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The Ohio Tunis Sheep Association Newsletter 

The Sheep Skin 
February 2015  

A Message from the OTSA President  
 Tim Barnes  OTSA President 

President’s Notes 

 

I do enjoy Facebook.  The sheep friends I am in contact with all have ewes that 

have started lambing and daily they are posting pictures of new lambs.  To me, all new 

lambs kind of look alike.  Some are white, some are black, and some are red! It is beyond 

my comfort zone, though to say one could be my new stud ram or show ewe while still in 

the lambing pen.  If you have any secrets to help me pick the good ones out early, let me 

know!         

Sorry to hear that the National Tunis board of directors raised the fees to register 

sheep.  I know it is a function of lower breed association income and rising costs, but still 

each of us will have to deal with this as we decide to transfer and register sheep in the future.  

Take a few minutes to identify sheep families in your area that could be possible candidates 

to raise Tunis sheep.  Getting them involved will strengthen the association.   

       

The Tunis Starter Flock Committee has submitted our application to the Ohio Lamb 

and Wool Board in the hope of receiving one of the $1250 grants.  The next step if approved 

will be to find young people to complete and return our application so we can select a de-

serving recipient before for the National Sale.  

 

At the fall meeting, those present thought it was a good idea to have at least one 

entry of Tunis lambs in the Commercial Pen of Five class at the Ohio State Fair.   We will 

try to setup a selection process at the spring meeting.  Remember ewe lambs and wethers are 

eligible and they need to weigh 90 # by June 1.  If you are interested in this event watch for 

more details in the coming month. 

 

As we start the process of cutting out and trimming our sheep for the coming show 

and sale season I am very impressed by the number of  OTSA members who are learning 

how to master this art form.  It is easy, but expensive to hire a custom fitter, but the satisfac-

tion that comes with completing the process is highly rewarding.  One way to improve your 

skill is to volunteer your time to one of the Masters.  They always need someone to CARD! 

 

I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the spring member meeting.     

 

Safe Lambing! 

TAB 
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Ohio Tunis Sheep Association Fall Meeting November 1, 2014 

The fall meeting was called to order at the home of Mike and  Kathy Niese in Ottawa Ohio. 

The minutes from the spring 2014 meeting have been lost and a report was made from the notes of Kathy Niese and were ap-

proved as replacement minutes. 

The treasurer’s report was made 

Last statement                                                        3,244.90 

Louise State Fair expenses                                         76.00 

Balance on hand                                                      3,168.08 

Treasurer’s report approved by T. Barnes, 2nd by M. Swihart 

Old Business: 

Ohio State Fair  

Fair went well  

Question from the treasurer about who is to receive checks for the Junior show.  A list will be sent to her and Junior exhibitors 

will receive checks ASAP. 

Dan Erwin is at a State Fair meeting today. 

Decided to nominate a Judge for OSF, Dr Zerby     Mike Niese moved, Mark Swihart 2nd. 

Fall Lambs birth date moved from September 1 to September 15. 

 

New Business: 

NAILE activities:  NTSRI Board meeting on Tuesday at 4:00 followed by a membership meeting at 6:00 

The Chicken Dinner will be at noon on Wed.   

The show will begin at 2:00 with the Jackpot show following 1 hour later 

Women of Tunis will be taking over the Ewe Jackpot show. 

 

Discussed getting into the Ohio started flock program.  There will be $1250 in grants for this.  It was moved to make a commit-

tee to pursue joining this program .  Committee will consist of T. Barnes, T. Briscoe and M. Niese.   Moved by Jacci Smith , 2nd 

by T Briscoe 

 

Discussed Fundraising opportunities.   

Do we want to sponsor a Pen of 5 commercial lambs at the OSF?  We would need 5 ewe or wether lambs weighing 100 to 155 

pounds.  There is an entry fee of $125.00 

Possibly have lambs donated by breeders throughout the state.  Split the payout.    

We could select breeders at the spring meeting.  Have them bring the lambs to the All breed picnic in July.  Tim Barnes would 

finish them.  Discuss further later. 

Louise suggested to membership that we hold a Trade Day.  It was decided to table this for now 

M. Niese moved, M. Swihart 2nd. 

 

Join Ohio Sheep Improvement Association $35.00 Dues.   Moved By Jacci Smith, 2nd Mark Swihart, approved. 

We decided not to sponsor any Gala after the Jackpot show in Louisville,  

 

Meeting Adjourned 

MATTIE MAAG ENJOYED A SNOWY 

WINTER DAY PLAYING WITH HER 

SNOWMAN AND TUNIS LAMB! 

TODD BRISCO FROM SHADY 

GROVE FARM SHARING THE 

LOVE WITH A FRIEND! BROOD EWES IN WAITING AT BIG TIME TUNIS 
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Out of all the activities and amenities at The Inn at Honey Run, guests are especially curious about their sheep. Honey Run staff 

admit that it may be a bit unconventional for a boutique hotel to keep a flock of sheep, but they can explain: with 50 acres of 

property in the heart of Ohio’s Amish Country, their fluffy friends fit right in. The sheep barn is a favorite stop on guests walk-

ing trails, and they report that the sheep appreciate visitors just about any time of day.  
 

 

How it all began… 
 

Animals have been a part of Honey Run since the Inn opened in the 1970s. The founding owners kept sheep, goats, and cats on 

the property. When Jason took over here in 2009, he was greeted by one sheep and two goats. Though the goats are no longer at 

the Inn, that original sheep hasn’t gone anywhere. Aptly named “Baa Baa,” she is easy to spot as the only black-faced adult in 

the flock. The others have light brown faces.  
 

Jason began to grow the flock in the fall of 2013. Longtime guests Sam and Diane, who had moved into their dream retirement 

home just on the other side of the hill from Honey Run, helped set the plans in motion. ( Sam and Diane Van Skyock, are OTSA 

members) Sam and Diane kept sheep of their own and offered guidance and experience. Sam and Diane’s number one tip? 

Raise Tunis sheep. Not just any sheep…Tunis sheep. We’re glad we took Sam and Diane’s advice — our Tunis sheep are fan-

tastic. Even though Tunis sheep are raised for both meat and wool, they wouldn’t ever think of eating theirs. The Honey Run 

sheep are their friends, not their food, and besides, they have a special role beyond just mingling with visitors. 
 

Who takes care of the flock? 
 

One of our staff members, Linda, comes to us from Brown Family Tunis, an Amish Country sheep farm just down the road. 

Linda has been mentoring the rest of the staff with lessons on how to properly feed the sheep and take care of them. Jason has 

been known to venture out to the barn for a midnight feeding of the new lambs, and all the staff get the chance to enjoy their 

company from time to time. 
 

Lights, camera, sheep. It’s show time. 
 

When the Tunis sheep aren’t grazing in their pasture at Honey Run or napping in their new barn, they’re showing off on the 

runway (hayway?) at major livestock competitions across the United States. That’s right — Honey Run sheep are top-notch 

show sheep. Paulina, now best known as the mother of the new lamb Annie, is enjoying a comfortable retirement to Honey Run 

after putting Brown Family Tunis on the map as a two-time Reserve National Champion Ewe at the Indiana State Fair and Key-

stone Livestock Expo. 
 

What about the wool? 
 

The creamy white color of Tunis sheep wool is popular for making rugs and carpets, and it blends well with other animal fabrics 

like alpaca wool. Now that the Inn has enough sheep — 21 and counting, with more lambs on the way — they have a new pro-

ject in store for the wool. They will be partnering with a local artisan to process it and make Inn at Honey Run lap blankets for 

each guest room, one by one! 

OHIO TUNIS SHEEP MEMBERS ENCOURAGED OWNERS OF THE INN AT HONEY 

RUN TO GET TUNIS SHEEP! 
 

 OTSA members Sam and Diane Van Schoyck encouraged Jason Nies, and owners of the “Inn at Honey 

Run” to get Tunis Sheep to graze the beautiful hillside and pasture in the heart of Ohio’s Amish County, and as a 

bonus the guests at the Inn enjoy the beauty of our beloved breed Tunis sheep! Everyone should plan to attend the 

Spring OTSA meeting, March 7th, 10:00.   
The Inn at Honey Run will provide our meeting room at no charge but lunch will be on each  

member for their family. The menu for the INN is on page 4. 

http://www.innathoneyrun.com/about/resort-amenities/
http://www.livestockconservancy.org/index.php/heritage/internal/tunis
http://www.innathoneyrun.com/letter-jason-experiences/
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The Inn at Honey Run will provide our meeting 
room at no charge but lunch will be on each  

member for their family. 
 

LUNCH MENU FOR SPRING MEETING TARROGON 
 
Soups & Salads 
Soup Du Jour    $5.00/$7.00 
 

Tomato Bacon Soup 
Topped with Bleu Cheese and Bacon Lardons $5.00/ 7.00 
 

Endive & Arugula Salad    $9 
Shaved Pear, Smoked Bleu Cheese, Spiced Pecans,  
Sherry Vinaigrette 
 

Romaine SalaD      $8 
Seared Baby Tomatoes, Grilled Baguette, Pecorino 
Romano, Caesar Dressing 

Meat 
Add Grilled Chicken        $5 
 

Appetizers 
Chicken Wings     $8 
Sweet and Spicy Herbed Vinegar Sauce 
 

Quattro Formaggi Flatbread   $10 
Mozzarella, Pecorino Romano, Gruyere,  
White Cheddar, Portabella Mushroom Oil 
 

House Made Tater Tots    $7 
Roasted Red Pepper Sauce, Garlic Aioli 
 

Sandwiches 
All Sandwiches are Served with Coleslaw, a Pickle, and 
Our House Made Breads 
Chicken Bruschetta    $10 
Fresh Tomatoes, Basil, Pecorino, Onion,  
Roasted Garlic Aoli, Italian Bread 
 

Reuben      $10 
Homemade Saurerkraut, Thousand Island Dressing, 
Swiss Cheese, Rye Bread 
 

Shrimp Po ’ boy Sandwich   $14 
Breaded Shrimp, Pickles, Tomatoes, Romaine, Cocktail 
Sauce, French Baguette 
 

Toasted Cheese     $10 
White Cheddar, Monterey Jack, Herbed Goat Cheese,  
Italian Bread 
 

Pulled Pork     $9 
Coffee Barbecue Sauce, Creamy Coleslaw,  
Crispy Onion Ring 
 

Muffaletta     $11 
Cappicola, Salami, Pancetta, Ham, Emmentaler,  
Kalamata Caper Aioli 
 

1/2 LB Cheeseburger    $12 
Lettuce, Tomato, Onion, Homemade Ketchup 
 

Entrees 
All entrees are accompanied with vegetable crudite and 
honey run dip 
Quiche of The Day    $12 
Choice of Field Greens or Seasonal Fruit 
 

Grape and Almond Chicken Salad  $12 

Leafy Greens, Fresh Tomatoes, Grilled Pita 
 

Pan Seared Sea Scallops   $15 
Grilled Asparagus, Risotto, Herb Oil 
 

Regular or Decaf Coffee    $2 
Style 
Regular, Decaf 
 

Pepsi Fountain Drinks 

 

As the recipient of the Starter/Enhancement Flock 

award funds, I attest to the following as true: 

I reside in the State of Ohio 

I am 4-H age 8 years old as of January 1, and not 

older than 15 years old 

I am a member of Ohio 4-H or Ohio FFA 
 

As the recipient of Starter/Enhancement Flock Award,  

I agree to use the funds as follows: 

Purchase only registered Ohio bred Tunis sheep 

Purchase only ewes (females) and more than one 

individual sheep At least two (2) ewes must be pur-

chased through the National Tunis Sale held in con-

junction with the Great Lakes Sale held at the 

Wayne County Fairgrounds May 23, 24, 2015. 
 

As the recipient of Starter/Enhancement Flock awards 

funds, I acknowledge the following rules: 

Join the Ohio Tunis Sheep Association ($10 annual 

fee) for 2015, Join the Ohio Sheep Improvement 

Association ($15.00) for 2015. 
 

Attend Ohio Tunis Sheep Association’s fall meeting 

and provide an update on flock status. You will be noti-

fied of the meeting location during the summer. 

Enter and show purchased Tunis at a county fair 

and Ohio State Fair if possible. 

To communicate and cooperatively work with the 

assigned Ohio Tunis Sheep Association’s mentor. 
 

Period of award: Start with any sale including online 

sales that are held after January 1, 2015 and ending with 

any Tunis Sale that may be held at the North American 

International Livestock Exposition in Louisville, Ken-

tucky. 
 

No private sales are eligible. 
 

Animals purchased with award funds must be registered 

in the name of the award recipient. 

Award recipients are limited to single award eligibility 

and may not apply again. 
 

I, ____________________________, as the recipient of 

the Ohio Tunis Sheep Association’s Starter/

Enhancement Flock award acknowledge that I, in con-

junction with my parent(s)/sponsor(s) have read the 

above terms and conditions and certify that  
 

I will abide by those set forth. I am aware that failure to 

abide by the terms as set forth voids that award and will 

result in the recipient being responsible for repayment 

of grant funds to the Ohio Tunis Sheep Association. 

 

_____________________________________________                 

Award Recipient’s Signature            
 

__________________________________________ 

 Parent/Sponsor Signature  

Ohio Tunis Sheep Association 

Starter/Enhancement Flock 

Grant Award Agreement 

2015 
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OHIO COOKS GOT RECIPES?  

“LADIES OF TUNIS”NEED 

THEM FOR COOK BOOK IN 

2015 

 

In 2015 “The Ladies of Tunis” plan to publish a cook-
book filled with recipes from all Tunis breeders in the 
country. All the recipes that have been entered in the 
Crockpot Showdown will be included in the cookbook 
as well as recipes from all of you! 
 
Please send by email any recipe that you would like to 
include in the cookbook.  Each recipe should include 
the ingredients with the directions and any special 
notes or stories that you have about the recipe. We 
will include pictures that you would like to share of 
the food or family meals in the cookbook too! 
 
Categories for the cookbook will include:  
 
Appetizers, Crockpot cooking, Lamb and other meat 
recipes, Salads, Seasonal and Holiday recipes, Casse-
roles, Vegetables, Cakes, Cookies, Pies, Desserts, and 
any other recipe that you would like to share. 
 
Send recipes to kathy.niese@yahoo.com 

CALLING ALL “EWE” OHIO 

CRAFTERS! 
 

Ladies of Tunis need you! 
 

The “Ladies of Tunis” will host the “EWE-NIQUE 

BOUTIQUE” at the North American Livestock Expo 

in 2015. 

  

If you make Ewe-Nique sheep, wool, craft or gift 

items, and would like to earn a little extra spending 

money for Christmas, please continue to read below! 

We are looking for members who would like to teach a 

mini workshop with kids or adults, or demonstrate 

your talents throughout the day at NAILE  this year. If 

you craft, knit, crochet, spin, felt, paint, quilt, take 

photos,  bake, or other artisan activity, we need your to 

help in the Ewe-Nique Boutique!  
 

You do not need to attend NAILE to participate! We 

will consign any items that you would like to sell in 

our Boutique. Members can send items to be donated 

to the Ewe-Nique Boutique, and 50%of the price will 

be returned to you! Ladies of Tunis will send you a 

check for the products that you consign! 

We are in the beginning stages of planning and we 

would love your ideas to help us get this new activity 

off the ground!  
 

Reply to any Ladies of Tunis member for more infor-

mation: Kathy Niese, Sharon Kerns, Brenda Garey, 

Kristen Swihart, Debbie Gochenhour, Dana Gochen-

hour, Linda Cook and Georgina Anderson. 

2015 SHOWS & SALES 
 

April 18th, 2015 - Complete Tunis Dispersal Online Tunis Sale, Uptown Farms, Matt & Kate Lambert of Missouri www.uptownsheep.com  
 
May 22nd - 24th, 2015 - National Tunis Sale, Great Lakes Show & Sale, Wayne County Fairgrounds, Wooster, OH (Entry Deadline March 
15th) www.bannersheepmagazine.com  
June 6th, 2015 - Sixth Annual Midwest Junior Preview Show, Missouri State Fairgrounds, Sedalia, MOwww.midwestjuniorpreviewshow.com  
 
June 22nd – 27th, 2015 - Midwest Stud Ram Sale - Missouri State Fairgrounds, Sedalia, MO -www.midwestramsale.com  – Information coming soon. 
 
July 3rd – 5th, 2015 – 22nd Annual All American Junior Sheep Show, Mallary Complex, Eastern State Exposition (ESE) Big E, West Springfield, 
MA www.allamericanjuniorshow.com  
 
July 9th – 12th, 2015 - Northeast Youth Sheep Show (NEYSS), Mallary Complex, Eastern State Exposition (ESE) Big E, West Springfield, 
MA www.nesheep.org  
 
August 7th, 2015 - Ohio State Fair, Columbus, OH – Open Tunis Show @ 11AM, - Entry deadline June 20thwww.ohiostatefair.com  
 
September 26th, 2015 - @ 2:00 PM – National Tunis Show, Mallary Complex, Eastern States Exposition (ESE), West Springfield, 
MA www.bigE.com  
 
2015 Keystone International Livestock Exposition (KILE), PA Farm Show Complex & Expo Center, Harrisburg, 
PA www.keystoneinternational.state.pa.us  – Information coming soon. 
 
2015 New York All Breeds Bred Ewe Sale, Rhinebeck, NY - www.bannersheepmagazine.com  - Information coming soon. 
 
2015 North American International Livestock Exposition (NAILE), Louisville, KY www.livestockexpo.org  – Information coming soon. 

http://www.uptownsheep.com/
http://www.bannersheepmagazine.com/
http://www.midwestjuniorpreviewshow.com/
http://www.midwestramsale.com/
http://www.allamericanjuniorshow.com/
http://www.nesheep.org/
http://www.ohiostatefair.com/
http://www.bige.com/
http://www.keystoneinternational.state.pa.us/
http://www.bannersheepmagazine.com/
http://www.livestockexpo.org/
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Kathryn Niese, Editor 

8777 Rd. I-7 

Ottawa, Ohio 45875 
 

 

Tel:419-523-3657 

Mobile: 419-969-0783 

E-mail: kathy.niese@yahoo.com 

The Ohio Tunis Sheep 

Association Newsletter 

 

 

CHECK OUT THE NATIONAL TUNIS 
SHEEP WEBSITE AT 

WWW.TUNISSHEEP.COM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OHIO TUNIS SHEEP ASSOCIATION MEMBERS! 

THE SPRING MEETING WILL BE HELD 10:00 am FEBRUARY 7, 2015 

AT THE INN AT HONEY RUN 
 

6920 County Road 203, Millersburg, Ohio 44654-9018 

Call toll-free: 1-800-468-6639   Phone: 330-674-0011  

Agenda OTSA Spring Meeting New Business 
   

10:00 Opening  -Ohio State Fair Tunis Shows 
Treasurer’s Report  -Open class judge 
Old Business  -Junior Fair Show  
-OSIA Starter Flock Grant -Great Lakes Sale  
-OSF Commercial Pen of Five All Breeds Picnic 
   Ideas to get more youth involved with Tunis 
Adjourn Meeting 
 12:00 lunch at Tarragon, the restaurant at the Inn. We will be on our own for lunch. The menu is 
included in the newsletter.  
 1:00 Tour Barn and Visit Inn at Honey Run Sheep.  

REMINDER: OTSA ANNUAL DUES WILL BE COLLECTED AT THE MEETING. 

 

The Inn at Honey Run is located in the heart of the Ohio Amish 
Country in Holmes County near the villages of Millersburg and Ber-
lin. The inn is halfway between Columbus and Cleveland, and it is a 
short drive to many major cities: 
Directions from Wooster 
Take SR 83 south from Wooster to Millersburg. At the square turn 
left onto SR 39 East, go two blocks and turn left onto SR 241 North. 
Road starts out winding, go apx. 2 miles and turn right onto CR 203. 
(Will see blue tourist signs) Go apx. 2 miles and we are on the right 
side. 


