
item for the Silent Auction. Edward Jones – Colton Lowry & Hepburn Feed of OH – items for bags. Leftover
funds from 2019's show. MAY WE ADD YOUR NAME??????
For $25... your farm can sponsor a class either a breeding sheep, market lamb or showmanship
class.....Yearling ram, Fall ram lamb, 2 spring ram lamb classes, slick shorn ram lamb, 2 Fitted Yearling ewes, 2
Slick Shorn Yearling Ewes, Fall ewe lamb, 3 Fitted Spring ewe lambs, 2 Slick Shorn Spring ewe lambs, 5
Showmanship classes and 2 Market Lamb Classes.
For $50... your farm can sponsor a banner either for the Champion Ewe, Champion Ram or Market Lamb
Champion, Grand Champion Ram, Reserve Grand Champion Ram, 3rd Overall Champion Ram, 4th Overall
Champion Ram and 5th Overall Ram – Grand Champion Ewe, Reserve Grand Champion Ewe, 3rd Overall
Champion Ewe, 4th Overall Champion Ewe and 5th Overall Champion Ewe... Grand Champion Market Lamb &
Reserve GR CH Market Lambs
OR HELP FILL THE EXHIBITORS' BAGS... any amount accepted... but we plan on filling 50 bags!
IF you will help us... we will advertise your support in 3 Midwest Tunis newsletters, at least 1 NTSRInewsletter
plus in a BIG banner at the OSF
CONTACT: Louise Dunham @tunis@bright.net or 937-666-2046 or Russ
Johnson@rivenoak@sssnet.com or 330-345-1290 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!!!!!

This is a 2 year program where breeders nominate ewe
lambs during the first year following birth by paying the
required fees until the North American show the
following year where the yearling ewes are shown and
judged in a separate show...and the top five animals get
a percentage (50% for 1st down to 5% for 5th place) of
the entry fees that have been received. Any Tunis
breeder any age can nominate an ewe lamb for this
contest. NEW IMPROVEMENTS to the Yearling Ewe
Jackpot Show:
#1 – There is a one-time opportunity to enter ewes into
the 2020 Jackpot Show. The ewes must be nominated
and paid up to date (August & November’s fee) by
February 15th, 2020.
#2 – The Jackpot Show will tentatively be held in
Louisville at NAILE on Saturday night 10 minutes after
the conclusion of the jr shows pending NAILE approval.
This will help to involve more youth exhibitors.
#3 – Each Tunis breeder that nominate an ewe(s) will
have the chance to make a judge nomination for the
Jackpot show and a vote to select a judge.
Direct all questions to the new Jackpot advisor - Justine
Bielewicz at swartja92@yahoo.com
A NTSRI JACKPOT BROCHURE W/ALL RULES IS
AVAILABLE ONLINE!

5 Things You Didn't Know About Farming
Do you ever wonder what it would be like to live on a farm? There were a lot
of things I didn’t know about farm life before I became a farmer's wife.

1. FARM LIFE IS A FAMILY AFFAIR.

No matter what the job, everybody has a way to pitch in. It might be driving a truck and trailer to haul hay to
another farm. It might be picking up feed from the feed mill to feed the sheep. It might be checking the
sheep water before dark so we have time to thaw it if it’s frozen. It might be getting dinner ready so
everyone has a hot meal at the end of the day (that one is usually my job). Whatever is going on, everybody
helps out.

2. LONG DAYS ARE NORMAL ON THE FARM.
There are a lot of early mornings and late nights, usually on the same day! There is always work to be done
outside, and the best time to do that is when you have daylight. So as soon as the sun comes up, farmers hit
the ground running. And they often don’t stop until sunset. (Or sometimes well after!) Some jobs,
like tedding alfalfa hay, are best done in the very early morning. To get that job done, farmers get up before
the sun.

3. WEATHER MATTERS TO FARM FAMILIES

Have you heard the saying “make hay while the sun shines”? What about “God willing and the creek don’t
rise”? Weather is a big deal to farmers. We rely on it to make our living. If it’s too wet, crops can’t get planted
or harvested. If it’s too cloudy and damp, hay won’t dry. If it’s too dry, plants won’t grow. If no grass grows, we
need more hay to feed the sheep. But if the grass isn’t growing, then we can’t make hay!

4. THERE IS ALWAYS A PROJECT FOR FARM FAMILIES TO DO.
Always. Just when you finish one thing, there is another thing ready to be worked on. Think you’ve finished
building fence? The sheep will break a fence post and it needs to be fixed. Think you’ve finished running water
lines? Something will spring a leak and you’ll have to dig them back up. Think you’ve got the garden planted?
It’s time to start weeding. Got the weeds under control? It’s time to harvest, use, store, and give away all that
garden-fresh produce. Think the hay is baled? It’s time to cut the next field. All the lambs are born? It’s time to
get ready for breeding again.It doesn’t end during bad weather or the winter, either. There is always
equipment to maintain or fix, jobs to do inside the barn, and animals to take care of.

5. FARM LIFE TAKES A VILLAGE
No matter how big your farm or your farm family, it takes a village to manage it all. Friends and family pitch
in on almost every job – from loaning equipment, to helping vaccinate lambs, to picking up hay out of the
fields, to making dinner for everyone, to helping with the kids so the bigger jobs can get done. Everybody
helps everybody else – that’s the only way to get it all done.

Austrailian Wildfires

The 2019–20 Australian bushfire season involves a series of bushfires that are currently burning
across Australia, predominantly in south-east Australia. The 2019–20 bushfire season is of notable
intensity compared to previous seasons as it has burned an estimated 8.4 million hectares,
destroyed over 2,500 buildings and killed 25 people as of 5 January 2020. The bushfires are regarded
by the NSW Rural Fire Service as the worst bushfire season in memory. In December 2019, the New
South Wales Government declared a state of emergency after record-breaking temperatures and
prolonged drought exacerbated the bushfires. It was estimated that close to half a billion animals in
New South Wales were affected by the ongoing fires. Other estimates, which include animals like
bats, amphibians and invertebrates, put the number killed at over a billion.

As bushfires continue to ravage Southern Australia—displacing
thousands and gutting entire ecosystems—nonprofit groups are
stepping in to help. Donate now below. Just Click in bold.

Australian Red Cross
Australian Red Cross teams are supporting thousands of people in evacuation centers and recovery hubs.
NWS Rural Fire Service
The New South Wales Rural Fire Service is a volunteer-based firefighting agency working to put out the
blazes.
The Salvation Army Emergency Services
Salvation Army teams in Australia are coming to the aid of fire victims, firefighters, and police.
The St Vincent de Paul Society
Also known as Vinnies, this group is providing food, clothing, and support to fire victims.
WIRES
The NSW Wildlife Information, Rescue and Education Service Inc. is Australia's largest wildlife rescue
organization.
World Wildlife Fund
WWF-Australia is caring for injured wildlife, particularly koalas.
Port Macquarie Koala Hospital
Crews at the Port Macquarie Koala Hospital are rescuing koalas with severe burns.
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Colostrum: Liquid Gold
By: Susan Schoenian

When raising sheep and goats (and other livestock), the importance of
high quality colostrum cannot be over-emphasized. Colostrum is so
important that sometimes it's called “liquid gold.” All mammals produce
colostrum. It's the thick, yellowish “first milk” that's produced by the
female after she gives birth. Colostrum is rich in energy,
protein, vitamins and minerals. Most importantly, it contains maternal
antibodies that help protect the newborn from disease pathogens
during the early part of its life. Ewes only produce colostrum for about
24 hours (plus or minus a few hours) after delivering their offspring.
The type of antibodies the colostrum contains depends upon
the antigens to which the dam was exposed to. Ewes should
be vaccinated in late pregnancy for overeating disease and
tetanus so that they will pass antibodies for these diseases
to their offspring via the colostrum. Pregnant females should
be kept in the location where they are going to lamb for at
least 14 days prior to parturition. This gives them time to
manufacture the correct antibodies for their specific lambing
environment. All newborn mammals need colostrum. While
it's possible for a lamb to survive without colostrum in a
relatively disease-free environment, the likelihood of disease
and death is much higher in lambs that do not receive
adequate colostrum. Orphan lambs are often more
susceptible to diarrhea and pneumonia because they did not
consume enough high quality colostrum. Newborn lambs
have limited energy reserves and need rapid access to
colostrum to maintain body temperature and survive,
especially those born when it's cold. Lambs are born with
low vitamin A reserves. Colostrum is usually rich in vitamin A
and helps to build stores in the newborn. Colostrum is also
the first source of Vitamin E for the lamb. The iron content of
colostrum is 10 to 17 times higher in colostrum than normal
milk. Colostrum also has laxative qualities and helps to
eliminate fecal matter in the newborn’s digestive tract.
Research has shown that livestock vary in the quantity and
quality of colostrum that they produce. Younger females
tend to produce less colostrum than mature females.
Inadequate nutrition during late pregnancy can reduce the
quantity and quality of colostrum. In most underfed ewes,
the lambs’ needs for colostrum often exceed the ewe’s
production whereas females which are well-fed in late
pregnancy usually produce more than their babies need. At
the same time, Oregon researchers found no differences in
the amount and quality of colostrum produced by ewes with
body condition scores ranging from 2.5 to 3.5.

Lambs and kids should nurse as soon after birth
as possible in order to receive adequate
colostrum. After parturition, it's a good idea to
strip each teat to remove the wax plug and make
sure the ewe or doe has enough colostrum to
feed her offspring. Antibodies are large protein
molecules that can only cross the intestinal wall
and enter the bloodstream of the lamb during
the first 24 to 36 hours of life. Absorption is most
efficient the first few hours after birth. Lambs
and kids that are too weak to nurse can be fed
colostrum with a nippled bottle or stomach tube.
It is recommended that lambs receive 10
percent of their weight in colostrum by the time
they are 24 hours old. This means that a 10
pound lamb should receive one pound (16
ounces) of colostrum within 24 hours of birth.
Colostrum should be fed at blood temperature
(102-103°F, 39-40°C), 2 to 4 ounces at 3 to 4
hour intervals. A 60 cc syringe holds 2 ounces of
colostrum.

Image from Little Hills Sheep
Ranch

Congratulations to Hanna Warnecke, who will serve as the
2020 Tunis Queen! Hanna is from Columbus Grove, OH, and
is very excited to represent the Tunis juniors at 2020
shows. In addition to raising Tunis, Hanna is an avid
musician and volunteers in her community often. Please
welcome Hanna as the 2020 Tunis Queen when you see her
at shows this spring and summer!We thank Kylie Shakel for
her service as Tunis Queen in 2018 and 2019, and we
appreciate her representing the Tunis breed with pride at so
many Tunis events! Thank you, Kylie!

